Sophomore Honors Composition
Mrs. Gibson

The act of putting pen to paper encourages pause for thought,

this in turn makes us think more deeply about life,

which helps us regain our equilibrium.

~Norbet Platt
Welcome to Honors Composition! 

I am thrilled to have each of you in this class and am looking forward to helping you hone and refine your writing skills.  We will work diligently this trimester to help you acquire the reading and writing skills that are necessary for you to not only be successful in school, but also in life.  Writing is a part of every professional community, and I assure you that in the real world you will have to rely upon writing skills, and now is the time to build that strong foundation.  The following quote emulates this school of thought, and I urge each of you to keep this concept in mind as we journey through this course: 

“In school, writing mistakes are graded. In the work world, there are no grades– but also no forgiveness for poor writing.”

~Jim Franken, electrical contractor
Please prepare to work hard this trimester as we will be strengthening both reading and writing skills. I am a firm believer that writing well is directly linked to reading well, so it is essential that we dig into a considerable amount of literature to ensure success.  We will read professional writing and imitate techniques and styles we find successful, while critiquing those we find weak or unsuccessful.  We will look at writing from the inside out, and then we will look at ourselves and our writing the same way.  I hope we will learn both about writing and ourselves, as the author and pen are inextricably connected.  I do hope that by the end of this class, each of you should feel more confident about your writing and your ability to find meaning in the written word.

Course Overview

This composition course is designed to help students improve their writing skills and to learn strategies for successful writing in all aspects of their lives.  Because good writing requires critical thinking and reading skills, as well as the ability to use language effectively, this course helps students to analyze essays as well as to demonstrate the writing process. 

CourseGoals:

· Students will learn to write effective essays utilizing strong, clear, effective sentences and well-developed paragraphs.  

· Students will utilize effective strategies to eliminate wordiness, weak expressions, and ambiguity.

· Students will utilize proper grammar, punctuation, correct sentence structure, coherent and organized paragraph style, and college bound vocabulary.  
· Students will be able to distinguish between colloquial and academic language.  
Objectives:

1. Students will use the writing process to plan, develop, write, revise, and edit all essays including pre-writing and collection of ideas

2.  Students will review grammar, composition strategies, and audience analysis as well as explore values in their reading and writing.

3.  Students will develop a clear, effective writing style using standard American written English.

4. Students will have assigned readings and respond to them both orally and in writing.

5. Students will develop community within their classroom by sharing ideas from their reading in small groups and in whole class discussion, using standard American spoken English.

Keys to Success:

I am confident that each of you has the potential to succeed in this class, and below is a short list of suggestions to help you reach that potential:
1. Communication: Always let me know if you are having trouble meeting deadlines or following along in class. I will work with you to help you through any difficulties that you may have. 

2. Tenacity: No matter how difficult an assignment is, don’t give up!

3. Respect: Treat your classmates, yourself, and me with respect. Listen when others are speaking. Consider ideas that may differ from your own, and allow yourself to ask for help or clarification when you need it.

Grade Breakdown:

Compositions (3 formal essays) & Tests….50%

Quizzes & In-Class Assignments…………30%

Homework & Participation………………..20%

Supplies Needed:

1. One-inch three-ring binder with loose leaf paper to keep notes and handouts
2. One folder if you prefer to keep handouts separate from binder  

3. Journal for daily writing practice

4. Writing utensils – blue/black pens and pencils

