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Jesus Christ and the Founding of the Church

In the days following the Crucifixion of Jesus:     


· The Disciples were afraid of the Sanhedrin because they believed that they would be captured 

and killed by them (just as they had done to Jesus) 
· The Disciples’ future was uncertain, for the first time they were left alone without their leader (Jesus)

· The first Resurrection appearances only increased doubt and fear among the disciples

Pentecost: 

· Fifty days after Christ ascended into heaven, on the Jewish feast of Pentecost, the Apostles received the Holy Spirit

· It was through the power of the Holy Spirit that the Apostles were finally certain that the Church Christ established would stand throughout the ages as a living Sacrament of Christ’s love, truth, and power. 

· Once the Apostles received the Holy Spirit, they set out to continue the task of building the Church 

The History of Christianity: 
A unique history that reflects Christ’s constant presence in the Church that at all times interferes with human history 
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Part I: The Life of Jesus Christ
Jesus: 

· Was born in the year 4 B.C. 
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Little is known about the childhood of Jesus: The Presentation in the temple; flight of Joseph, Mary, and Jesus to Egypt; Jesus preaching in the temple. 
· Most likely spoke Hebrew and Aramaic 
· Was a carpenter 
· The inaugural event of Jesus’ public ministry was His Baptism at the hands of John the Baptist 
· Teachings constitute the Deposit of Faith

· Gave His most direct teachings/sermons at the Sermon on the Mount 
· New Law taught followers to love their enemies and to avoid all forms of violence.
· Teachings were brought to fulfillment through the example of Christ’s suffering, death, and Resurrection 
· Was Crucified in 33 A.D. 
Part II: Pentecost, the Birth of the Church
Fifty days after the Resurrection, pilgrims filled the city of Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish Feast of the Passover: 

· While the Apostles were gathered together the Holy Spirit, just as Christ promised, descended upon them, anointing the Church for her mission to evangelize the world. 

· Immediately afterward, the Apostles began to preach the “Good News” 

· Each spoke in tongues to a multitude of pilgrims

· St. Peter invited the pilgrims to be forgiven from their sins through the reception of Baptism 

The Christian Feast of Pentecost: 

· The celebration of this feast is an opportunity to recall what took place at the First Pentecost 

· Marks the enduring presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church that enables Christians to announce the “Good News” 

Part III: The Church 

The Church According to Scripture: The Church is the Body of Christ and the Temple of the Holy Spirit 




           (Eph 1: 22-23)
· The word “Church” comes from the Greek word meaning “Thing belonging to the Lord”  

· The Latin word “ecclesia” derives from another Greek word meaning “assembly” or “congregation” 
· “The Church is both the means and the goal of God’s plan…” (CCC 778)

· Founded by Jesus, the Church is guided by the Holy Spirit 

· The Church’s foundation initially began when God made the covenant with the Jewish people 
The Church has Two Dimensions: 

· The Visible: The Church is a visible, hierarchal society that is present in the world

· The Spiritual: the Holy Spirit guides the governing and teaching body of the Church; She (the Church) is the Mystical Body of Christ. A spiritual community 

The Church is united to Christ as a body is attached to a head: 

· “He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him” (Jn 6:56)




The Marks of the Church (Nicene Creed): 

· The Church is One: Acknowledges one God and professes one Faith 

· The Church is Holy: The Founder is holy, the means to salvation is holy, and the aim of the Church’s teaching and sacraments is the holiness of its members

· The Church is Catholic: “universal”; includes all races, nationalities, languages, ages

· The Church is Apostolic: Built upon the foundation of the Apostles 

Part IV: The Apostles
The word “apostle” comes from the Greek apostolos, meaning “to send away”. The destination of this word refers to the twelve men chosen by Jesus during the course of His public ministry 

The Apostles: 

· Included a fisherman, a tax collector, and friends and relatives of Jesus

· These men left their former lives to follow Jesus (Mt 4:18-22)

· Jesus selected His Apostles from among His disciples after a night of prayer (Lk 6:12-16, Mk 3:13-19, Mt 10: 1-4) All three accounts note Peter as the first Apostle and identify Judas of Iscariot as the traitor 

·  Were the first witnesses to Christ’s life, message, and Resurrection 

· The mission of the Apostles consisted of introducing to the world Jesus’ message of salvation through their teachings and instructions directly from Christ
· They passed on their priestly powers and missions to their successors through the office of Bishop (a successor of the Apostles who has received the fullness of Christ’s priesthood) 



St. Stephen: The First Martyr for Christ 

The original Twelve Apostles were called specifically to attend to the ministry of the Word, so they called upon the early Christian communities to choose Holy men from among them to attend the material needs of the community. One of the early communities to do so was the community of St. Stephen. St. Stephen’s community chose St. Stephen and six others and they were then commissioned, and blessed by the apostles. These seven men were called Deacons or ministers of the Church’s pastoral mission. 

As found in the Acts of the Apostles

· St. Stephen worked among the people, evangelizing and working “great wonders and signs” (Acts 6:8)

· An angry mob seized St. Stephen and dragged him before the Sanhedrin and accused him of speaking “words against this holy place and Law” (Acts 6:13

· The Sanhedrin ruled in favor of the mob; they caste St. Stephen out and stoned him to death 

· St. Stephen is the first Christian Martyr in the written history of the Church 
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St. Paul: 

· Was a Sadducee (but studied the Law under a Pharisee)

· Originally known as Saul 

· Consented to the execution of St. Stephen 

· Firmly believed that the Law was the sacred covenant between God and His people and that the early Church posed an acute threat to that covenant

The Conversion of St. Paul: 

On the way to Damascus (Acts 9: 3-9) St. Paul saw a bright light and he fell to the ground. Then a voice from heaven said, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” Paul responded, “Who are you. Lord?” And Jesus said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting but rise and enter into the city and you will be told what you are to do.” Saul rose from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he discovered that he could not see. And for three days he did not see, eat, or drink. 

As Saul waited in Damascus, to overcome the event that had befallen him, he met an disciple of Christ, named Ananias. Ananias, as instructed by the Lord through a vision, sought out Saul to restore his sight. As Ananias laid his hands upon Saul, Saul was immediately cured and baptized. When in the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus saying “He is the Son of God”. 

The feast of the conversion of St. Paul is on January 25th 

An Interlude: The Conversion of Cornelius and the Commencement of the Mission to the Gentiles: 

· The early Jewish Christians still considered Christianity as part of the Jewish community 

· The early Jewish Christians still followed Jewish laws and customs, though they incorporated many of Christ’s teachings into their religious worship and practices. 

· Jewish laws forbade Jews to associate with the Gentiles 

Cornelius’ Conversion 

The Acts of the Apostles relates the story of Cornelius, a Gentile in Caesarea. According to Acts, Cornelius was visited by an angel of God in a vision and was told to send for Simon Peter in Joppa. At this same time St Peter also had a vision in which he encountered God instructing him to “Rise, Peter; Kill and eat.” After Peter refused, God stated to him, “What God has cleansed, you must not call common.”

When Peter awoke, Cornelius’ messenger met him. Instantly, he knew that God wanted him to open the Church to the Gentiles. After meeting Cornelius, the Holy Spirit descended upon the Gentiles. . When St. Peter told the other Jewish Christians of what had occurred, they at first were outraged, but when they heard the full story, including the descent of the Holy Spirit, they knew it was the Church’s time to include the entire world in her mission. 

St. Paul: “Apostate of the Gentiles”
· Scripture contains thirteen of his Epistles

· St. Paul’s writing refers to his missionary work, mostly in the cities of Asia Minor, and lays out the first written and highly developed theology of the Church 

· Most of Paul’s letters are believed to have been written sometime in the 50’s

· Paul’s writings are the oldest writings in the NT

The Council of Jerusalem: 

Although St. Peter’s experience with Cornelius changed many attitudes in regards to the Gentiles, it did not resolve all the issues. 

· Questions remained whether the Gentiles who converted to Christianity also had to follow Mosaic Law

· St. Paul had established Christian communities in Asia Minor on the premise that faith in Jesus Christ implied freedom from the Jewish Law. 

· Back in Jerusalem, the Pharisees who had converted to Catholicism argued that the Gentiles had to follow Mosaic Law

St. Peter made the definite statement on this issue: The Gentiles were to adhere to the following guidelines: 

· Avoid eating the meat and the blood of animals sacrificed to idols or from other animals that had been strangled

· To refrain from unlawful marriage

Missionary Activities of the Apostles: 

St. Peter: 

· Crucified in Rome (upside down)

· Said to have met Christ on the road as he was leaving during Nero’s persecution. When he saw Christ, Peter asked him, “Domine quo vadis” or “where are you going Lord?” And according to tradition, Jesus replied, “I am coming to be crucified again” 
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First Pope of the Catholic Church 

St. Paul: 

· Beheaded in Rome 

· Worked much of his ministry in Palestine and Asia Minor

St. Andrew: 

· Brother of St. Peter 

· Eusebius recorded that his missionary activities took him to Scythia

· Last journeys took him through Byzantium, Greece, and Patros

· Was crucified in Patros on an “X” shaped cross

St. James and St. John:

· The sons of Zebedee

· Were simple fishermen 

· Formed, with Peter, the inner circle among the Twelve (witnessed the raising of the daughter of Jairus, the Transfiguration, and the agony in the Garden)

· St. James was among the first of the Twelve to give his life for his Master 

St. John:

· Authored the fourth Gospel, the book of Revelation, and three of the Catholic Epistles (according to tradition) 

· Was imprisoned with St. Peter and summoned before the Sanhedrin 

· Appears under the title of the “Beloved Disciple” 

· Believed to have been unharmed after placed in burning oil by Domitian 
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St. Bartholomew: 

· Only mentioned in the Synoptic Gospels

· Made journey to preach the Gospel in and around Persia 

· Flayed alive in Armenia (according to tradition) 

St. Matthew: 

· Apostolic mission was directed toward the Jews

· Gospel is the only one written in Aramaic 

· Was a tax collector 

St. Thomas: 

· “Doubting Thomas” listed as one of the Twelve in all four Gospels 

· Eusebius claims Thomas evangelized the Parthians 

· A Gnostic text, The Acts of St. Thomas, suggests that Tomas established a Church in India and that he was martyred there

St. James: 

· After Pentecost, became the head of the Church in Jerusalem and presided over the Council of Jerusalem

St. Phillip: 

· Was present at the multiplication of the fish and loaves

· Presented a group of Greeks to Jesus 

St. Judas: 

· Brother of “James the less” 

· Patron of lost causes

Judas Iscariot: 

· Betrayed Jesus

· Fall serves as a warning that even the graces given to Christ’s Apostles may be no avail of one is unfaithful and does not believe
Questions to Ponder: 

1. Other than Paul and Peter, which other disciples do you think had the greatest impact on the Christian community? Why?

2. What do you think the childhood of Jesus was like? 

3. The Holy Spirit was received by the Apostles at Pentecost. Do you think the Holy Spirit was present before this time? Why or why not? 
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