Copies available in classroom:
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon
Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his mother. 

Mr. Pollak suggests:

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver
Taylor, a poor Kentuckian, makes her way west with an abandoned baby girl and stops in Tucson where
she finds friends and discovers resources in seemingly empty places.

	AGAINST ALL ODDS: Life’s Challenges

Anton the Dove Fancier and Other Tales from the Holocaust by Bernard Gotfryd 
Gotfryd recounts his Holocaust experiences before, during, and after World War II. 

Autobiography of a Face by Lucy Grealy 
A memoir in which award-winning poet Lucy Grealy recalls her experiences with a potentially terminal cancer that required she have a third of her jaw removed when she was nine years old, and discusses the suffering she endured as she was growing up from classmates, strangers, and other people because of her looks. 

The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things by Carolyn Mackler 
Feeling like she does not fit in with the other members of her family, who are all thin, brilliant, and good-looking, fifteen-year-old Virginia tries to deal with her self-image, her first physical relationship, and her disillusionment with some of the people closest to her. 

Eleven Seconds: A Story of Tragedy, Courage, and Triumph by Travis Roy 
Roy recounts how his life has changed since a freak accident in 1995 in his first Boston University hockey game that left him paralyzed from the neck down. 

A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius by Dave Eggers 
A memoir in which the author discusses the unrelated deaths of his parents within a period of months, his newly acquired responsibility for his eight-year-old brother, and his creation of a satirical magazine. 

Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos 
The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug user and smuggler, was arrested, did time in prison, and eventually got out and went to college, all the while hoping to become a writer. 

Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer
When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways diner, they become involved with the diner owner's political campaign to oust the town's corrupt mayor. 

A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines
This book tells the story of a young African-American man sentenced to death for a murder he did not commit, and a teacher who tries to impart to him his learning and pride before the execution. 

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 
Fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon, the victim of a sexual assault and murder, looks on from the afterlife as her family deals with their grief, and waits for her killer to be brought to some type of justice. 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life has taken. 

My Sister's Keeper by Jodi Picoult
Thirteen-year-old Anna, conceived specifically to provide blood and bone marrow for her sister Kate who was diagnosed with a rare form of leukemia at the age of two, decides to sue her parents for control of her body when her mother wants her to donate a kidney to Kate. 

Peeling the Onion by Wendy Orr 
Following an automobile accident in which her neck is broken, a teenage karate champion begins a long and painful recovery with the help of her family. 

Shakespeare Bats Cleanup by Ron Koertge
When a fourteen-year-old baseball player catches mononucleosis, he discovers that keeping a journal and experimenting with poetry not only helps fill the time, it also helps him deal with life, love, and loss. 

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
Having broken up an end-of-summer party by calling the police, high-school freshman Melinda Sordino begins the school year as a social outcast. She's the only person who knows the real reason behind her call: she was raped at the party by Andy Evans, a popular senior at her school. Slowly, with the help of an eccentric and understanding art teacher, she begins to recover. 

You Remind Me of Me by Dan Chaon 
Jonah Doyle must deal with the physical scars left him when the family Doberman attacks him, the mental anguish of his mother's suicide, and the painful search for the older brother he never knew.

ALMOST REAL: Historical Fiction
The Agony and the Ecstasy: A Biographical Novel of Michelangelo by Irving Stone
Michelangelo's career as a sculptor, painter, architect, and poet is traced from his promising boyhood apprenticeships to the painter Ghirlandaio and the sculptor Bertoldo through all the years of his genius. 

Ahab’s Wife by Sena by Jeter Naslund
A novel inspired by Herman Melville's Moby Dick in which Una Spenser, wife of Captain Ahab, tells the story of her life in a whaling village in mid-nineteenth century America. 

Anna of Byzantium by Tracy Barrett 
In the eleventh century the teenage princess Anna Comnena fights for her birthright, the throne to the Byzantine Empire, which she fears will be taken from her by her younger brother John because he is a boy.

Escape from Warsaw by Ian Serraillier 
During 1942 in Warsaw, Edek shoots a Nazi Storm Trooper. Edek and his two sisters must escape from the secret police.

The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende 
Presents a novel set in an unnamed Latin American country and describes the struggles, passions, and secrets of the Trueba family that spans three generations. 

On the Bus: A Novel of Families Trapped by Forced Busing by Kimberly Scott 
Story of two families, one black one white, living in Boston at a time of outward racial tensions and hatred. 

The Piano Tuner by Daniel Mason
An unassuming London piano tuner enters a dangerous, exotic world when he is sent by the British War Office to the Burmese jungle to repair a peace-keeping army surgeon-major's grand piano. Reminiscent of 
Heart of Darkness. 

The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 
During his service in the Civil War, a young Union soldier matures to manhood and finds peace of mind as he comes to grips with his conflicting emotions about war. 

Stones from the River by Ursula Hegi
Trudi Montag, a dwarf living in a small German town through both world wars, learns to find acceptance because she learns that all humans are different. 
AND THE WINNER IS: Award Winners

All the King's Men by Robert Penn Warren Pulitzer
Jack Burden, a young journalist, becomes involved with Willie Stark's quest for power while serving as a Southern governor. C

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay by Michael Chabon Pulitzer
In 1939 New York City, Joe Kavalier, a refugee from Hitler's Prague, joins forces with his Brooklyn-born cousin, Sammy Clay, to create comic-book super heroes inspired by their own fantasies, fears, and dreams.

American Pastoral by Philip Roth Pulitzer
A former athletic star, devoted family man, and owner of a thriving glove factory, Seymour "Swede" Levov finds his life coming apart during the social disorder of the 1960s, when his beloved daughter turns revolutionary terrorist out to destroy her father's world. 
Angela's Ashes by Frank McCourt Pulitzer
Memoir of the author's miserable childhood growing up in poverty in Ireland, with the stereotypically long-suffering mother and drunken father who nurtures in his son an appetite for stories. 

Angle of Repose by Wallace Stegner Pulitzer
Susan and her engineer husband live rough lives in mining camps during the late 19th century, and their marriage cannot survive. 

Bel Canto by Ann Patchett PEN-Faulkner Award
A group of international guests, taken hostage by terrorists while attending a birthday party at the home of the vice president of a small South American country, form bonds with their captors and enter into an almost idyllic lifestyle, united by the music of Roxanne Coss, opera's most revered soprano. 
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson Pulitzer 
This extended letter from an aging pastor to his young son digs many levels deep. On the literal plane, Gilead recounts the history of a family of preachers on Iowa’s prairie. Philosophically, it delves into morality, racial justice, the decline of religion in American life, and the nature of faith in a beautiful, often undecipherable, world. Finally, on the personal level, it offers soul-searching lessons for fathers and sons. 

Going After Cacciato by Tim O'Brien National Book Award
An American soldier in Vietnam decides to leave the war and simply walks out of the jungle, with the intent of going to Paris. 

Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies by Jared M. Diamond Pulitzer
Diamond traces the development of primitive societies showing why some groups advanced more rapidly than others and how this progression explains why various populations stabilize at specific phases of development while others continue to evolve. 

The Hours by Michael Cunningham Pulitzer
Author Virginia Wolf awakens one morning in London in 1923 with a dream that will become Mrs. Dalloway. In the present, Clarissa Vaughan is planning a party in Greenwich Village for her oldest love, a poet dying from AIDS. And in Los Angeles in 1949, Laura Brown is pregnant and unsettled, trying to prepare for her husband's birthday, but wanting nothing more than to sit and read Woolf. 

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison National Book Award
In the course of his wanderings from a Southern college to New York's Harlem, an African-American man becomes involved in a series of adventures. 

John Adams by David McCullough Pulitzer
McCullough chronicles the life of the second president, John Adams, describing the many conflicts--including international exploits--he faced during his long political career and exploring the love story that was his marriage to Abigail and the complexity of his friendship with Thomas Jefferson. 
The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara Pulitzer 
A fictional account of four days in July, 1863 at the Battle of Gettysburg discussing tactics, plans, and preparations for battle from both the Northern and Southern points of view. 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel Booker Prize
Possessing encyclopedia-like intelligence, unusual zookeeper's son Pi Patel sets sail for America, but when the ship sinks, he escapes on a life boat and is lost at sea with a dwindling number of animals until only he and a hungry Bengal tiger remain.  


'Night Mother by Marsha Norman Pulitzer Prize
Provides the text of the 1983 Pulitzer Prize-winning drama about Jessie Cates, a divorced woman whose life is stale and unprofitable, and the helpless desperation experienced by her mother when Jessie calmly announces her intention to commit suicide. 

Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson PEN-Faulkner Award
After returning from internment and trying to get his land back, Kabuo Miyomoto is arrested and tried for the murder of Carl Heine. 
THE GAMES PEOPLE PLAY: Sports
The Education of a Coach by David Halberstram
Bill Belichick is the only head coach in NFL history to win three Super Bowl championships during a four-year span. The success of the New England Patriots' head honcho fascinates Pulitzer Prize-winning author David Halberstam, but what captivates him even more is Belichick's total lack of charisma. The Education of a Coach explores the extraordinary career of a gridiron genius who has consistently avoided celebrity. 

Faithful by Stewart O'Nan and Stephen King.
The authors chronicle the 2004 Boston Red Sox season and the World Series championship for the first time in eighty-six years. 

Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger 
Chronicles a football season in Odessa, Texas, exploring the role of high school sports in America and how they can bring communities together, and tear them apart. 

The Greatest Game Ever Played: Harry Vardon, Francis Ouimet, and the Birth of Modern Golf by Mark Frost
Presents an early-twentieth-century history of golf by telling the stories of British champion Harry Vardon and young American Francis Ouimet, focusing on their showdown at the 1913 U.S. Open. 

The Home Team: Of Mothers, Daughters, and American Champions by Ruthann Lobo, Rebecca Lobo 
Mother Ruthann taught her daughters they could be anything they wanted, and Rebecca became captain of the national championship women's basketball team at U.Conn. and athlete of the year in 1995. Also recounts the mother's courageous battle with breast cancer. 

It's Not about the Bike: My Journey Back to Life by Lance Armstrong with Sally Jenkins. 
Champion cyclist Lance Armstrong describes his triumph over cancer. 

The Last Amateurs: Playing for Glory and Honor in Division I College Basketball by John Feinstein
The author presents a look at college basketball as he believes it should be conducted, focusing on the Patriot League, a group of teams from seven academically oriented colleges whose players rarely have expectations of making basketball their careers, but play for the pure love of the sport. 

The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams by Darcy Frey 
The story of dreams and cynicism, the often naive hopes of youth played out against the realities of SATs, the NCAA, and the brutal world of college athletic sports recruitment. 

Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game by Michael Lewis
Examines the mathematical strategies by which manager Billy Beane handled the financially strapped Oakland Athletics' 2002 draft and led the baseball team to success despite its lack of high profile players. 

Patriot Reign by Michael Holley
The author examines the heart of the New England Patriots football club and how its head coach, Bill Belichick, transformed a team of unmotivated, underperforming players into champions. 

Season of Life: A Football Star, a Boy, a Journey to Manhood by Jeffrey Marx
Marx reflects upon his season covering Maryland high school football team the Gilman Greyhounds, describing the lessons he learned about manhood from the Greyhounds' coach, football-star-turned-minister Joe Ehrmann, and the impact it had on his relationship with his father. 

Shoeless Joe by W.P. Kinsella 
An Iowa farmer builds a baseball stadium in his cornfield, hoping his hero, Shoeless Joe Jackson, will play in it. 

Shooting from the Outside by Joan Ryan and Tara Vanderveer
Sports journalist Ryan and Stanford women's basketball coach team up to write about the quest for Olympic gold in 1996. Contains autobiographical information about Vanderveer and relates her passionate belief that women's sports have wider social significance. 

Values of the Game by Bill Bradley
Contains ten essays in which former basketball player and senator Bill Bradley reflects on the qualities that separate winners from losers, focusing on the importance of shared values among team members. 

Wait Till Next Year by Doris Kearns Goodwin
The author explores her childhood in Rockville Centre, Long Island and how baseball, especially the play of the Brooklyn Dodgers, was important in her relationships with family, friends, and neighbors. 

We Are All Athletes by Mariah Burton Nelson 
Award-winning author and athlete, Nelson provides life lessons from the playing fields, and shows readers how to approach life with an athletic mentality. Includes interviews with business, military, arts and sports icons. 
INTO THE WILD: Action, Adventure and Suspense
The Call of the Wild by Jack London 
The classic adventure tale of an unusual dog, part St. Bernard, part Scotch Shepherd, that was kidnapped and shipped off to Alaska to work on the Klondike Gold Rush. Buck the dog quickly learns how to survive in the wild and also learns the call of the wolf. 

Coyote Waits by Tony Hillerman 
An investigation of the murder of a tribal policeman leads to a historical find worth a fortune. Jim Chee is the Navajo tribal investigator in each novel. 

Devices and Desires by P.D. James
Scotland Yard's Adam Dalgliesh leaves London to vacation in Norfolk and becomes involved in the hunt for the person responsible for a series of murders of young women, which mysteriously continues after the suspect's capture. 

Double Indemnity by James M. Cain 
An unfaithful and unscrupulous wife exploits a morally inert insurance salesman in a scheme to murder her husband and collect his insurance. 

Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett
British Intelligence must thwart Die Nadel, the only spy Hitler trusts, from reaching Hitler to tell about the 1944 invasion of France. As D-Day approaches, Faber, an aristocratic German spy known as "The Needle," is aware of the the Allies' top-secret intended place of attack, but is distracted by the affections of Lucy Rose, a lonely, strong-willed Englishwoman. 

The Firm by John Grisham
Mitch McDeere, a Harvard Law graduate, becomes suspicious of his Memphis tax firm when mysterious deaths, obsessive office security, and the Chicago mob figure into its operations. 

Grind by Eric Walters 
Philip, obsessed with skateboarding, finds himself pushed to perform more and more dangerous stunts when he begins taping himself and posting the movies on a Website to make money. 

High Trail to Danger by Joan Nixon Lowery 
In 1879 seventeen-year-old Sarah travels from Chicago to the violent town of Leadtown, Colorado, to locate her missing father, but she finds that the mention of his name brings her strange looks and an attempt on her life. 

Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
Doyle presents the classic mystery novel in which legendary detective Sherlock Holmes and his assistant Dr. Watson are called to investigate the case of a family in Devonshire living under the curse of a spectral hound. 

Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster by Jon Krakauer 
The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest during its deadliest season and examines what it is about the mountain that makes people willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense. 

A Judgement in Stone by Ruth Rendell 
When a housekeeper carries out a modern "Valentine's Day Massacre" on the family that employs her, Detective Chief Superintendent William Vetch investigates to uncover evidence of a personal tragedy that precipitated the crime. 

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie
On a three day journey through the snowbound Balkan hills, Hercule Poirot tracks down a murderer among a colorful and unusual assortment of passengers aboard the Orient Express in one of Christie's best known works. 
Prey by Michael Crichton
Deep in the remote Nevada desert, eight people are trapped inside of the Xymos Corporation by a rapidly evolving swarm of predatory molecules that have massed together to form a powerful and intelligent organism that is targeting its creators. B

The Red Fox by Anthony Hyde 
When May Brightman asks foreign correspondent and Soviet expert Robert Thorne to help find her father, a millionaire fur dealer who has mysteriously disappeared, a transcontinental hunt for Brightman--and a cache of gold ensues. 

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 
During one of his several adventurous voyages in the 1600s, an Englishman becomes the sole survivor of a shipwreck and lives for nearly thirty years on a deserted island. 

MIRRORS AND WINDOWS: Exploring Cultures
The Alchemist by Paula Coehlo 
Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy, sets out from his home in Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of buried treasure, but through his encounters with a Gypsy woman, a man who calls himself a king, and an Alchemist, he learns the value of the treasures found within himself. 

Almost a Woman by Esmeralda Santiago
Esmeralda Santiago discusses what it was like to grow up as a Puerto Rican teenager in New York and to go against the wishes of her over-protective mother to discover her true identity.

Bread Givers by Anzia Yezierska 
Sara Smolinsky, the youngest daughter of an Orthodox rabbi in 1920’s New York, rejects her father's conception of Jewish womanhood and makes a stand for independence when she takes a job as an ironer and rents a room of her own. 

Caucasia by Danzy Senna 
Two sisters, one light-skinned like their mother, the other dark like their father, are separated after their parents divorce and go on to lead very different lives while hoping for a reunion with each other. 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
Amir, haunted by his betrayal of Hassan, the son of his father's servant and a childhood friend, returns to Kabul as an adult after he learns Hassan has been killed, in an attempt to redeem himself by rescuing Hassan's son from a life of slavery to a Taliban official. 
The Line of the Sun by Judith Ortiz Cofer
The niece of a black-sheep uncle tells of his life and adventures from a single Puerto Rican village to a tough immigrant community in New Jersey. 

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
A young man born of Indian parents in America struggles with issues of identity from his teens to his thirties. 

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha by Roddy Doyle 
It is 1968 and a ten-year-old boy growing up in Dublin faces the triumphs, indignities, warmth, and cruelty of his world, and tries to make sense of it all. 

A Pale View of the Hills by Kazuo Ishiguro
Etsuko, a Japanese woman living alone in England, contemplates the recent suicide of her eldest daughter, mingling the tragedy with memories of the devastation of Japan during World War II and the calamities of her own life. 


The Second Life of Samuel Tyne by Esi Edugyan
Samuel Tyne quits his dead-end job as a government employee to move his family to his uncle's crumbling mansion in a small Canadian town, where he hopes to reclaim a communal, idyllic way of life, but instead finds himself and his family facing racism and ridicule. 

Snow Flower and The Secret Fan by Lisa See 
See's engrossing novel set in remote 19th-century China details the deeply affecting story of lifelong, intimate friends Lily and Snow Flower, their imprisonment by rigid codes of conduct for women and their betrayal by pride and love. 

The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures by Anne Fadiman 
Examines cultural issues in the American health care system through the case of Lia, a Hmong-American girl suffering from epilepsy whose treatment by doctors in California conflicted with the traditional healing beliefs held by her family. 

Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, a Cycle of Four Novels by Yukio Mishima
English translation of a Japanese novel tells the story of Kiyoaki Matsugae who comes of age in Tokyo in 1912, a time when the world of the ancient aristocracy is beginning to give way to outsiders. 

When My Name Was Keoko by Linda Sue Park 
With national pride and occasional fear, a brother and sister face the increasingly oppressive occupation of Korea by Japan during World War II, which threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely. 

The Women of Brewster Place by Gloria Naylor
A series of vignettes focusing on seven African-American women who are residents of Brewster Place, showing how their reactions to certain situations are affected by their backgrounds, ages, dreams, and problems. 
OUT OF THIS WORLD: Science Fiction and Fantasy
Childhood’s End by Arthur C. Clarke 
When the Overlords first came to Earth, they brought peace and prosperity with them, but it soon became apparent that their purpose was the elimination of the human race. 

Clovermead by David Randall 
Clovermead, twelve-year-old tomboy, learns that her father has been lying about the past and that the truth may be the key to ending the epic battle raging between the followers of Lord Ursus and those of Lady Moon. 

Dawn by Octavia Butler
In a world devastated by nuclear war with humanity on the edge of extinction, aliens finally make contact. They rescue those humans they can, keeping most survivors in suspended animation while the aliens begin the slow process of rehabilitating the planet. A stunning story of invasion and alien contact by one of science fiction's finest writers. 

Dune by Frank Herbert 
The story of a young prince, Paul Artreides, scion of a star-crossed dynasty, and of his journey from boy to warrior to ruler of a dying planet destined to become a paradise regained. 

Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card 
Ender, who is the result of genetic experimentation, may be the military genius Earth needs in its war against an alien enemy. 

Fantastic Voyage by Isaac Asimov
Through the process of miniaturization, five people enter a tiny submarine and are injected into a man's circulatory system where they try to destroy a blood clot located in his brain. 

Fire Rose by Mercedes Lackey
Medieval scholar Rosalind Hawkins, left destitute when her family fortune disappears, accepts a position as governess in a house where there are no children, one servant, and a seemingly invisible employer. 

Foundation by Isaac Asimov 
As the Galactic Empire declines, psychohistorian Hari Seldon and his band of psychobiologists form the Foundation, designed to be the nucleus of an eventual ideal universal ruling corporation. 

The Golden Compass (a.k.a. The Northern Lights in the U.K.) by Philip Pullman or the others in the trilogy (The Subtle Knife, The Amber Spyglass ) 
Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North. 

A Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood 
Set in the near future, America has become a puritanical theocracy and Offred tells her story as a Handmaid under the new social order. 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams
Douglas Adams's hapless hero Arthur Dent travels the galaxy with his intrepid pal Ford Prefect, getting into horrible messes and generally wreaking hilarious havoc. Dent is grabbed from Earth moments before a cosmic construction team obliterates the planet to build a freeway. 

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States. 

The Illustrated Man by Ray Bradbury 
Eighteen science fiction stories, including "The Other Foot", "Zero Hour," "The Long Rain," "The Rocket Man," "The Last Night of the World," and "The Exiles." 

The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells
The tale of a scientist who discovers how to make his body become invisible, but, when he can't make himself visible again, becomes violently insane. 

Journey to the Center of the Earth by Jules Verne
Three men dare to adventure into a subterranean world full of danger and beauty. They discover many unusual things on their trip to the Earth's mysterious core. 

The Long Patrol by Brian Jacques 
Tammo, a daring young hare hungry for adventure, is sent with Russa Nodrey, the wandering red squirrel, to join the Long Patrol and defend Salamandastron against the Rapscallion horde. One of the Redwall 
series of books. 
The Man in the High Castle by Philip K. Dick 
An alternative history in which Germany and Japan jointly occupy the defeated United States twenty years after World War II. 

Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley
When Morgan le Fay has to sacrifice her virginity during fertility rites, the man who impregnates her is her younger brother Arthur, whom she turns against when she thinks he has betrayed the old religion of Avalon. 

The Neverending Story by Michael Ende 
Shy, awkward Bastian is amazed to discover that he has become a character in the mysterious book he is reading and that he has an important mission to fulfill. 

Rhapsody: Child of Blood by Elizabeth Haydon
Rhapsody, a singer of some talent who is on the run from a persistent old romantic interest, literally bumps into a couple of shady characters who not only come to her rescue, but who drag her along on a life-changing epic adventure. 

The Wanting Seed by Anthony Burgess
Anthony Burgess turns the typical dystopian novel on its ear. Instead of a methodical, technorganic world, Mr. Burgess presents a smelly, macrobiotic mess of overpopulation and disharmony. Instead of a grim, foreboding atmosphere, Mr. Burgess employs a lighthearted, quirky tone, allowing readers to smirk at the ridiculousness and incongruity to which the world of the Wanting Seed has been driven. 

Watership Down by Richard Adams
In a constant struggle against oppression, a group of rabbits searches for peaceful co-existence.The major battles are fought against the dictator rabbit General Woundwort and his secret police. 

The Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula LeGuin 
A boy grows to manhood while attempting to subdue the evil he unleashed on the world as an apprentice to the master wizard. 

Woman on the Edge of Time by Marge Piercy
With honest and compelling prose, Marge Piercy delves into the mind of thirty-seven-year-old Consuelo (Connie) Ramos, a woman who exists on the fringes of life in contemporary New York City. The novel shifts between the horrible conditions in psychiatric wards and the year 2137, as Connie at first talks to, then time travels with Luciente, a person from that future time. 
POT LUCK: Good Reads
The Confessions of Max Tivoli by Andrew Sean Greer
Max, born with the body of a very old man, finds his physical body growing younger as his mind grows older, giving him multiple chances to win the heart of Alice, the neighbor girl he fell in love with as a child, and who fails to recognize him as they meet again and again throughout their lives. 

The Dante Club by Matthew Pearl 
The title refers to an actual group of 19th-century Bostonians who gathered to translate Dante's Inferno for an American audience. While poring over the poem, the men find themselves on the trail of a serial killer who tortures his victims in ways that seem to be taken straight out of the pages of Inferno. 

The Diagnosis by Alan Lightman 
Lightman’s novel perfectly captures the frenzy of our electronic era in this breakneck tale of one man's short-circuiting under the relentless pace and pressure of life in the age of information overload. Always on the phone, compulsively checking his watch, and frantically responding to e-mails, Bill Chalmers runs himself ragged until, suddenly, he snaps. 

Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant by Anne Tyler 
Pearl Tull's children return to their home to watch their mother die, and while they are there, they are forced to deal with the issues they have with their mother before it is too late. 
Einstein’s Dreams by Alan Lightman
Einstein's Dreams became a bestseller by delighting both scientists and humanists. It is technically a novel. Lightman uses simple, lyrical, and literal details to locate Einstein precisely in a place and time--Berne, Switzerland, spring 1905, when he was a patent clerk privately working on his bizarre, unheard-of theory of relativity. 

The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom
A bitter eighty-three-year-old war veteran who believes his life is meaningless dies while trying to save a little girl's life and finds himself in heaven, where five people from his past--some loved ones, some strangers--explain what his years on Earth really meant, and whether or not he succeeded in saving the child. 

How To Be Good by Nick Hornby
Just when the pair is on the verge of divorce, English doctor Katie Carr's cynical husband, David, undergoes a spiritual awakening and invites a faith healer to live with them and their two children. 

Kafka on the Shore by Hruki Murakami 
Fifteen year-old Kafka Tamura runs away from home, both to escape his father's oedipal prophecy and to find his long-lost mother and sister. As Kafka flees, so too does Nakata, an elderly simpleton whose quiet life has been upset by a gruesome murder. What follows is a kind of double odyssey, as Kafka and Nakata are drawn inexorably along their separate but somehow linked paths, groping to understand the roles fate has in store for them. 

Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Fermina Daza and Florentino Ariza consummate their passion at the beginning of the 20th century after having waited over 50 years. 

Prom by Laurie Halse Anderson
Eighteen-year-old Ash wants nothing to do with senior prom, but when disaster strikes and her desperate friend, Nat, needs her help to get it back on track, Ash's involvement transforms her life. 

Rule of the Bone by Russell Banks 
The story of a troubled fourteen-year-old boy who, upon leaving an abusive homelife, lives on the edge of society, struggling to find himself. 

She's Come Undone by Wally Lamb 
A series of tragedies, including the death of her baby brother, her parent's divorce, her mother's nervous breakdown, and her own rape at the age of thirteen, leaves Dolores Price wounded both mentally and physically, but she miraculously finds the strength to give herself one more chance at life and love. 

Sula by Toni Morrison 
Traces the lives of two black heroines from their growing up together in a small Ohio town, to their sharply divergent paths of womanhood, to their ultimate confrontation and reconciliation. 

Vanishing Act by Jodi Picoult
Working with the Search and Rescue bloodhound team to find missing people, single mother Delia Hopkins anticipates her upcoming nuptials, until a series of unsettling flashbacks threatens to devastate her life and the lives of those she loves. 

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail by Bill Bryson 
Bryson share his experiences hiking the Appalachian Trail with a childhood friend. The two encounter eccentric characters, a blizzard, getting lost, and rude yuppies along the way. A powerful voice for the environment told with a great deal of humor. 

POWER TRIPS: Politics
Down and Out in the Great Depression: Letters from the Forgotten Man, edited by Robert S. McElvaine
A collection of letters by the ordinary men, women, and children who suffered through the Great Depression. 

The Gospel According to Larry by Janet Tashjian
17-year-old Josh wants to save the world and win the love of his girlfriend. Self-deprecating humorous tone tackles some sophisticated issues, including materialism and activism. 

How We Got There: The 70s: The Decade That Brought You Modern Life by David Frum
Frum examines the political events, popular opinion polls, films, music, and advertising of the 1970s that brought extreme changes to popular American culture. 

Jailbird by Kurt Vonnegut
Walter Starbuck reflects on various aspects of American life as he has seen it during his sixty-six years. 

Jihad vs. McWorld by Benjamin Barber 
A study of how democracy is suffering from the forces of consumerist capitalism, which has broken down the borders between countries, creating a global village of communications, information, entertainment, and commerce. Examines religious and tribal fundamentalism, which is splintering the world into small, intolerant factions. 

What’s the Matter with Kansas? How Conservatives Won the Heart of America by Thomas Frank
A Kansas native, the author examines the reasons for the conservative revolution , charging that conservatives have used cultural outrage to influence the thinking of blue-collar workers. Sprinkled with humor. 

Whiteness Visible: The Meaning of Whiteness in American Literature and Culture by Valerie Babb 
Babb investigates the history, values, rituals, and shared consciousness that created whiteness in the United States. Babb surveys early American writings and material culture, 19th-century literature, and early 20th-century cultural creations. She claims we can only understand the full significance of race, when we understand how the concept of "whiteness" was created in a cultural context. 

REAL LIVES/REAL PEOPLE: Biographies, Autobiographies and Memoirs
All Rivers Run to the Sea: Memoirs by Elie Wiesel                                                                                                                                         Elie Wiesel recounts his life story, telling of his childhood in the Carpathian mountains, his imprisonment at Auschwitz and Buchenwald, and his career as a journalist. Abridged 

All Souls: A Family Story from Southie by Michael Patrick MacDonald
MacDonald describes how his family survived the daily violence they encountered while living in South Boston during the 1970’s busing controversy and streets crowded with Whitey Bulger’s gangs. The author lost 4 of 8 siblings to violence.  


An American Requiem by James Carroll
The author reveals his tumultuous relationship with his father, an Air Force Lt. General who served in Vietnam, following his choice to leave the priesthood and campaign against the war. 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Alex Haley 
Malcolm X, the Black Muslim leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells his life story to veteran writer and journalist Alex Haley. 

Black Ice by Lorene Cary 
Cary, a black woman, recounts her challenging years as student and teacher at an elite prep school. 

Boston Boy by Nat Hentoff
Evocative memoir of growing up Jewish in the Boston of the 1930s and '40s. 

Can It Happen Again? Chronicles of the Holocaust edited by Roselle K. Chartock and Jack Spencer
Presents excerpts for over one hundred primary and secondary source writings about the Holocaust, including eyewitness accounts, memoirs, documentary materials, and selections from writers, scholars, and journalists. 

The Circuit: Stories from the Life of a Migrant Child by Francisco Jimenez 
Explores a migrant family's experiences moving through labor camps, facing poverty and impermanence, and discusses how they endure through faith, hope, and back-breaking work. 

The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to his White Mother by James McBride An African-American male tells of his mother, a white woman, who refused to admit her true identity. 

Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack Obama 
This memoir is not about his father's life, but about Obama's, and he brings that home with an intimate tone. (His 2004 Democratic Convention keynote address is included at the end.) Throughout the book, the U.S. Senator looks at race from the point of view of someone who has seen and been part of a variety of cultures, and he explains how his perspective shaped his views. 

Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim by David Sedaris 
These 27 essays (many previously published in Esquire, G.Q. or the New Yorker, or broadcast on PRI's This American Life) include his best and funniest writing yet about the exploits of his family in all its odd glory. 

Eleni by Nicholas Gage
In 1948, as civil war ravaged Greece, children were abducted and sent to communist "camps" inside the Iron Curtain. Eleni Gatzoyiannis, forty-one, defied the traditions of her small village and the terror of the communist insurgents to arrange for the escape of her three daughters and her son, Nicola. For that act, she was imprisoned, tortured, and executed in cold blood. B

The First Elizabeth by Carolly Erickson
A biography of Queen Elizabeth I, who withstood intense pressure to marry, survived two decades of aggression from the Catholic Mary Stuart, and stood fast against the Invincible Armada sent to destroy her.

Getting Away With Murder: The True Story of the Emmett Till Case by Chris Crowe 
Presents a true account of the murder of fourteen-year-old, Emmett Till, in Mississippi, in 1955. 

A Hope in the Unseen: An American Odyssey from the Inner City to the Ivy League by Ron Susskind 
Follows gifted African-American student Cedric Jennings from his crime-infested high school in Washington D.C. to his junior year at Brown University, discussing the problems he encountered along the road out of the ghetto. 

Hunger of Memory: The Education of Richard Rodriguez by Richard Rodriguez 
The author, a disadvantaged Mexican American, writes of feelings of alienation from his family as he learned English and earned a Ph.D. 

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs 
Presents the slave narrative of Harriet A. Jacobs, published in 1861 under the pseudonym Linda Brent, in which she describes the trials of her life as a Southern slave, and discusses her determination to win freedom for herself and her children. 

Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi
The author presents a memoir of her life in post-revolutionary Iran, focusing on her organization of a group of young women in 1997 who met secretly once a week to read and discuss forbidden works of Western literature. 

The Road from Coorain by Jill Ker Conway
The memoirs of Jill Conway and her journey into adulthood from a 30,000 acre sheep ranch in Coorain, Australia, to America where she became the first woman president of Smith College. 

The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. Du Bois
This book's largely autobiographical chapters take the reader through the momentous and moody maze of Afro-American life after the Emancipation Proclamation: from poverty, the neoslavery of the sharecropper, illiteracy, miseducation, and lynching, to the heights of humanity reached by the spiritual "sorrow songs" that birthed gospel and the blues. 

Teacher Man by Frank McCourt
The story of Frank's American journey from impoverished immigrant to brilliant teacher and raconteur. Frank lands in New York at nineteen, in the company of a priest he meets on the boat. Sequel to his first memoir, Angela's Ashes. 

Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck 
Contains observations about life and descriptions of nature as described by Steinbeck as he traveled from coast to coast at sixty years of age with his French poodle, Charley. 

Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington 
An autobiography in which Booker T. Washington, the son of a slave woman and a white man, discusses how he rose from slavery to become one of the most influential African-American leaders in the U.S., and founder of the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. 

Yell-Oh Girls by Vickie Nam 
Emerging voices explore culture, identity, and growing up Asian-American. Addresses a variety of issues Asian- American girls face in today's modern culture.

TRANSCENDS TIME: Classics

Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy
In nineteenth-century Russia, the wife of an important government official loses her family and social status when she chooses the love of Count Vronsky over a passionless marriage. 

Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Four sons of Fyodor Karamazov, a man of immoral character, must contend with a criminal investigation and with their own inner questions about justice and the existence of God after they are involved in their father’s murder. 

House of Mirth by Edith Wharton
Lily Bart, an orphaned child of a New York merchant, calmly prepares a campaign to marry for the power and luxury that money brings. 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
In early nineteenth-century England, an orphaned young woman accepts employment as a governess and soon finds herself in love with her employer who has a terrible secret. 

Middlemarch by George Eliot
Dorothea Brooke, a young woman of impeccable character, marries the embittered Mr. Casaubon, who almost immediately dies. Eliot takes the reader through a labyrinth of nineteenth-century morals and conventions as Dorothea searches for fulfillment and happiness. 

Moby Dick by Herman Melville 
Mad Captain Ahab's quest for the White Whale is a timeless epic--a stirring tragedy of vengeance and obsession, a searing parable about humanity lost in a universe of moral ambiguity. It is the greatest sea story ever told. 

The Once and Future King by T.H. White 
Tells the story of the youth and reign of King Arthur, the establishment of the Round Table, and the search for the Holy Grail. 

Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
1859 historical novel set in Paris and London during the French Revolution, in which a French nobleman, Charles Darnay, renounces his position and leaves his country, then returns during the Terror to save the life of a servant, putting himself in grave danger. 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy
The son in the family for which Tess Durbeyfield works assaults her, and she has a child who dies in infancy, but her husband is unforgiving. Set in 19th century England. 

This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
The coming of age story of Amory Blaine, a young college man in his twenties, including his years in prep school and his times at Princeton. 

War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy 
Epic novel about the lives of five aristocratic families in Moscow and St. Petersburg against the backdrop of the Napoleonic Wars of 1805-14. 

Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood Anderson 
A collection of interrelated stories in which George Willard, a young newspaper reporter, comments on the hopes, dreams, and fears of the residents of the small town of Winesburg, Ohio. 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
When Mr. Lockwood has an encounter with the spirit of Catherine Linton at the home of the unsociable Heathcliff, he hears the story of the tempestuous love affair between Catherine and Heathcliff. 

TRUE STORIES: Nonfiction
Blink by Malcolm Gladwell
Drawing on cutting-edge neuroscience and psychology, Gladwell shows how the difference between good decision-making and bad has nothing to do with how much information we can process quickly, but on the few particular details on which we focus. 

Bringing Down the House by Ben Mezrich
Describes how a group of overachieving, anarchist MIT students joined a decades-old underground blackjack club dedicated to counting cards and beating the system at major casinos around the world, managed to legally take several Las Vegas casinos for more than three million dollars. 

Common Ground: A Turbulent Decade in the Lives of Three American Families 
by J. Anthony Lucas
Describes events in the lives of three families during the 1968 Boston school integration crisis. 

Consumed by Benjamin Barber 
Barber proves his theory that the market imperative has conditioned us to lap up the easy offerings and reject hard, complicated works. This lifelong study of the effects of capitalism and privatization reveals a pervasiveness of branding and homogenization from which there is seemingly no turning back. 
A Death in Belmont by Sebastian Junger
From the acclaimed author of A Perfect Storm comes a powerful chronicle of three lives that collide in the vortex of one of America's most controversial serial murder cases (The Boston Strangler). 

Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal by Eric Schlosser 
Traces the history of the fast food industry and discusses how it arose in postwar America. 

Freakonomics by Steven Levitt
Which is more dangerous, a gun or a swimming pool? What do schoolteachers and sumo wrestlers have in common? Why do drug dealers still live with their moms? How much do parents really matter? What kind of impact did Roe v. Wade have on violent crime? Steven D. Levitt is not a typical economist. He is a much heralded scholar who studies the stuff and riddles of everyday life whose conclusions regularly turn the conventional wisdom on its head. 

The Hot Zone by Richard Preston 
Tells the dramatic story of U.S. Army scientists and soldiers who worked to stop the outbreak of a deadly and extremely contagious virus in 1989. 

In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex by Nathaniel Philbrick 
Tells the story of the Essex, a whaleship that set sail from Nantucket in 1819 on a routine voyage, and was rammed and sunk by an enraged sperm whale in the South Pacific, setting the twenty-man crew adrift in three tiny boats. Note: contains cannibalism. 
Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich 
Ehrenreich relates her experiences from 1998 to 2000, during which time joined the ranks of the working poor as a waitress, hotel housekeeper, cleaning woman, nursing home aide, and Wal-Mart clerk to see for herself how America's "unskilled" workers are able to survive on only $6 or $7 an hour. 
Our Posthuman Future by Francis Fukuyama
A prominent thinker explores the issue of genetic engineering and the drive to make ourselves ‘perfect’ in a readable, thought-provoking way. 

The Perfect Storm: A True Story of Men against the Sea by Sebastian Junger 
Uses interviews, memoirs, radio conversations, and technical research to recreate the last days of the crew of the "Andrea Gail," a fishing boat that was lost in a storm off the coast of Nova Scotia in October 1991. 

The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe 
Dramatizes the experiences of the 1950s test pilots and "Mercury 7" astronauts, including Chuck Yeager, John Glenn, and Alan Shepard, who built America's manned space program. 

The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid in America by Jonathan Kozol
"The nation needs to be confronted with the crime that we're committing and the promises we are betraying. This is a book about betrayal of the young, who have no power to defend themselves. It is not intended to make readers comfortable." Virtual apartheid is a fact of life in almost every urban school in America. 

The Soul of a New Machine by Tracy Kidder
A thoughtful, prescient book that tells stories of 35-year-old "veteran" engineers hiring recent college graduates and encouraging them to work harder and faster on complex and difficult projects, exploiting the youngsters' ignorance of normal scheduling processes while engendering a new kind of work ethic. 
A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again by David Foster Wallace 
These seven essays travel from a state fair in Illinois to a cruise ship in the Caribbean, explore how television affects literature and what makes film auteur David Lynch tick, and deconstruct deconstructionism and find the intersection between tornadoes and tennis. 

Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West by Stephen Ambrose 
Ambrose follows the Lewis and Clark Expedition from Thomas Jefferson’s hope of finding a waterway to the Pacific, through the heart-stopping moments of the actual trip. 

The Wright Sister: Katherine Wright and Her Famous Brothers by Richard Maurer 
Presents a brief biography of the sister of Orville and Wilbur Wright. 


 

 

