English Language Arts Grade 8: 2010 – 2011
Mr. Pollak: Summer Reading Program for New 8th Graders
Summer reading is about teamwork – parents, teachers and children showing up for practice.     -  Lisa Von Drasek
However little television you watch, watch less. Read. Read for pleasure. Read for happiness.  - David McCullough (historian)
Welcome to 8th grade! The Summer Reading Program is part of your preparation for the coming year’s English program.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Required Reading for All Rising 8th Graders 
The writing assignment is explained at the end of this list.
Covey, Sean The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens 1998

“…stuffed…full of cartoons, clever ideas, great quotes, and incredible stories about real teens from all over the world…” NONFICTION (ADVICE/SELF-HELP)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

All rising 8th graders must also read at least one book from this list:
Your understanding of the text will be assessed at the start of the school year.
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Twisted 2007

Teen’s Top Ten, ALA Best Book for Young Adults, International Reading Association Top Ten, Author Recommended by Webutuck High School Students
“Socially inept Tyler Miller thinks his senior year of high school is going to be a year like no other. Enter super-popular Bethany Milbury, sister of his tormentor, Chip, and daughter of his father's boss.” FICTION

Choldenko, Gennifer. Al Capone Does My Shirts 2006

A Newbery Honor book
Twelve-year-old Moose moves to Alcatraz so his father can work as a prison guard and his younger, autistic sister, Natalie, can attend a special school in San Francisco. “(An)…appealing novel…” FICTION
Gibson, William. The Miracle Worker 1960

Tony Award for Best Play

“An emotional earthquake…” DRAMA

Green, John. Looking for Alaska 2009 ***(parental approval advised)***

The Michael L. Printz Award winner

“The novel's chief appeal lies in Miles's…initial excitement about being on his own for the first time.” FICTION
McCormick, Patricia. Cut  2000 ***(parental approval advised)***
ALA Best Book for Teenagers, Recommended by Webutuck High School Students
“A vivid and inspiring first novel…” FICTION

Pullman, Phillip. The Golden Compass 1995

Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award (for a writer)
“Extraordinary storytelling at its very best.” FICTION (FANTASY)
Zusak, Markus. The Book Thief  2007
A Printz Honor Award, Quill Award, and Book Sense of the Year winner

A girl saves books from Nazi burning and shares them with a Jewish man in hiding. FICTION
8th GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens
DUE: FIRST DAY OF CLASS
WRITE SUMMARIES (7 total) – After each “habit,” write a summary of the section. Your summary may be a paragraph, bullet points, or a graphic organizer.

Any questions regarding Mr. Pollak’s Summer Reading Program can be addressed via email to him at: spollak@webutuckschools.org
******* SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT 8th GRADE ENGLISH *******

Mr. Pollak asks 8th Grade English students to use a loose-leaf notebook (3-ring binder) rather than spiral-bound notebooks. Also, we only use blue or black ink pens in class.
