           August 12, 2010

Greetings from the Academy,

 

Being in the midst of one of the greatest summers ever (weather-wise, at least) we are now able to answer many of the questions that our consolidation has raised.  Your patience and input has been and is still greatly appreciated.  Please know that our success flows from your support and involvement in everything we do and that all of the many decisions that we have made in the past months are being made so that we can have the best school possible.

 

That being said, we can now share the following in order to bring you up to speed:

 

· Our High School Annual Book Sale will take place tomorrow (Friday), August 13.  Grade 9 and transfer students may pick up their books beginning at 8:00am and grades 10 to 12 may begin arriving at 9:00am.  The sale ends at noon for everyone. 

 

· Elementary students should expect a letter from their teacher introducing themselves and welcoming them to an exciting new year in their grade.  Letters are expected to arrive on August 16. 

 

· Our school buildings will be closed on Wednesday, August 18, so that our entire faculty and staff can attend a retreat day led by our Chaplain, Fr. Bob Vaillancourt and our Campus Minister, Deacon Steve Harnois.  Please keep our faculty and staff in your prayers throughout this day of reflection, group building and prayer. 

 

· The school day will be as follows: 

· Grades Pre-K to 6 – 7:45am to 2:35pm, first day of school August 30. 

· Grades 7, 8, 9 and transfer students 8:00am to 12:45pm August 20 

·  Grades 7-12- 8:00am to 12:45pm  August 23 thru 27th. 

·  Grades 7-12- 8:00am to 2:10pm beginning August 30   

· A shuttle will run from the elementary school to the jr/sr high school at 7:30am for students who use Lewiston Bus transportation.  Please check with the transportation department at the Lewiston School Department to see if there is room on the bus that serves your area.  High school students may be able to utilize buses if there is room.   The shuttle will run from the 7-12 campus in Auburn @ 2:15  to the Pre-K to 6 campus in Lewiston and should arrive at the elementary campus at 2:30pm.  We are very appreciative that the City of Lewiston is continuing to transport our students.  Please be sure to thank your City officials whenever you see them. 

 

· We will be holding an Open House for parents and students of our Pre-K to 6 campus to meet the teachers and administrators on August 26 from 6:00 to 7:00 in the evening.  We will begin at 6:00pm in Holy Cross Church with a blessing and introductions and will then proceed to the school building.   A social with refreshments will follow immediately after in the parking lot, weather permitting.  We hope all parents and students can attend this important event.  Besides its new name the Pre-K to 6 campus has a new coat of paint in the hallways.  Light pastels brighten the inner atmosphere from the first step into the front entrance.  Students and parents will marvel at the new colors.  It is even more effective because of the new lights installed by DeBlois Electric.  Thanks to our Diocese for arranging and funding these new changes to our school and to the work of parents in past fundraisers to help pay for some of this work. 

 

· We are very pleased to announce that Bishop Malone will celebrate Mass to open the school year at our new Saint Dominic Academy at the Auburn campus on the morning of  September 1st.  All students from K to 12 will participate in this celebration of our new year in our new school.  The Mass begins at 9:15am, which means our K-6 students will be bused from Lewiston to Auburn beginning at 8:45am.  Parents are invited to attend this special celebration. 

 

· Saint Dominic Academy has entered into a contract with the Lewiston School Department  to  provide lunches to our Pre-K to 6 students.  Meals will be cooked at the Lewiston Schools and delivered in warming trays to be served by Mr. Allen and a crew of volunteers.  This is a change from the past and is designed to provide choices while not costing the school anything.  The menu will include 3 or 4 entrées to choose from, one of which will always be the ever popular PB&J.  Lunches will be served at four serving times starting at 11:20am and will finish by 12:30pm.  Since another entity is providing meals, it is especially important that payments be prompt.  Parents may pay by a month or more ahead.  The office will keep track of the accounts of students who pay ahead and notify parents when they need to send more money for lunches.  At the very least, parents will be asked to pay by the week on the first  school day of the week in an envelope with the child’s name, teacher’s name and grade written on it.  They should include the day and meal selections for the week.  Menus will be available on line.  The cost will be $3.00 per meal, which includes milk.  We are looking for more volunteers to help with the serving of lunches especially on Thursday and Friday and a couple of people for substitutes, we also need volunteers for the lunches at the Jr/Sr high school.  If you can help to serve on a regular basis from one day to five days per week, please call the elementary school at 783-9323.  Mrs. Langlois will take down your name and number to give to Mr. Allen.  Moms, dads, grandparents, or senior neighbors who can commit to at least one consistent day per week are welcome to apply for this heartwarming and “nourishing” opportunity.   Menus will be available online a week ahead and again, it is very important to pay ahead in order for this program to succeed. 

 

· There are a number of lockers that are no longer needed and we would like to make these available  to people or businesses that could use them.  If you have a need for lockers please call the school to let us know that you would like them.  A donation in kind will gladly be accepted. 

 

· Unfortunately, we will not have the services of a school nurse this year on a daily basis. If you have concerns about your child that we should be made aware of, please call the school to set up a meeting so we can discuss what your child’s needs are.  Please plan to keep your child home if they develop an illness so that they can both recover quickly and not spread their illness to the other children.  Be sure to completely fill out your child’s emergency form so that we know who to contact in the event of an illness or accident. 

 

         You no doubt have seen the new dress code on our www.st-dominic.net website.  Many parents are calling about the Spirit Shop.  Parents are encouraged to call Claire Gagnon at the 7-12 campus at 782-6911, extension 5.  Hours of the Spirit Shop are 8:00am to 3:00pm.   Sonia Parisi has graciously agreed to continue to volunteer at our elementary  campus and will open the Elementary Spirit Shop at the following times: 
                                From August 30th thru September 13:  7:45 to 8:45 and 2:00 to  2:35

                                Beginning September 14th: 7:45 to 8:45 or by appointment

An updated order sheet is on the website which has an addition of white and gray sweatshirts for Pre-K through Grade 6 gym uniforms. 

 

· The Junior High Soccer and Cross Country programs will start August 23rd, athletes must have  a permission slip, an insurance form and a copy of their physical exams (within the last 12 months).  With the low numbers in girls’ Junior High Soccer, we will be allowing 6th grade girls to play soccer.  All necessary paperwork must be filled out.  Junior High golf is still in limbo, as we are waiting on area Junior High’s or Middle schools to respond about interest and setting up golf matches with us.  If you have any questions please contact Lee Hixon at lee.hixon@portlanddiocese.org. 

 

Once again thank you for all of the positive responses and clarifying questions that have helped shaped our transition.  We are all looking forward to partnering with all of you in this most important of endeavors, the educating of our children.

 

Take care and God Bless,

 

Donald Fournier

Principal

 

