MR. POLLAK



                   English Language Arts – 9R  spollak@webutuckschools.org
               “PARTNERSHIP AND DISCOVERY”
September 2009
Dear Students:

Welcome to 9th grade English!  Please carefully read this important information. 
Our ELA curriculum is aligned with New York State Learning Standards. There will be an emphasis on the following skills:

*writing and note-taking; research skills
*reading comprehension and analysis, and literary elements and techniques

*listening, speaking, working with others

*vocabulary, spelling, grammar, punctuation
Also, we will become familiar with the Regents Examination you will take as juniors.

CLASSROOM GUIDELINES:

1.  Always bring to class:

a blue or black ballpoint pen (we will not be using pencils)

a loose-leaf notebook (3-ring binder) with sections for notes, vocabulary, handouts, and writing; also have extra paper


any current reading (you may want to use a “special” bookmark)

your vocabulary book.
2.  Classroom procedures:

When you enter the classroom, please be ready to work with your notebook open, pen out, and homework on your desk. You will see on the board:



DATE (with lesson number):



GOAL:



DO NOW:



HW:

Please write these immediately in your notebook’s “notes” section. Also, you may want to copy any “quote of the day” that speaks to you.
3.  Conduct

Simply, I expect us to show respect for each other and for our work space (the classroom). Our classes end when we agree with words to stop our study and pack-up; please do not anticipate the bell. Also, let’s not generate trash (paper, used gum, empty water bottles, and the like).
4.  Assignments and grades:

•Expect homework. It is to be finished and presented on the due date; this earns an A. The grade drops to C if it is incomplete or one day late, and becomes an F on the next day if it is still incomplete or late.

•All work is to be printed or written in blue or black ink; final drafts are to be printed using a word processor. (Please let me know if this is a problem.)
•You may want a parent/guardian to write a note when work is late or incomplete because of special circumstances.
•It is your responsibility to make-up missed assignments. You can talk with a classmate, contact me at school, or send me an email.

•When a due date is missed because of an absence, the assignment is to be brought in the day you return to school.

•Quizzes or tests missed because of an absence must be taken within a week of returning to school. 
•There will be no tests on Mondays or the day after a holiday.
•Grades for each marking period will be weighted as follows:


group work & discussion
25%


HW



15%


quizzes & tests

20%


writing
& projects

25%



notebook/notes

15%
Rubrics will be used to grade “group work & discussion,” “notebook,” and “writing & projects.”                                                                                                                      

READING ASSIGNMENTS 
In addition to assigned reading, you will independently choose four (4) books to read.  Here is the schedule:

choose & approve

assignment due

16 SEP 09


13 OCT 09

17 NOV 09


17 DEC 09

09 FEB 10


16 MAR 10

04 MAY 10


 03 JUN 10
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
I look forward very much to classes filled with joyous learning (DISCOVERY), mutual respect (PARTNERSHIP), and intellectual growth.
Please sign your name and have a parent sign as well, indicating that this letter has been read and understood.
___________________________________________________________
(student signature)




(date)
____________________________________________________________
(parent signature)




(date)
