Mrs. Gibson’s Behavior Syllabus

Classroom Rules:
1. Exhibit respect at all times: 
· All people

· All property
· Do not do anything that would interfere with someone else’s right to learn.   

· Do not do anything that would interfere with my right to teach.

2. Be positive:

· Do not complain.  We all have things to complain about, but let’s not do that in this class. 
3. Be prepared and ready to work every day:

· Never expect a “free day” in this class, and do not ask for one.  

4. No sleeping:

· If you choose to sleep, you will spend the remainder of class in the office, and I will be having a chat with your parents.  

5. Be an active listener:   

· Take effective notes – make them meaningful.
· Process what you are learning and ask thoughtful questions.  
· Stay focused on the lesson.  
· Active listening is a skill, and with practice, you can master it!   

6. Follow all school rules in my classroom.  Here are some reminders:

· NO CELL PHONES.  
· If I see it, I will take it and write a referral.  There are no exceptions to this rule.  

· If you refuse to give me your phone after I ask for it, you will also be written up for defiance.  

· The new dress code is in effect, so please dress accordingly.

· No tobacco products of any kind.  This constitutes an immediate referral to the office.  
· No headphones in class unless permission is given.  

· Be on-time to class; I count tardies.  
What should I do when I …

1.  Come into class:  

· Be in your seat before bell rings.

· Begin bellringer – it will be on the board or screen.
· Conversations are to stop.

2.  Talk to Mrs. Gibson about my grade:  

· Please come see me before or after school.  
3.  Need supplies (such as a pen or paper):  

· You may borrow from a classmate or me, but do this quietly.  Please don’t make this a habit.
4.  Need to get up for something (such as sharpening a pencil or getting a tissue):  

· Do not disrupt others.
5.  Need to use the phone: 

· Emergencies only.  
6.  Get assignments or quizzes returned:  

· Keep your work!  I am human; I make mistakes, so keep all returned work in case I make an error in my grade book!  
7.  Ask a question:  

· PLEASE ask questions, but make sure you do this when appropriate.  

· Questions during “teaching times” must be related to curriculum.   

8.  Take notes:
· DO NOT COMPLAIN – this is school and notes are just a part of it!  Remember, they are only given to help you.  
· Guided notes pages will be distributed periodically.  Please remember that they are a privilege. 
9.  Working independently on assignments:    

· It’s quite simple:  work independently!  No chatting or cheating.
· In groups:  I want you to communicate, but you must stay focused on the task.
· I will assign groups, don’t ask.  
10.  Participate in class discussion:  

· Please do so, but be thoughtful and courteous to others.  Don’t interrupt, have side conversations, or verbally attack others if you disagree with their opinions.  Be kind.
11.  Need to go to the restroom:  

· Don’t ask to go when I am teaching unless you are in a dire emergency.
· You are allowed FOUR visits to the restroom in one trimester.  No, you may not borrow visits from your friends.  

· If you do not utilize any of your restroom passes during the trimester, you will receive extra-credit.  (
12.  Leave at the end of class:  

· No lining up at the door.

· No leaving early.
· Leave my room tidy.

Behavioral Consequences per Day:  

· First Offense:  Verbal warning for misconduct.

· Second Offence:  Verbal warning and telephone call home.  

· Third Offence:  Verbal warning, telephone call home, and office referral.
**If the behavior is a major violation of school policy, the student will be immediately referred to the office.    

