Summer 2011 
Required Summer Reading for Students Intending to Enroll in SUNY DCC ENG 101
1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor: a Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines
Thomas C. Foster
Harper Paperbacks (ISBN 006000942X or 978-0060009427)

2. Nickle and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America

Barbara Ehrenreich

Holt Paperbacks (ISBN 0805088385 or 978-0805088380)
“Nickle and Dimed project”

Directions:

1. Though Ehrenreich doesn't specifically mention "the feminization of poverty" in Nickel and Dimed, the book offers compelling evidence that women are more likely than men to be poor in America. Agree or disagree with this claim, using evidence from her book.

2. Short response - The book has many footnotes. Pick one or two and examine their relevance to the stories she is telling. (Suggestions: p. 26, p. 37, p. 79, p. 174.) Why does the book include footnotes?
3. Short response: This book is both wonderful and flawed. Consider for instance the references to "WalMartians" and to obesity. What did you personally find offensive in this book?

4. Further understanding: Relevant films and DVDs: 

The Corporation (2003)

Frontline: Is Wal-Mart Good for America? (2004) 

Roger & Me (1989) 

Sicko (2007) 

Waging a Living (2006) 

Wal-Mart: The High Cost of Low Price (2005).

Why Wal*Mart Works and Why This Makes Some People C-R-A-Z-Y! (2005) 

5. Extended response: Are we better off with Wal-Mart or worse off? Consider who “we” are.

