Chapter 2: The Early Christians

Chapter Worksheet/Review

This worksheet/review is to be completed as you read Chapter 2 and 3. It is due October 6th, the day of your next exam (Why so late? Because the week of September 29th – October 3rd there will be a guest speaker visiting our class) 

Chapter 2: The Early Christians: 

Monday September 15, 2008 (pp 60-70): 

1. Where were the first Masses celebrated? 

2. How did the early Christians deal with persecutions and other challenges to their faith? 

3. Which two historical events caused the drastic shift in the makeup of the Church from being mostly Jewish Christians to a more mixed collection of people from many backgrounds? 

4. Compare and contrast the baptism of St. John the Baptist in the Jordan River and the Sacrament of Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

5. The word “catechumen” comes from the Greek word that means ___________. 

6. When, according to historical sources, do we have evidence that infants were baptized and that the practice was accepted and celebrated by the early Christians? 

7. What was the agape feast, and why was it discounted so soon in the history of Christianity? 

8. During Mass, the priest says prayers out of a large book called the Missal. In the days of the early Church, how were these prayers said? 

9. What was the official act that enabled Christians to build public places of worship? When was it and who issued it? 

10. What three purposes did the catacombs serve?

11. Why did Christians reject the Roman practice of cremating dead bodies? 

Tuesday September 16, 2008 (pp 70-80) 

12. What were the two early Christian days of fasting and penance, and why were these two days observed as such? 

13. Why was the Christian day of worship moved to Sunday? 

14. What are the two reasons why the pope is recognized ad the head of the Church? 

15. Who are the bishops successors to? 

16. Who was the first person to use the term “Catholic Church” 

17. What were some of the costs associated with the early Christians’ non-negotiable belief in One God? 

18. Where did the Bible come from, and why do we believe it to be the inspired word of God? 

19. How do we know the books in the Bible should be in the Bible? 

20. Why is it logically impossible and absurd to claim the Bible as one’s sole rule of faith? 

21. How did Christianity eventually do away with slavery? 

22. What are the four basic tenets of the Just War Theory? 

23. How long has the Church held that abortion and contraception are immoral? 

Wednesday September 17, 2008 (pp 80-90) 

24. Who were the Apostolic Fathers? 

25. What is the definition of Apologetics? 

26. Who were the primary opponents of Christianity in the early Christian period? 

27. What was the Jewish opinion toward early Christianity? 

28. What was the greatest battle that the apologists had to fight? 

29. What is the Didache? 

30. Who was Tertullian? (Describe his specialty, themes of his writings, and give some biographical information) 

31. What was Montantism? 

32. Why is Tertullian NOT recognized as a Saint? 

