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Chapter 1 Worksheet 

Jesus Christ and the Founding of the Church 

Answer each of the following questions in at least ONE complete sentence. 

This worksheet is due September 14th (the day of Exam II)!  
1. What was the initial effect of the Resurrection of Jesus on His disciples? 

2. Christianity began to spread rapidly due to the ardent teaching of the disciples. What else in society aided the fearless teaching and preaching of Jesus’ followers? 

3. What details of Jesus’ childhood are preserved in the Gospels? 

4. How did Jesus begin His public ministry? 

5. What is the most concise and direct collection of Jesus’ teaching, and where in the Bible is it found? 

6. What are the Gospels of Mark, Luke, and Matthew known as? 

7. What does the Jewish feast of Pentecost celebrate? 

8. What does the Catholic feast of Pentecost celebrate? 

9. What is the purpose of the teaching authority and sanctifying power of the Church? 

10. What do we mean when we profess that the Church is Holy? 

11. What does the word “apostle” mean?

12. How did the Apostles become apostles? 

13. Why is it worth noting that St. Peter is always listed as the first Apostle? 

14. What office did St. Stephen hold in the early Church and what is the function of this office? 

15.  What did the martyrdom of St. Stephen and the death of Jesus have in common? 

16. Why did St. Paul so ferociously persecute the early Church? 

17. What was the attitude of the early Christians about their association with the Jewish faith? 

18. What advantages did St. Paul have over the other Apostles? 

19. Which four main themes emerged as key to St. Paul’s teaching? 

20. What was the divisive issue that faced the early Christians that was resolved at the Council of Jerusalem? 

21. Who made the final decision and definitive statement regarding this issue, and what gave him the authority to do so? 

22. What was the final effect of the Council of Jerusalem on the relationship between Christianity and Judaism? 

23. Which of the Apostles did not die a martyr’s death? 

24. What was notable about the way St. Peter died?

25. Why was St. Paul beheaded and not crucified? 

26. What symbol is identified with St. Andrew and why? 

27. According to the Acts of the Apostles, who was the first Apostle to be martyred? 

28. Where and how was St. Bartholomew martyred? 

29. What is significant about St. Matthew’s writings when compared to the rest of the New Testament wittings? 

30. To which country did St. Thomas take the Gospel message? 

31. What notable position did St. James hold? (“James the Less”) 

32. Name two things that are attributed to St. Judas. 

33. Why did Judas Iscariot betray Jesus to the Jewish authorities? 

34. What ended when St. John, the last of the Apostles to die, passed from this life? 
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