Course Syllabus

The History of the Church

Instructor:  Mrs. Jodi Hunt                                 




Office Hours: M-F 7:30- 8am / 3:25 pm- 5pm








           



           or by appointment

Email: jhunt@antonian.org or jhunt@ost.edu 

Website: http://www.acphs.org/academic/Section.cfm?SectionID=22385 

   or  www.schoolrack.com/hunt (both updated semi-daily) 

Textbook: Socias, Rev. James, ed. The History of the Church. Woodridge, Illinois: Midwest

                  Theological Forum, 2005. ISBN 1-890177-48-2.

Course Description: 

This course includes a comprehensive history of the Catholic Church including various major events in the Church’s history through the present day. This course places the Church in its context throughout history and explains the role that the Church and its leaders have played in the shaping of history for better or worse. By looking at and understanding timelines, maps, primary texts, and the Catholic Church's belief system, students should be able to connect the past events of the Catholic Church to current world events as well as see how each continually shape the present and future Catholic Church. 

Goals: The student's overall success in this course will supply to him/her


1. preparation for future courses in Theology as well as any future ministries within the
Catholic Church that the 
    student commits themselves to


2. practice in collaborating with fellow classmates


3. familiarity with the current teachings of the Church established through its history 


4. a understanding of the Catholic Church's place among global issues

Course Objectives: After successfully completing the above goals the student will be able to

1. identify and explain the major events and teachings of the Catholic Church

2. discern the overall relevance of Church History in relation to their own personal spiritual journey

3. recognize the importance of Church History within a global context

Essential Questions:

1. What influences did Hellenism and the Roman Empire have on Judaism and the spread of Christianity?

2. Describe the roles that Martyrs played in contributing to the well-being of the early Church. What early Christian writings may have inspired the Martyrs?

3. In what ways did the Edict of Milan change the dynamics of the Roman Empire and Christianity? 

4. Describe the three major effects that monasteries had on Europe. 

5. Name the major characteristics of Islam. Do the differences between Christianity and Islam still affect their relationship today?

6. In what ways did the early missionaries of the Church embrace various cultures? Did they adapt the teachings of the Church to the cultures they were evangelizing?

7. Identify the events and disagreements that caused the Great Schism of 1054. 

8. What were the temporal and spiritual motivations behind the Crusades and the Inquisition?

9. Describe the Scholastic developments of the High Middle Ages and the effects it had on Christian Culture.

10. Explain the effects that the Age of Discovery had on the Catholic Church. 

11. Was Luther’s 95 Theses a direct attempt made by him to establish a new Church? Why or why not? 

12. What was the cause of the Reformation and the effect that it had on the Church? 

13. Describe the roles that Catholics played during World War II. In your opinion, were Catholics persecuted just as harsh as the Jews? Explain your answer. 

Overarching Essential Questions:

Semester I: 

What major Theological developments within the Catholic Church came out of the persecution of Christians and the heresies that once plagued the Church? Are there any modern day Church Theologies that have come out of current global situations? (Give 3 major Theological developments and one major development that has evolved from a current event)
How would you describe to a non-Catholic why the Catholic Church deems it important to know and understand the history of the Church? What events and people would you tell them about in order to explain to them the importance of Church history? Why would you tell them about these things? (Give at least 3 people/events as well as why you would use them in explaining your answer. Remember to include the impact they have had on the Church!)

Semester II: 

What major Theological developments within the Catholic Church came out of the Renaissance? (Give 3 major Theological developments and their effect on the Church)

How did the Reformation affect the relationship between the Church and Her people? In your opinion, do you think that the relationship between the Catholic Church and other Protestant denominations is being affected by what happened during the Reformation? Why or Why Not? 

How would you describe to a non-Catholic why the Catholic Church deems it important to spread its faith through establishing missions in foreign lands? What would your response be to those who say that the Church caused the deaths of thousands in forcing natives to adapt to their way of life? (Give at least 3 examples from history to explain and support your answer)

Expectations:

· The key to success is engagement. I will NOT permit you to remain silent and disengaged. Daily participation is expected from all students. 

· I expect all students to be an active learner and learn to articulate, verbally, and in writing, your thoughts. 

· All students are expected to BE ETHICAL!
· I expect you to realize the importance of having opinions and passions. Feel free to disagree with me and/or others –but in a reasoned and well-mannered way. 

· And finally, I expect you to come to class every day on time with your “spiritual suitcase” packed full of the information you need to understand the people, events, and ideas that we will encounter throughout the semester. In other words, you MUST do your assigned reading and homework.  

Policies and Procedures:
I. All students are expected to come to class prepared with the following materials:

a. Notebook 
- Syllabus (in the front)

- Homework

- Notes/ Handouts

- Quizzes

- Tests

- Daily Warm-Up sheets (to be turned in bi-weekly) 

b. Blue/black pen(s) and/or pencil(s)

c. Spiral notebook (for notes)

II. The following items are NOT allowed in class:

a. Cell phones/I-Pods/Blackberries etc. –If you are caught with one it will be handed over to the administration. 

b. Food/Drinks/Gum is not allowed unless given out by me. If I catch you with any of these, it will be trashed immediately and you will receive a Detention.   

c. Work from other classes –If you are caught doing homework for another class in this course at ANY time I will take it up and turn it in for you.

d. Backpacks- If you bring one to class you will be asked to take it back to your locker even if it makes you Tardy! 

e. Lying, Cheating, or Stealing –Students in this class do not lie, cheat, or steal nor tolerate those who do. Anyone caught doing so will go directly to the Dean/Principal and their counselor, coach, extracurricular advisor, and parent(s) will be notified immediately. Also, in the case of cheating, the student will receive an automatic zero. Work copied and/or plagiarized will NOT be accepted. (all essays/research papers will be turned in to Turnitin.com) Please use your best judgment and do your own work. 

f. Tardiness –The student must be in their seat ready to work when the tardy bell rings. Anyone that is tardy to my class will receive an after school detention. Tardiness will NOT be tolerated unless the student has a pass from a counselor/teacher/or administrator. 

g. Leaving class –All students are expected to stay in class until I dismiss them. Anyone needing to use the restroom may do so but will receive a detention after they have used their two free passes every time they do so. 

III.       ABSENCES: If you have a planned absence (such as an extracurricular activity) the assignment due on the day of your absence or your return MUST be in at the beginning of class the day you return. (If not you will receive a Zero) and you MUST take a quiz or an exam BEFORE the absence or 8:00 am the subsequent school day.  If you have an unplanned/excused absence you will have the number of days you are absent to make up work and 3 days to make-up an exam. Also, because you are expected to keep up with the readings if there is a Pop Quiz/Quiz the day you return to class you MUST take it unless you receive an approval from me to take it the next day. Work due or done during an unexcused absence will receive a zero. Remember, frequent absences will negatively affect your grade! Please come to class regularly. 

IV.       LATE HOMEWORK: Late Homework will only be accepted up to the second day. If you turn in an assignment a day late the MOST you can receive is a 70. Any homework turned in more than a day after the due date will receive a Zero (This includes all essays and projects).
Discipline Procedures: 

Any student who breaks any code of conduct per the Antonian Student Handbook or my classroom rules will be:

1. Given a warning for the first incident 

2. Given a detention for the second incident

3. Given a Saturday School for the third incident

4. Given a Saturday school, a parent phone call, and will be removed immediately and sent to the office for a fourth incident. 

Please keep in mind that some incidents and behavior may constitute that the student receives an immediate Saturday School or an Office Referral (i.e. dress code violation and disrespectful behavior towards the instructor). In these cases the student will be sent to the office for further discipline. 

Course Requirements:

I.       DAILY GRADES: Students will complete a variety of daily work/activities ranging from an occasional worksheet/graphic organizer to an in class group discussion question. Keep in mind that most daily work will be completed in class. The only homework students should expect to do at home is the readings, class projects, worksheet packets, and any studying that they complete for their exams. 

II.       NOTES: All students are expected to take notes. To ensure that students are doing so, each student will be required to keep their notes in a spiral notebook. They are to date each day and clearly label the notes that they are taking. Every other week the student’s notebook will be picked up and they will receive a quiz grade on the notes that they took in class. Students who are absent or those students who are unable to keep up in class with the notes may find all notes on my websites. All notes in the spiral notebook MUST be handwritten! 

III.       READING ASSIGNMENTS: In order to stay on task and cover most of the material in the Church history textbook, students can expect to read up to 50 pages a week (approx 10 pages a night). Therefore, it is expected that all students read NIGHTLY and come to class prepared for discussions on the readings. Those who fail to read the assigned readings or wait to cram in the readings the night before an exam will find that the course is more difficult to follow than those who chose to read in small amounts daily. 

IV.       CHAPTER WORKSHEET PACKETS: With every Chapter students will be given a worksheet packet that they will complete as they read the assigned readings. Then, on the day of the Chapter exam, students are expected to turn in that packet for a homework grade. The packet not only will aid the student in their understanding of the assigned readings, but it will also serve them as a comprehensive review for their weekly quizzes and exams. Note: all answers in the worksheet packets MUST be in complete sentences and handwritten.  

V.       WEEKLY WARM-UPS: Every day when students arrive in class there will be a question/quote/ Catechism reference/ or Bible verse that they will be asked to discern. They then will be asked to write on their warm-up sheet (to be kept in their notebook) thoughts, feelings, or ideas that they have in regards to what is presented to them. 

VI.       QUIZZES: Students can expect to complete one announced quiz each week. These quizzes will cover the weekly readings and class discussions. In addition to these quizzes students can also expect an occasional unannounced oral/written Pop Quiz. Always be prepared!
VII. NOTEBOOK QUIZZES: Twice a quarter there will be an unannounced notebook quiz. I will be checking to see that you are keeping all your materials in order in your notebooks. NOTE TO THE WISE: Stay on task, practice organization!! 

VIII. TESTS: There will be at least three written tests per quarter. Each test may consist of multiple choice, fill-in the blank, short answer, and essay questions. Students will receive a comprehensive review before each test that will aid them in preparing for the exam. Tests will be cumulative! Therefore, students can expect one-two questions on each test that were covered in the last exam. 

IX.       PROJECTS: Every nine weeks students will be given a project to complete. They will receive the project outline etc. at the beginning of the quarter. Then, throughout the quarter, students will have some in-class opportunities to research and or work on their projects. These projects will count as TWO exam grades and should serve as a fun way for students to explore Church History. NOTE: Projects given should not take more than 5 hours to complete. They are designed to serve as a fun cooperative way to learn something new about Church History. However, those students who wait until the night before to do the project will find that the project is harder to complete than those who work on it during the entire course of the quarter. 

X.       REFLECTION PAPER: You will be required to submit an occasional Spiritual Reflection Paper. I will give you a specific question (from the supplementary readings or the Catechism) and you will write a ONE PAGE reflection on how the reading affects your spiritual life as well as answer the question that you were given. Some reflection papers will be done in class. NOTE: These papers are NOT summaries and all will be turned in to Turnitin.com! 

XI.       RESEARCH PAPER: In lieu of the second quarter project each student will be required to turn in a research paper (5-8 pages /Times New Roman/doubled spaced) at the end of the first semester. DO NOT panic! You will have plenty of instruction and research time to complete this task! 

XII. TEST CORRECTIONS: Students who fail or are not satisfied with their exam grade may come in to correct their exam. After each exam is handed back and all make-up exams are completed, students will have ONE night at home to correct their exam. Each student may earn back ½ of the points they missed by correcting the question they missed on the exam and indicating where they found the answer. 

Grading: 
       Homework/Class Work: 20% 

Quizzes/Reflection Papers/Weekly Warm-Ups: 30%

Tests/Essays/Major Projects/Research Paper: 50%

Note: No extra credit will be given (see Antonian Student Handbook); thus the highest grade that a student can accomplish in this course is a 100. 

Spirituality: 

One of the goals of Sophomore Theology is to provide every student with the history of the Catholic Church in a way that promotes their spirituality. With this goal in mind, I think that it is important that each student spends time with God daily. Thus, at least twice a quarter we will spend some time in the Chapel in silent prayer and or reciting the Rosary. On occasion, the Fridays that we are not in the Chapel we will spend in discussion on a variety of topics including the virtues and how with the knowledge we have gained through our study of history can better prepare us to becoming stewards of our faith. 

Always Remember: 

I am always available to help you! All you have to do is ask. Please come to me with any concerns, questions, or ideas that you have in regards to this course. I cannot read minds; therefore, good communication with me is important; especially if you are struggling to keep up. If you ever need more time for an assignment due to a family emergency, illness, or any other personal problems let me know! I will work with you to ensure that you are successful in my class!! 

Church History Course Outline*: 

First Quarter: 

Week One (August 17th – 21st):

Introduction/ Syllabus 

Week Two (August 24th – 28th): 

 Background to Church History (pp 1-26) 

Open House: August 27th @ 7pm 

Quiz 

Review for Exam I 

Week Three (August 31st - September 4th): 

Exam I: Tuesday September 1st 
Chapter 1: Jesus Christ and the Founding of the Church: Part I-III (pp. 29-40)

Friday September 4th: Early Dismissal
Quiz 

Week Four (September 7th -11th): 

No School September 7th (Labor Day) 

Chapter 1: Jesus Christ and the Founding of the Church: Part IV (pp. 40- 55)

Review for Exam II 

Quiz

Week Five (September 14th -18th): 

Exam II: Tuesday September 15th 
Chapter 2: The Early Christians: Part I – III (pp. 60-89)
Quiz

Week Six (September 21st -25th): 

Chapter 3: Persecution of “The Way”: Part I-III (pp. 94-122) 

Review for Exam III 

Quiz

Week Seven (September 28th – October 2nd): 

Exam III: Tuesday September 29th  

Chapter 4: The Church Fathers and Heresies: Part I-III (pp. 128-147) 

Quiz

Week Eight (October 5th – 9th): 
Chapter 4: The Church Fathers and Heresies: Part IV-V (pp. 148 -169)

Project Presentations Monday and Tuesday October 5th and 6th 

Quiz

Review for Exam I (Second Quarter Exam)  

Week Nine (October 12th -16th): 
Exam I: Tuesday October 13th  

Chapter 5: Light in the Dark Ages: Part I-III (pp. 178-206) 

Quiz

No School: October 23rd (Faculty Inservice) 

Second Quarter: 

Week One (October 19th -23rd): 
Chapter 6: The Conversion of the Barbarian Tribes: Part I-VII (pp. 214-245)

Quiz

Review for Exam II 
Parent Teacher Conferences: Tuesday October 20th @ 3:30pm 

Week Two (October 26th -30th):  
LifeWorks (Guest Speaker) 

Week Three (November 2nd – 6th) 
Exam II: Monday November 2nd  

Chapter 7: Iconoclasm, The Carolingian Renaissance, and the Great Schism: Part I- 1V (pp. 252- 282) 

Review for Exam III

November 6th: Early Dismissal

Quiz 

Week Four (November 9th – 13th): 
Exam III: Monday November 9th 

Chapter 8: Collapse, Corruption, and Reform in Europe and the Church: Part I-V (pp 288-315)

Quiz

Review for Exam IV
Week Five (November 16th -20th): 
Exam IV: Monday November 16th 

Chapter 9: The Crusades, Military Orders and The Inquisition: Part I-III (pp 324-328)

Quiz

Week Six (November 23rd -27th): 
Research Papers: Due Tuesday November 24th   

Thanksgiving Activity: November 25th 

No School/ Happy Thanksgiving: November 26th – 27th 

Week Seven (November 30th – December 4th): 
Chapter 10: The High Middle Ages: Part I- IV (pp. 356-386)

Quiz

Review for Exam IV
December 4th: Early Dismissal 

Week Eight (December 7th – 11th): 
Exam IV: Monday December 7th 
Semester Review: Tuesday-Friday December 8th -11th (additional review session TBA)

Week Nine (December 14th -18th): 
Semester Exams 

*I reserve the right to change the course outline at ANY time to meet the needs of the class and its students. Also, in addition to the nightly readings written homework may be assigned on any night except for Wednesday. 






Jodi Hunt 

2009

