English Language Arts Grade 9: 2009 – 2010

Mr. Pollak: Summer Reading Program for New 9th Graders 
Summer reading is about teamwork – parents, teachers and children showing up for practice.     -  Lisa Von Drasek
However little television you watch, watch less. Read. Read for pleasure. Read for happiness.  - David McCullough (historian)
Welcome to your first year in high school! The Summer Reading Program is part of your preparation for the high school English program for the coming year.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Entering the Honors Course of Study (ELA 9H)

Students who expect to enroll in the Honors option, should it be offered next school year, must read one of the two Honors choices.

Honors: Choose One Required Reading

Blumenthal, Karen, Let Me Play: The Story of Title IX: The Law That Changed the Future of Girls in America 2006 - An ALA Best Book 2006
Just a few years ago opportunities for women in sports, not to mention most professions, were very limited. In 1972, Congress passed a momentous law called “Title IX” forever changing the lives of girls nationwide. NON-FICTION (HISTORY/POLITICS)
Kingsolver, Barbara The Bean Trees 1998 - An ALA Outstanding Book
Kingsolver’s first novel is about Taylor Greer, who leaves Kentucky and heads west to find a new life.  When a three-year old girl named Turtle is abandoned in Taylor’s barely functional car, she learns about love and motherhood, abandonment and belonging, and how to find independence and connection to others in unexpected places. FICTION

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

All Entering Freshman: Selected Reading
Both Honors and Regents students should read one book from this list. Your understanding of the text will be assessed at the start of the school year.
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Twisted 2007

Teen’s Top Ten 2008
Author Recommended by Webutuck High School Students
“Socially inept Tyler Miller thinks his senior year of high school is going to be a year like no other. Enter super-popular Bethany Milbury, sister of his tormentor, Chip, and daughter of his father's boss.” FICTION
Armstrong, Jennifer (ed.) What a Song Can Do: 12 Riffs on the Power of Music 2004
"’Music is like the air: invisible and indispensable,’…(m)any…who inhale MP3 tracks like oxygen itself would passionately agree…” NONFICTION ANTHOLOGY (ESSAY)
Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier 2007

ALA Top Ten Books for Young Adults 2008

 “There may be as many as 300,000 child soldiers, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s, in more than fifty conflicts around the world. Ishmael Beah used to be one of them. He is one of the first to tell his story in his own words.” NONFICTION (MEMOIR)

Covey, Sean The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens 1998

“…stuffed…full of cartoons, clever ideas, great quotes, and incredible stories about real teens from all over the world…” NONFICTION (ADVICE/SELF-HELP)
Gibson, William The Miracle Worker 1960

“An emotional earthquake…” DRAMA

Goldberg, Myla Bee Season 2000

“A sad, lovely, and generous novel.” FICTION

Grealy, Lucy Autobiography of Face 2003 (revised edition)
"I spent five years of my life being treated for cancer, but since then I've spent fifteen years being treated for nothing other than looking different from everyone else. It was the pain from that, from feeling ugly, that I always viewed as the great tragedy of my life. The fact that I had cancer seemed minor in comparison." - NONFICTION (MEMOIR)
Lynch, Chris Inexcusable (2006) ***(parental approval advised)***
Recommended by Webutuck High School Students - An ALA Best Book 2006
High school senior and football star Keir Sarafina may have done something inexcusable to Gigi Boudakian. FICTION
McCormick, Patricia Cut 2000 ***(parental approval advised)***
Recommended by Webutuck High School Students
“A vivid and inspiring first novel…” FICTION

Mercado, Nancy E. (ed.) Every Man for Himself: Ten Stories About Being a Guy 2006

An ALA Best Book 2006
Short stories that explore the issue of what it means to be a man. FICTION 
Pullman, Phillip The Golden Compass 1995

“Extraordinary storytelling at its very best.” FICTION (FANTASY)
Zusak, Markus The Book Thief  2007
A Printz Honor Award, Quill Award, and Book Sense of the Year winner

A girl saves books from Nazi burning and shares them with a Jewish man in hiding. FICTION
Any questions regarding Mr. Pollak’s Summer Reading Program can be addressed via email to him at: spollak@webutuckschools.org
******* SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT 9th GRADE ENGLISH *******

Mr. Pollak is asking 9th Grade English students to use a loose-leaf notebook (3-ring binder) rather than spiral-bound notebooks. Also, we only use blue or black ink pens in class.
