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Class Period: 

Background to Church History: 

The Roman World

Answer each of the following questions as you read pp 1-26. Your answers MUST be in complete sentences! 
Introduction to Church History:
1. What does Ecclesiology mean? 

2. Why is it important to learn about our Church’s history? 

3. Which two languages did Jesus most likely speak? 

4. What were the other widely spoken languages of the Roman Empire during Jesus’ lifetime here on earth? 

5. Why is it likely that Jesus spoke the two languages you wrote for your answer to Question #2? 

Background to Church History: pp 5-16 (including All Roads Lead to Rome) 

6. How did Alexander the Great attempt to Hellenize the lands he conquered?

7. Explain the interaction between Greek culture and the many other cultures found in Alexander’s empire. 

8. How did Greek language and thought benefit Christianity? 

9. Explain the legend of the founding of the City of Rome. 

10. List two factors that contributed to the demise of the Republic. 

11. List some connivances, benefits, and attributes of the Roman system of roads. 

12. What was the orbis terrarum, and what was its significance? 

13. Explain the Roman attitude towards religion, especially in conquered lands. 

14. What are some of the attributes of Stoicism, and who is considered to be its father? 

15. Describe three problems that contributed significantly to the demise of the Roman Empire. 

Background to Church History: pp 17-21

16. What were the two identifying factors of the Jewish people of the ancient world? 

17. What were the three main cultural influences in the world into which Jesus was born? 

18. What is significant about the year 70 A.D.? 

19. What were some of the identifying beliefs and characteristics of the Sadducees? 

20. List some of the things that separated the Pharisees from the Sadducees. 

21.  Which of the two groups (the Pharisees or the Sadducees) took the leading role in putting Jesus to death? 

22. What was the Septuagint, and why was it significant to the ancient world? 

23. What does the name Essene mean? 

24. What kind of life did the Essenes live? 

25. What are the Essenes most known for today? 

26. What does the “Diaspora” describe? 

27. What exemptions and concessions did the Jews win from the Romans? 

