Chapter 7 Section 2 Review Questions
1. List the 5 factors of soil development.

Climate, slope, type of rock, type of vegetation, length of time for weathering.

2. Explain how soil forms.

Soil forms when bedrock or other parent material weathers. Plants and other organisms add organic matter to the soil.

3. Explain why A horizon often are darker than B horizons or C horizons.

A horizons have more dark colored humus than other soil horizons.

4. Describe how leaching affects the soil.

Leaching removes material from the soil. Some of the ions that are released might precipitate to form new minerals in the b Horizon.

5. Why is a soil profile in a tropical rain forest different from one in a desert? A prairie?

Deserts and rain forests have different types of vegetation and different climates causing different amounts of humus to form and weathering to occur.

Chapter 7 Section 3 Review Questions

1. Explain why soil is important

.

It is necessary for growing plants.

2. Explain how erosion damages soil.

Soil erosion removes topsoil which is highly fertile. Topsoil is necessary for good plant growth and has high water holding capacity.

3. Describe no till farming.

Farmers do not plow fields. Stalks are left through the winter and next year’s crop is seeded without removing them.

4. Explain how overgrazing increases soil erosion.

Overgrazing reduces ground cover. The soil is more vulnerable to erosion by water and wind.

5. How does contour farming help water soak into the ground?

Contour farming slows water flow, allowing the water time to soak into the ground. 

