English II Fall 2011 Final Exam Review 


I. Archetypes –21 questions
A.  Identify and define the following “vocabulary”:
1. archetype

2. journey

3. quest

4. tasks

5. the fall

6. friendly beast

7. hunting group companions

8. mentor 

9. loyal retainer

B.  Explain the following concepts:

1.  Who is Carl Jung?

2.  What is the “universal unconscious” that is used as the basis for archetypal literary analysis?

3. What are the three categories of archetypes?

4.  List the characteristics of the hero[ine] archetype:

5. List the situational archetypes:

6. What are the most common female archetypes?

7.  What are some common symbolic archetypes?  (Be sure to review the symbolism of black, red, blue, green?

8. What is the symbolic significance of the rising/setting sun?

II. The Epic Tale of Gilgamesh: 10 questions
A. Vocabulary

1. Uruk

2. Euphrates

3. Cuneiform
4. permanence

5. frame story

B. Concepts
1. What kind of material were the tablets of Gilgamesh composed?
2.  Who is Enkidu and why did the gods of Sumer create him?

3. How was the story of Gilgamesh handed down before it was written down in 1200 BCE?
4.  Who is Siduri and what is her advice for King Gilgamesh?
5. What does Gilgamesh seek from Utnapishtim?

6. How does Utnapishtim test Gilgamesh to see if he is worthy of eternal life?

III. An Epic Poem of Greece:  The Iliad  15 questions
A. Vocabulary

Aphrodite

Paris

en medias res

Chryses and Chryseis

Agamemnon

Achilles

Helen

Priam

arête

fate

Patroclas

raze

carrion

B. Concepts

1.  How long does the Trojan War last?  At what point in the war does the story of The Iliad begin?

2.  Who wrote The Iliad down?  How long after the 1200s did the epic poem get written?

3.  What is “The Judgment of Paris”?

4. In Book One called “The Rage of Achilles,” who is arguing and over what?

5.  What is Hector’s chief motivation for fighting?

6.  How does Achilles motivation for fighting change?

7.  How is an epic [or Homeric] simile different from a regular simile?
Greek Theater and the Oedipus Myth--- 49 questions
Vocabulary
Sophocles
Oedipus 
King Laius of Thebes
Princes Eteocles and Polyneices
King Creon of Thebes
Catharsis
Chorus
Choragos
Thespis
Antigone
Ismene
“Parados”

Tiresias

Anarchy

situational irony

dramatic irony

aphorism

stichomythia

Haimon
Sentry
Messenger
Concepts
1.  What is the Oracle’s prophecy concerning Oedipus’ fate?
2.  Why does Oedipus run away from Corinth as a teenager?
3. What is the Sphinx’s riddle?  What is the answer?
4.  List (4) essential ingredients in a classic tragedy?
             a. serious subject matter
             b.


c.


d. may contain comic relief even though the predominant emotion is somber

5.  Describe the physical set-up of ancient Greek theater:

6.  How many audience members could be accommodated in the Athenian theater?

7.  Did women participate in the ancient Greek drama or comedy?  Why/why not?

8.  Who is the last to speak in the play, and how does this message work with another theme of the play that divine law makes longer demands on people than civil law?

9.  Which is the more important reason for Antigone’s burial of her brother Polyneices---loyalty to her brother or to the reverence for the law of the gods’?

10.  Why does Ismene’s position on burying Polyneices change?

11.  How does Ismene’s refusal to help in the “Prologue” affect Antigone’s feelings for Ismene?

12.  Can a “crime be holy” as Antigone asserts?
13.  In Creon’s mind, what justifies his refusal to bury Polyneices?

14.  Of what corrupt practice does Creon accuse the Sentry and Tieresias?

15. What does Haimon mean when he accuses his father of being a king of a desert?

A  modern short story with 10 questions
