 Erie Middle School Course and Curriculum Descriptions

2011-2012
6th GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Core Classes
MATH 6:  Through the Springboard Pre-AP curriculum, as well as other supplementary materials, students will develop number sense and use numbers and number relationships in problem-solving situations.  Students will be able to communicate reasoning in areas involving whole numbers, common fractions, decimals, and percents.  Students will also use a variety of tools and techniques to read, interpret and create number lines, graphs and maps and find the mean, median, mode and range of the data.  Students will learn how to estimate and make predications based on experimental and theoretical probability.  In geometry students will be able to find the area and perimeter of simple polygons, plot points on a coordinate graph and use reflection, translation and rotation to identify congruent shapes

ADVANCED PRE-AP MATH 6:  Students who enter this course will already have some foundation with the 6th grade standards- hence the accelerated pace.  Students will complete all of the sixth grade material and approximately half of the seventh grade material by the end of the school year. Additional topics learned will be the division of mixed-numbers and fundamental definitions of Euclidean Geometry including components of two and three-space figures. Students will also be able to write ratios, solve proportions, and apply the set of Integers to fundamental mathematical operations.
LANGUAGE ARTS 6:  Through the Springboard Pre-AP curriculum, and other supplementary materials, students will refine and acquire standards in oral communication, writing, reading, comprehension, literature, research, and information management.

ADVANCED PRE-AP LANGUAGE ARTS 6:  In Advanced Pre-AP Language Arts, all of the standards and expectations of the Language Arts 6 will be met.  Additionally, students will be expected to read at a higher level and rate.  The assessments will be more rigorous, pushing students to express themselves in ways that demonstrate mastery of grammar and higher order thinking.
SCIENCE 6:  Students will acquire and develop basic skills to cultivate a foundation in laboratory safety and techniques.  As students are introduced to the core concepts of life science, physical science, and earth science, they are given opportunities to focus on hands-on activities, including group lab work, to deepen their understanding of the interactions of systems.  Content for this class is enriched with additional resources, such as the Teaching Environmental Science Naturally (TEN), a program provided by a partnership with the Division of Wildlife, and Geology At Our Doorsteps, and curriculum provided by a partnership with the University of Colorado at Boulder. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  This course will focus on the past and present issues of the Western Hemisphere. The emphasis is on geography, history and cultures of the United States, Canada and Latin America.
Enrichment Classes 
Students must select a music class – Music classes will meet every other day for the entire year.

BAND 6:  This course will cover the basics of assembling, holding, and playing band instruments as well as reading music.  Students will engage in listening and composing activities and will also learn about the history and culture of music. Participation in evening concerts is required.  The $10.00 course fee covers the cost of sheet music and other class related materials for the year.  Students taking this course either have not previously been in band or would like to learn a new instrument.  Students are expected to rent or buy an instrument to participate.
CHOIR 6:  This class will provide 6th grade a chance to further develop their singing voice in a class that is catered to their level and interests.  Students will learn to sing a variety of musical styles and music from various cultures and time periods.  Students will be learning various vocal techniques, music theory, music history, and performance etiquette.  Students will be expected to participate in evening choir concerts throughout the year. Choir has a $10.00 fee for the year. 
ORCHESTRA 6:  This course will cover the basics of holding and playing orchestra instruments (including violin, viola, cello, and contrabass) with proper technique in addition to learning how to read music.  Students will engage in listening activities and learn about the history and culture of music.  Participation in evening concerts and home practice is required.  A $10.00 class fee will cover the cost of sheet music and other class related materials for the year.  Students may be expected to rent or buy an instrument in order to participate.

Students must select a Cultures class – Chinese & Spanish classes will meet every other day for the entire year.  People and Places will meet every other day for 1 semester.
SPANISH 1A:  This year-long class is designed to introduce students to the Spanish language and culture.  Areas of study will include basic communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  The themes studied include School, “My friends & I”, Food and Hobbies.  Students will be able to discuss likes & dislikes of foods & activities, describe themselves & friends, talk about personality traits as well as extend, accept and decline invitations.  Students will also learn about Hispanic culture through readings, short film clips, traditional music and other activities.  Spanish 1A and Spanish 1B are equivalent to studying one year of Spanish at the high school level.  The fee for this class is $5.00.  
CHINESE:  This year-long class is designed to introduce students to the Chinese language and culture.  Areas of study will include basic communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  The fee for this class is $5.00.
PEOPLE and PLACES 6:  Students will study cultural societies.  They will research different habitats, traditions, languages, and the various types of food in their native land.  The fee for this class is $10.00.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6:  The course is designed to teach all students about the importance of physical activity to his or her physical, mental/emotional and social health. Through a variety of worldwide sports and games (both cooperative and competitive), physical activities and conditioning activities, students will learn about health related fitness and the skills that will allow them all to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity. All students are challenged to take responsibility for and improve personal (health related) fitness and will experience all the benefits of regular physical activity including, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, social interaction, increased ability to learn and subsequently academic success. This is a required course.
ART 6:  6th grade art students will deviate from traditional art methods, and focus on the creation of musical instruments. Students will reinforce painting and sculpting skills by creating an Australian didgeridoo, a Brazilian quica, a drum, and a rain stick. Art history and the elements of art & principles of design will be emphasized.  The art fee for 6th Grade Art is $10.00.

KEYBOARDING 6:  This class is an introductory class to give students usable keyboarding skills.  The course will take students through a series of lessons where they will learn the location of the letters and symbols on the keyboard.  They will learn to type short manuscripts and documents into Microsoft Word.  If time permits, they will learn the location of numerals as well. 
HEALTH 6:  This course is designed to provide students a general introduction to various areas of health.  Students will study concepts related to physical, mental and social wellness.  Students will be aware of destructive behaviors and addictions and will comprehend issues related to responsible decision-making.  Safety and emergency care will also be discussed. 
STUDY SKILLS 6:  This course is designed to help students develop organizational skills, improve their test taking and note taking skills as well as teaching the student how to fill out and use their school planner. 7 Habits for Highly Effective Teens is used to develop the students’ confidence and study habits from the inside out.
HTTP://www.stvrain.k12.co.us
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Erie Middle School Course and Curriculum Descriptions
2011-2012
7th GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Core Classes
MATH 7:  Through the Springboard Pre-AP curriculum and supplementary materials the 7th grade math program introduces students to the study of algebra and geometry through the exploration of the following topics:  linear equations; similar figures; relationships between perimeter/area and volume/surface area; probability; ratios, proportions and percents; positive and negative integers; and basic statistics and data analysis.   Students continue to reinforce their basic math skills and develop understanding of the relationships and patterns within mathematics.
ADVANCED PRE-AP MATH 7:  By the end of this course, students will be prepared to take Advanced Pre-AP Math 8.  Students learn about similar figures, scale factors, ratios and proportions.  They learn about arithmetic operations with negative integers.  They are introduced to rotational, translational and reflect ional symmetry.  They learn how to create and interpret five-number summaries and box-and-whisker plots. They learn how to calculate the probability of dependent and independent events, and to calculate the number of possible combinations of outcomes. Students will learn how to compute the volume and surface area of 3-dimensional prisms, to recognize and compare linear and exponential relationships in the format of tables, equations, and graphs, and to solve problems involving right triangles. They will be able to conduct a survey, collect the data, and formulate conclusions based on their evaluations of the results using stem-and leaf plots, histograms, bar graphs, pie charts, scatter plots, and box-and-whisker plots. Students will learn about probability and expected value using counting trees and area models. Students will work with algebraic expressions and learn to use the symbolic method to solve the equations.
LANGUAGE ARTS 7:  Through the Springboard Pre-AP curriculum and supplementary materials students will develop and refine skills in organization, paragraph and essay writing, narrative writing, persuasive writing, and technical/expository writing.  They will study literature elements (plot, character, theme, setting, mood, character, and point of view) by reading a variety of short stories, plays, novels, and nonfiction selections.  In addition, they will continue to practice research and oral communication skills.

ADVANCED PRE-AP LANGUAGE ARTS 7:  In Advanced Pre-AP Language Arts, all of the standards and expectations of the regular cores will be met.  Additionally, students will be expected to read at a higher level and rate.  The assessments will be more rigorous, pushing students to express themselves in ways that demonstrate mastery of grammar and higher order thinking.
SCIENCE:  Students will continue to add to their knowledge and skills acquired from 6th grade science. Students will understand the composition of the solar system, the motion of the moon, sun and earth, the attributes of the planets, and technology used for space exploration. Students will also study the structures and reproduction of animal and plant cells, and explore the systems of the body. Students will understand matter and the properties of matter including how matter can change chemically or physically. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  7th Grade Social Studies introduces students to the history, geography, cultures and current events of the Eastern Hemisphere.  Emphasis is placed on helping students understand themes including power, conflict, social/cultural division, human/environment interaction, tolerance, and globalism.  Students will trace these themes throughout history to develop a better understanding of their implications on society today and in the future. 

Enrichment Classes



BAND 7:  Students will expand on the knowledge gained from 6th Grade Band as they continue to develop a characteristic tone on their instruments while learning about music theory and music history.  Band is a year-long course and students are required to attend evening concerts during the year.  Band has $10 fee.
ORCHESTRA 7: Orchestra is a performance group that includes violin, viola, cello, and contrabass.  Students will use method books and sheet music and will participate in required evening concerts and home practice.  Orchestra is a year-long class.   Orchestra has a fee of $10.00.

CHOIR 7:  Students will expand on their previous knowledge of how to sing various songs in many different styles.  This includes voice production and care of the voice, performing in evening concerts, singing in the community, music theory and history, and covering music proficiencies.  Choir is a year long class and students are required to attend evening concerts during the school year.  Choir has a $10.00 fee.

SPANISH 1A - This year-long class is designed to introduce students to the Spanish language and culture.  Areas of study will include basic communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  The themes studied include School, “My friends & I”, Food and Hobbies.  Students will be able to discuss likes & dislikes of foods & activities, describe themselves & friends, talk about personality traits as well as extend, accept and decline invitations.  Students will also learn about Hispanic culture through readings, short film clips, traditional music and other activities.  Spanish 1A and Spanish 1B are equivalent to studying one year of Spanish at the high school level.  The fee for this class is $5.00.  
SPANISH IB:  This year-long class is a continuation of Spanish 1A.  Students must have successfully completed 1A with a passing grade or have the teacher’s approval to take Spanish 1B.  Students continue to learn about the language and culture of the Spanish-speaking world through readings, short films, music, and other activities including games.   Areas of study will include basic communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  The themes studied include Family gatherings and a variety of cultural holidays, Home, Shopping and Vacationing.  Spanish 1A & 1B are equivalent to studying one year of Spanish at the high school level.  Students who successfully complete 1A & 1B should be able to register for Spanish 2 at the high school level. The fee for this class is $5.00. 
CHINESE:  This year-long class is designed to introduce students to the Chinese language and culture.  Areas of study will include basic communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  The fee for this class is $5.00.

JAZZ BAND 7: This group studies and performs a variety of literature, including swing, jazz, and rock. Participation in evening concerts is required. This class is a semester-long class. Prerequisite: Band 7 or director approval.

PIANO 1: Seventh and eighth grade students may take this elective designed to teach the basics of note and rhythm reading while learning to play piano keyboard.  The self-paced syllabus course is geared toward the student without previous music experience, but students with previous experience are welcome.  Music keyboards are provided.  Class size will be limited to 18.
DRAMA 7:  In this course, students will be exposed to various styles and techniques of acting, and will experiment in improvisation, beginning script writing, basic set design, student directing, and research-based historical characterization (bringing to life historically accurate characters). Students will also learn how we incorporate various forms of art into theatre and understand context by analyzing the role of theatre, film, and electronic media in the community and various cultures. Students may also have the opportunity to analyze, evaluate, and construct meaning from live and recorded productions.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7:  The course is designed to teach all students about the importance of physical activity to his or her physical, mental/emotional and social health. Through a variety of worldwide sports and games (both cooperative and competitive), physical activities and conditioning activities, students will learn about health related fitness and the skills that will allow them all to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity. All students are challenged to take responsibility for and improve personal (health related) fitness and will experience all the benefits of regular physical activity including, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, social interaction, increased ability to learn and subsequently academic success.  (This is a required class).
YEAR LONG PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7:  A year long PE class will allow the students to enjoy all the benefits of quality physical education, at this important stage of his or her development, throughout the entire year. The increased time will allow for a greater variety of activities, sports and games, new and exciting instructional models and greater depth when acquiring the knowledge and skills that will enable students to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity. 

ART 7:  7th grade art students will use a wide variety of art materials to explore both two-dimensional and three-dimensional media. Students will learn advanced painting techniques, create a mask, and examine the human figure in the form of a ceramic mug. Art history and the elements of art & principles of design will be emphasized.  The art fee for 7th Grade Art is $10.00.

TECHNOLOGY 7:  One of the most important things we can teach our students about the future is how to create it.  Erie’s lab is design and project learning based, where students use technology to identify and solve problems as well as realize they can shape and control their world.  In the lab, we utilize award winning multimedia and video to fully engage the student in the learning process where 70% of the learning is hands on.  The modules to be explored include:  Audio Communications, Computer Aided CNC, Digital Music, Energy and Power, Flight Technology, Research and Development, Structural Engineering, and Video Production.  The technology fee is $5.00
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 7:  With the format used in this class, students will work through a series of real life topics and projects that vary in length from 3-15 days long.  Students will experience management in the kitchen, food analysis, and financial management and will complete a small sewing project.  Hands on projects will involve kitchen equipment and small household tools.  The fee for Consumer and Family Studies is $10.00

HEALTH 7:   This course is designed to provide students a general introduction to various areas of health.  Students will study concepts related to physical, mental and social wellness.  Students will be aware of destructive behaviors and addictions and will understand issues related to human sexuality and responsible decision-making.  Safety and emergency care will also be discussed. (This course is required)

GUITAR 7:   7th grade students may take this elective class designed to teach the basics of note and rhythm reading while learning to play acoustic classical guitar.   This self-paced syllabus course is geared toward the student without previous music experience.  Guitars are provided, and students will be required to sign a paper stating that they will be financially responsible for the guitar if any damage is incurred while checked out to that student.  Class size will be limited to 15 unless you have your own guitar. 
MULTIMEDIA 7:  This class will focus on writing, planning, filming and manipulating videos. Students will use Windows Movie Maker and IMovie. Students will also have the opportunity to explore animation, audio, and game software. 
COMMERCIAL ART 7:  Commercial art students will become proficient with various commercial art techniques such as typography, illustration, animation, and storyboarding.  Students will examine art as a career option. Art history and the elements of art & principles of design will be emphasized.  The art fee for Commercial Art is $10.00.
HTTP://www.stvrain.k12.co.us
Please visit the St. Vrain Valley School District’s web page for specific course standards.

http://www.cde.state.co.us

Please visit the Colorado Department of Education’s web page for state standards.

Erie Middle School Course and Curriculum Descriptions
2011-2012
8th GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Core Classes
MATH 8:  Through the Springboard Pre-AP curriculum, and supplementary materials, students will learn how to compute the volume and surface area of 3-dimensional prisms, to recognize and compare linear and exponential relationships in the format of tables, equations, and graphs, and to solve problems involving right triangles. They will be able to conduct a survey, collect the data, and formulate conclusions based on their evaluations of the results using stem-and leaf plots, histograms, bar graphs, pie charts, scatter plots, and box-and-whisker plots. Students will learn about probability and expected value using counting trees and area models. Students will work with algebraic expressions and learn to use the symbolic method to solve the equations.

ALGEBRA (Pre-AP Math 8):  By the end of this course, students will be prepared to take Geometry.  This course includes the entire 8th grade Mathematics curriculum, and Algebra I. Students will learn how to symbolically solve equations that require more than 2 steps.  Students learn to write linear equations in three forms from tables, graphs, and stories.  They will also learn to recognize and write equations for exponential, inverse and quadratic relationships.  Other algebra topics include operations with radicals and exponents (including scientific notation) and dimensional analysis.  Geometry topics covered include solving simple problems involving the Pythagorean Theorem, surface area and volume of cylinders and right prisms.  Probability/Statistics topics cover calculating permutations and combinations, creating and using appropriate data displays such as histograms and scatter plots to make predictions.
LANGUAGE ARTS 8:  Through the Springboard Pre-AP curriculum, and supplementary materials, the 8th grade English curriculum includes a balanced exploration of literature, composition, spelling, vocabulary, and grammar/usage.  The primary goal of the curriculum is to help students become better communicators, whether listening, reading, speaking, or writing.  It is expected that students will ultimately grasp the significance of reading, speaking, and writing well in all academic and social communication, and that they will go on to high school prepared to succeed.  Hopefully students will also have fun exploring the realm of language arts and feel more secure in the sense of empowerment that learning to read and write will give them.

ADVANCED PRE-AP LANGUAGE ARTS 8:  Honors Language Arts is an accelerated and extended version of the current 8th grade English class. Its intention is to challenge our students to excel in the areas of literature, writing and thinking. These students have already shown an aptitude beyond grade level. This class will enable them to have the opportunity to enhance their existing knowledge and to begin learning new things that will help them through out the rest of their high school careers, college and beyond. The students should expect a more challenging class load. There may be more reading homework, shorter deadlines and more extensive writing and research projects.  The ultimate goal of the Honors Language Arts program is to prepare students for advanced and honors placement courses in high school, as well as providing key skills for their future.  

SCIENCE 8:  Throughout the completion of five units, students will develop an understanding of science and technology to make informed personal and community decisions based on evidence and trade-offs.  “Studying Materials Scientifically” requires students to investigate the chemical and physical properties of different materials.  As students identify unknown substances and separate mixtures, they also learn about hazardous materials and the safety procedures used in handling them.  During the “Chemistry of Materials” unit, students explore the life cycles of a variety of common materials from the acquisition of raw materials to the end of the product’s useful life.  After learning about the basic building blocks of matter, elements, and the periodic table, students model the structure of several common compounds from the atomic level to the material level.  The “Water” unit allows students to investigate drinking water quality and the issues of biological and chemical contamination.  Moving into the “Energy” unit, students develop an understanding of the nature and implications of our personal use of energy.  Students explore energy transfer and conservation in the context of household energy usage.  They investigate key concepts, such as types of energy, renewable vs. non-renewable energy, energy transfers within and between systems, and the methods used to quantify energy and determine the efficiency of energy transfers.  Lastly, the “Force and Motion” unit provides students with an opportunity to investigate concepts related to force and motion in the context of vehicle safety issues.  Students investigate and graph speed, motion, mass, force, acceleration, friction, and Newton’s laws of motion.
ADVANCED SCIENCE 8:  Honors Science is an enrichment class designed to expand and go beyond what is taught in the core Science classes.  Erie seeks to develop tomorrow’s leaders in science. The ultimate goal of the honors Science program is to prepare students for advanced and honors placement courses in high school, as well as providing key skills for their future.  

US HISTORY 8:  Eighth grade Social Studies covers American history from European discovery of America (1492) through the American Civil War (1865). Concepts such as government, economics, technology, religion, culture, geography, discrimination, cause and effect, and social relationships are examined and related to current events and issues concerning students today. Students relate the past to their present lives to create a better future for themselves, their country, and the broader international community.

Enrichment Classes

BAND 8:  Band is a performance group that includes brass, woodwinds and percussion.  Students will use method books and sheet music, and will participate in evening concerts and home practice.  The 8th grade band participates in additional activities such as Large Group Festival and Recruitment concerts.  Band has a $10.00 fee.
CHOIR 8:  Students will build and expand on their previous knowledge and experience in singing.  Music will be selected from various cultures, time periods and musical styles.  Proper voice production and care of the voice, performing in evening concerts, singing in the community, music theory and history, and covering music proficiencies will be some of the experiences included in the choir curriculum.  Choir is a year long class and students are required to attend evening concerts during the school year.  Choir has a $10.00 fee.

ORCHESTRA 8:  Orchestra is a performance group that includes violin, viola, cello, and contrabass.  Students will use method books and sheet music and will participate in required evening concerts and home practice.  Orchestra has a fee of $10.00.

SPANISH IB:  This year-long class is a continuation of Spanish 1A.  Students must have successfully completed 1A with a passing grade or have the teacher’s approval to take Spanish 1B.  Students continue to learn about the language and culture of the Spanish-speaking world through readings, short films, music, and other activities including games.   Areas of study will include basic communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  The themes studied include Family gatherings and a variety of cultural holidays, Home, Shopping and Vacationing.  Spanish 1A & 1B are equivalent to studying one year of Spanish at the high school level.  Students who successfully complete 1A & 1B should be able to register for Spanish 2 at the high school level. The fee for this class is $5.00. 
SPANISH 1C:  This year-long class is a continuation of Spanish 1B.  Students must have successfully completed 1A & 1B with a passing grade OR have the teacher’s approval to take Spanish 1C.  Students will hone their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills by conducting themselves and our class primarily in the target language, Spanish.  They will also continue to learn about the language and culture of the Spanish-speaking world by reading several short stories, watching “telenovelas” or made-for-the-classroom soap operas, listening to music, acting in plays & skits, and participating in other activities including games.   Erie is one of the few middle schools that offer three years of language study – take advantage of this great opportunity and put yourself in a very advantageous position to go to the high school!  Students who successfully complete 1C will register for Spanish 2 at the high school level. The fee for this class is $5.00.
CHINESE:  This year-long class is designed to introduce students to the Chinese language and culture.  Areas of study will include basic communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  The fee for this class is $5.00.

PIANO 1: Seventh and eighth grade students may take this elective designed to teach the basics of note and rhythm reading while learning to play piano.  The self-paced syllabus course is geared toward the student without previous music experience.  Music keyboards are provided.  Class size will be limited to 18.
PIANO 2: Eighth grade students may take this elective designed to delve further into the basics of note and rhythm reading while enhancing keyboard skills.  The self-paced syllabus course is geared toward the students that have completed Piano 1 or have previous music experience.  Music keyboards are provided.  This is a semester long class.  There will be an optional performance at the end of the semester.  Class size will be limited to 18. 

DRAMA 8:  In this course, students will be exposed to various styles and techniques of acting, and will experiment in improvisation, beginning script writing, basic set design, student directing, and research-based historical characterization (bringing to life historically accurate characters). Students will also learn how we incorporate various forms of art into theatre and understand context by analyzing the role of theatre, film, and electronic media in the community and various cultures. Students may also have the opportunity to analyze, evaluate, and construct meaning from live and recorded productions.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8:  The course is designed to teach all students about the importance of physical activity to his or her physical, mental/emotional and social health. Through a variety of worldwide sports and games (both cooperative and competitive), physical activities and conditioning activities, students will learn about health related fitness and the skills that will allow them all to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity. All students are challenged to take responsibility for and improve personal (health related) fitness and will experience all the benefits of regular physical activity including, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, social interaction, increased ability to learn and subsequently academic success.  (This is a required class)
YEAR LONG PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8:  A year long PE class will allow the students to enjoy all the benefits of quality physical education, at this important stage of his or her development, throughout the entire year. The increased time will allow for a greater variety of activities, sports and games, new and exciting instructional models and greater depth when acquiring the knowledge and skills that will enable students to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity. 

DRAWING & PAINTING 8:  Drawing & painting students will become proficient with various art mediums such as pencil, watercolor, acrylic, and ink. Students will examine color theory and perspective. Art history and the elements of art & principles of design will be emphasized.  The art fee for Drawing & Painting is $10.00.

3-DIMENSIONAL ART 8:  3-D art students will become proficient with various art mediums such as ceramics, plaster casting, wire armature, and paper sculpture. Students will examine form and space. Art history and the elements of art & principles of design will be emphasized.  The art fee for 3-Dimensional Art is $10.00.
TECHNOLOGY 8:  One of the most important things we can teach our students about the future is how to create it.  Erie’s lab is design and project learning based, where students use technology to identify and solve problems as well as realize they can shape and control their world.  In the lab, we utilize award winning multimedia and video to fully engage the student in the learning process where 70% of the learning is hands on.  The modules to be explored include:  Audio Communications, Computer Aided CNC, Digital Music, Energy and Power, Flight Technology, Research and Development, Structural Engineering, and Video Production.  The technology fee is $5.00.
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 8:  With the format used in this class, students will work through a series of topics and projects that vary in length from 3-15 days long.  Students will experience management in the kitchen, food analysis, nutrition and will complete a small sewing project.  Hands on projects will involve kitchen equipment and small household tools. Consumer and Family Studies has a $10.00 fee.

HEALTH:  This course is designed to provide students a general introduction to various areas of health.  Students will study concepts related to physical, mental and social wellness.  Students will be aware of destructive behaviors and addictions and will understand issues related to human sexuality and responsible decision-making.  Safety and emergency care will also be discussed. (This course is required)
JAZZ BAND 8: This group studies and performs a variety of literature, including swing, jazz, and rock. Participation in evening concerts is required. This class is a semester-long class. Prerequisite: Band 8 or director approval.

GUITAR 1: 8th grade students may take this elective class designed to teach the basics of note and rhythm reading while learning to play acoustic classical guitar.   This self-paced syllabus course is geared toward the student without previous music experience.  Guitars are provided, and students will be required to sign a paper stating that they will be financially responsible for the guitar if any damage is incurred while checked out to that student.  Class size will be limited to 15 unless you have your own guitar.
GUITAR 2:  Guitar 2 is an extension of Guitar 1.  Students must have passed a full semester of Guitar 1 to be in Guitar 2. 

DIGITAL GRAPHIC ART 8:  Graphic art students will become proficient creating digital art using Photoshop Elements. Students will examine the use of layers and various selection tools. Art history and the elements of art & principles of design will be emphasized.

STUDENT AIDE:  To be considered for an aide position students must have good attendance, and a positive behavior.  An application (available in the Counseling Office) must be filled out and parents must approve.  Students may be enrolled in only one aide position per school year and this would be as an elective class.  Aide positions are limited and will be filled in the order completed applications are received.  No applications turned in late will be considered.
HTTP://www.stvrain.k12.co.us
Please visit the St. Vrain Valley School District’s web page for specific course standards.

http://www.cde.state.co.us

Please visit the Colorado Department of Education’s web page for state standards.

PAGE  
1

