MR. POLLAK 


                           English Language Arts 9 – Honors (9H)

spollak@wcsd.dcboces.org

   

                  School Year 2008 – 2009
Dear Students and Parents:

The English 9 Honors program is an extension of our goal to offer more options and rigor to all students, especially those who embrace challenges.  The 9th grade ELA Honors curriculum is aligned with New York State Learning Standards and is part of the Regents preparatory track.  Teens choosing the Honors option will stretch their creativity and intellect, taking risks within the safety of a nurturing classroom.  I welcome humor along with the requisites of dedication to purpose, exemplary work ethic, and task focus.  Additionally, students earning Honors credit will be expected to work closely together as a community that has a passion for learning.  

In an open Honors program, students in a heterogeneous class setting are expected to work at a higher, more intensive level to earn Honors credit.  A major difference between levels is that Honors students are self-motivated decision-makers and critical thinkers who value education and prize the rewards of life-long study, including academic achievement.  Those who choose the Honors option certainly have big dreams, and know that academic engagement is a true path for reaching their vision.  Consequently, the curriculum is expanded for the Honors option:  
· Students in Honors English 9 must strive to write at the A level.  This is accomplished by revisions guided by teacher and peer editing. Also, essay assignments require additional reading, research, and analysis.

· Students are required to read additional books and write papers that link understanding of the work to cross-curricular learning and other ideas covered in class.

· Students in the Honors option demonstrate commitment to our learning community through discussion, homework, and assignment preparation; they help foster a positive learning environment through interactions with peers;   Honors students often lead class discussions and engage others in meaningful, in-depth conversations.  Their unique, individualized contributions to the general class facilitate our mission of “Discovery and Partnership.”
· Finally, students will complete a written Honors reflection as part of a final portfolio.

· Student transcripts will include an “honors” designation, and term grades will be multiplied by 1.1 for purposes of class rank.
There is ample work already in the curriculum.  Earning Honors credit is a considerable commitment.  We encourage risk-taking by allowing any student the opportunity to earn Honors credit in ELA 9 who has completed the summer reading assignment and who maintains an 85 average.
The Honors alternative is envisioned as a partnership among the student, the family, and the teacher. Please seriously consider the Honors option.  I am available to discuss your concerns, questions, and, certainly, your ideas about the Honors option in English Language Arts 9.

Should you decide to enroll, please sign and return the next page no later than Wednesday, September 10, 2008. 
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We accept the responsibilities and challenges of the English Language Arts 9 Honors option as partners in learning.

.

Please sign your names.

___________________________________________________________

(student signature)




(date)

____________________________________________________________

(parent signature)




(date)

__________________________________________________________________

Steven Pollak (teacher)



(date)

