Background to Church History: 

The Roman World
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 Part I: The Hellenistic Worldview








· Hellenism was NOT a pure Greek Culture 
· The classical languages of the Hellenistic World: 
- Greek (the written language of the NT) 

- Latin 

· Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.): 

- Spearheaded Hellenism (the movement of the Greek culture and it ideals)

- Desire to unite his empire provided the way for Hellenism. 

- Took control over Palestine, Egypt, and the Middle East, by the age of thirty 
· The Lasting effects of Hellenism: The most profound effect that Hellenism had was the effect it had on Religion. The Greek religion itself was simplistic; yet, it provided language and philosophy that aided the further development of Judaism and eventually Christianity. Also, Greek Philosophers, such as Aristotle and Plato provided ideas that would later shape Church Theology. 
· Aristotle (from philosophypages.com): The higher truths of what Aristotle called “theology” arise from an application of these notions to the more purely speculative study of being qua being. Since every being is a composite whose form and matter have been bought together by some cause, and since there cannot be infinitely many such causes, he concluded that everything that happens is ultimately attributable to s ingle universe cause, itself eternal and immutable. This self-caused “first-mover”, from which all else derives, must be regarded as a mind, whose actual thinking is its whole nature. The goodness of the entire universe, Aristotle supposed, resides in its teleological unity as the will of a single intelligent being. 
· Plato: Plato criticized the ancient gods and had taught that there was only one Supreme Being, perfect, and immutable. Furthermore, Plato believed in the immortality of the human soul. 
Part II: The Romans
· The founding of Rome is surrounded by myths, most notably the myth of Romulus and Remus. Both were abandoned and then found by a nurse-wolf who took them and raised them. Romulus killed Remus and took control over the city that the two brothers had established on one of the seven hills overlooking the Tiber; Rome had been born. 

· Rome was founded on April 21. 753 B.C. (according to legend) 

· The Republic of Rome was founded in 509 B.C. (after a long line of bad monarchs). 
· Augustus took over the Empire in 27 B.C: His main contribution to the Roman World was the period of peace that he established (known as the Pax Romana) which made it safe for Romans and other travelers to travel to and from Rome. This period of peace also made it possible for the Romans to communicate with each other throughout the Roman Empire. 

· The Paved Roads of the Roman Empire provided the venue for Christianity to spread. It was not Theologians who wrote or even discerned about the Word of God that spread the Faith throughout the Roman Empire. Traders, craftsman, and slaves who had heard the “Good News” and were speaking to friends and family members spread Christianity and the news about a new Faith founded within Jesus Christ. 
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Roman Religion: 

· Imported from Greece: Roman paganism was widely enforced to provide the way for unity. 
· Romans exempted the Jews from Sacrificing to their Gods because the Jewish people would only practice monotheism.

· Roman Gods eventually became literary figures that gave insight into human behaviors/morality. 

· Sacrifices were held outside the temple and there was little worshipping that occurred within the temple walls. Thus, the temples served as reminders of the gods rather than a central point to bring people together to worship. 
Stoicism: 

· Held very high moral standards: The early Stoics were materialists that believed that all things were made out of fire. They were also determinists who were convinced that all they could do was train themselves to assent to the inexorable laws that rule events. 

· Stoics also believed that the purpose of Philosophy was to understand the law of nature, and to obey and adjust to it.
· They rejected traditional Greek culture: Called themselves “citizens of the world”. 
Part III: The Jews
· The Jews believed that they serve a special purpose because they are the “True Chosen People of God” 
· The History of the Jews began with the Covenant that God made with Abraham: after being enslaved, the prophet Moses led the Jews out of Egypt. The community became more united through the gift of God’s Law given to Moses. Reading the Torah, sacrificial worship conducted at the temple were staples of Jewish life. 
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The OT depicts that the Jews lived solely by Mosaic Law; however, they actually lived their public life by the laws of the Romans. Often times, they were viewed as second-class citizens. 

· In A.D. 70 the temple in Jerusalem fell and the Jews were cast out by the Romans  

· The Pharisees: were a party of the populace who did not enjoy the material benefits of the Roman rule and Hellenistic civilization. To them it was important to be faithful to the Law and to debate on how the Law should be applied in every conceivable way. They sought to make the faithful of Israel relevant to everyday situations and to the treaties made by the Romans and Hellenists. Finally, they held a high belief in the final resurrection and the existence of angels to be true. Yet, these ideas and doctrines were often written off as innovations. 
· The Sadducees: were more conservative Jews who belonged by and large to the Jewish aristocracy. Their interests centered on the temple. They were favored by the Romans because of their political conservatism. Finally, they rejected many of the doctrines the Pharisees as unwarranted innovations. 
The Essenes: 

· Were a group of Jews who retreated into the desert to live a life of prayer. 

· It is believed that this group also incorporated a communal meal and form of Baptism into their worship services. But no evidence exists to support this claim. 
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· Connected to the Dead Sea Scrolls (document that was comprised of 900 documents, including texts from the Hebrew Bible, discovered between 1947 and 1956 in eleven caves in and around the Wadi Qumran (on the Northwest shore of the Dead Sea) in the West Bank. The texts themselves are of great religious and historical significance, as they include practically the only known surviving copies of Biblical documents made before A.D. 100) 
The Diaspora: 

· Refers to the Jews who scattered throughout the world outside the boundaries of Palestine. 

· Aided the spread of Christianity through its dispersion and the translation of the Bible into the Greek Text

· Text translation (which originated in Alexandria) is called the Septuagint (text quoted most by the NT authors and influenced the formation of Christian vocabulary including the name “Christ”)
Questions to Ponder: 

1. What effect did Hellenism have on Christianity? 

2. Based on your knowledge of the Sadducees and Pharisees, who do you think was responsible for the death of Jesus Christ? 

3. What effect did the Pax Romana have on the spread of Christianity? 
       Notes: 

� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:ySWI5LJsHnrs1M:http://karenswhimsy.com/public-domain-images/greek-goddess/images/greek-goddess-5.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���























� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn3.google.com/images?q=tbn:Y_v7GyjDP9KO8M:http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_2w0qVX4P_kw/Sen0Qqe8-NI/AAAAAAAAAEQ/jOELc_b--No/s320/alexander_the_great.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.padfield.com/2001/images/temple.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.padfield.com/2001/temple.html&usg=__XeMO85l7KkSiGhzV4Vmn0eJnf8w=&h=267&w=520&sz=45&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=S9sKIYGqLwnuWM:&tbnh=67&tbnw=131&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtemple%2Bof%2Bjerusalem%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T5GGLL_enUS256US256%26sa%3DX%26um%3D1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn2.google.com/images?q=tbn:S9sKIYGqLwnuWM:http://www.padfield.com/2001/images/temple.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sluicerobber.com/France/FranceImages/NimesRomanTemple.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sluicerobber.com/France/FranceMenu.html&usg=__UDntgzxxgRYGMUYTpIX9MiVu6CU=&h=561&w=855&sz=97&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=F2FVgwcpdZsxUM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=145&prev=/images%3Fq%3Droman%2Btemple%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T5GGLL_enUS256US256%26um%3D1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn1.google.com/images?q=tbn:F2FVgwcpdZsxUM:http://www.sluicerobber.com/France/FranceImages/NimesRomanTemple.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








2009 
Jodi Hunt


