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Lecture Burst: Clouds
	Name
	Key Terms
 and Picture
	Height
	Shape
	Types of Weather

	Stratus


	“Blanket”
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	Low


	Smooth

Layers


	Fair Weather Stratus clouds can look like a fog that doesn't reach the ground

	Cumulus


	Puffy white 

“cotton”
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	Mid High

Below

2,000 ft.


	Puffy 


	Fair weather or thunderstorms



	Cirrus


	“curl of hair”

Usually contain ice crystals
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	High

Above

23,000 feet


	Feathery or curly; thin wispy strands


	Fair; 

Could be leading a weather front



	Cumulonimbus
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	Up to 10 Km high


	Clouds with vertical growth

Top: high winds make top look flat


	Thunderstorms,

Tornadoes, hail, lightning
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