Final Project for Julius Caesar

The student will write a monologue expressing a character’s reflections on a discovery, decision or disclosure s/he has made during or following the action of the play.  The student will be graded on the written monologue as with any other piece of writing.  Students should perform their monologue in front of the class, or receive a deduction of 20 points.  

Students will be supported in their efforts in class as time allows by the following steps:

· Quick-write on topics which help outline their own identities; consider whether these “identities” change over time or not; consider whether and to what extent one has control over one’s own identity.

· View examples of the use of monologues in exploring one’s identity in today’s world.
· Research Roman life and identity of a character. How was personal identity influenced by a character’s occupation, gender, social class, family membership and Roman politics?  Students are encouraged to research information available about any of the characters in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar.

· Perform one’s monologue with a small group in a special sharing day or whole class depending on schedule.

Vocabulary for this project:

1) Monologue—“a kind of poetic expression in which a fictional or historical character delivers a speech to the audience, enlightening them about his or her feelings, actions, and motives.”  The monologue IS delivered alone onstage, but the speaker is NOT speaking to him/herself but TO AN AUDIENCE.  In this way it is not a soliloquy when the speaker is expressing unspoken thoughts aloud and not to other characters.  The student will address an audience with a goal—either sharing a discovery; explaining or making a decision, or disclosing thinking on a subject in the play.

2) Tone-“a reflection of the writer’s or speaker’s attitude toward the subject.  A writer’s tone may convey a variety of attitudes”—for example, sympathy, objectivity, seriousness, sarcasm, sadness, bitterness, or humor.  Use your tone sheet to make sure your word choices have the correct connotations.
3) Epiphany-“an event in which the nature of something---a person, a situation or an object”---is suddenly understood.  This “flash of recognition” is a discovery.

4) The three D’s-the subject of effective monologues: a) a discovery, b) a character’s decision (within the play or imagined), and/or c) a disclosure.

5)   Disclosure-“the act or process of revealing or uncovering. Something uncovered; 


a revelation.

The Calendar

February7-17:  Read Julius Caesar and interpret specific passages.

February 22-25:  Assorted Caesar activities—discussion, writing, research.

February 25:  Objective Caesar Test

February 28-March 4:  Monologue Presentations
