Chapter 7 Unit 8 Test Review
	Question
	Answer

	1. What is soil?
**See notes
	1. Soil is a mixture of weathered rock and decayed organic matter.


	2. Which layer of rock 
(A, B, C horizon) contain the most minerals?
**Notes and Section 2
	2.  A Horizon

	3. List examples of mechanical weathering.
**Notes and Section 1
	3. Ice, water, tree roots, animals, etc.

	4. Discuss the relationship between chemical weathering and limestone.
**Notes/Section 1
	4. Limestone chemically erodes via carbonic acid.

	5.  Define chemical weathering. What affects the rate of chemical weathering?
**Notes
	5. Chemical reactions change the composition of rock thru oxidation, carbonation, sulfuric acid, etc. 

	6. What affects the rate of mechanical weathering?
**Notes and Section 1


	6. Climate, soil and rock composition, etc. In cold climates, mechanical weathering is faster. 

	7.  
Discuss overgrazing. 
**Section  3

	7.  When livestock eats all the grass leaving the topsoil exposed would be an example of overgrazing. 

	8. Define humus
**Section 2 and the notes
	8.
Humus is living and partly decayed plant and animal materials.


	9. Describe no-till farming.
**Notes and Section 3
	9.  Plant stalks are left in the field


	10.
List the characteristics of the A, B, and C horizon. What are the differences between each horizon?
**Notes   and section 2
	10. A horizon: darker, contains humus material
B horizon: Lighter, contains leached material from A horizon, less humus than A horizon.

C horizon: contains gravel, rocky



	11. Discuss the desert soil. 
**Notes
	11. Little rain, thin A horizon, rich in minerals

	12. In what region does forest harvesting create the most severe problems?
**Section 3
	12.  Tropical

	13. Discuss agriculture practices that slow erosion.
**Notes and Section 3
	13. No till farming- plant stalks left in the field; crop rotation, contour farming 

( plowing across contour lines)


	14. What are causes of soil erosion?
**Notes and Section 3
	14. Wind, water, removal of vegetation, elevation and topography of the land.


	15. What is leaching?
**Notes and Section 2
	15. 
The process by which water moves minerals down from one layer to another. 

	16.  What is ice wedging?
**Notes and Section 1
	16. Water freezing and thawing.


	17.  Weathering occurs most rapidly in what horizon?
**Notes and Section 2
	17.  A horizon

	18.  What is oxidation?
**Notes and Section 1


	18. Oxygen in air combines with iron in rock. Example: iron lawn furniture left outside in the rain and begins to rust. 


	19. Describe prairie regions.
**Notes
	19. 
 Regions that receive medium rainfall, have temperate to cold climates; A horizon is deep and rich in humus and minerals; soil is good for farming. Example: American Midwest 

	20. Describe desert regions.
**Notes
	20. These regions receive almost no rain; the A horizon is rich in minerals but has little or no humus.


	21. What is contour farming?
**Notes and Section 3
	21. 
Planting along the natural contours of the land on gentle slopes

	22. Describe tundra soil.
**Notes
	22. The climate is cold, receives little rain, freezes every year; the A horizon produces little humus.


	23.  What is a soil profile?
**Notes and Section 2
	23. You can see the different layers that make up a soil profile on a hillside where the soil and rock have been exposed; A soil profile is the cross section of the layers of soil. 
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