Chapter 11

A Century of Suffering, Plague, War, and Schism 
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Before the fourteenth century the kings and queens of the various countries submitted themselves to the Church’s authority. With the growing power of France, German, and England, however, the submission of these rulers to the Church soon became a thing of the past….”the survival of Europe would be threatened by both internal and external forces (Didache, 394). 

Part I: The Road to Avignon

Pope St. Celestine V: 

After the death of Pope Nicolas IV, the papal throne sat empty for over two years. During this time, rival Italian parties fought to place that they wanted in what, at that time, was the most powerful position on the world. In order to find a pope, three cardinals decided to find someone that they could all agree upon…St. Celestine V. 

St. Celestine (PIETRO DI MURRONE) was born in 1215. At the age of seventeen he became Benedictine and was later ordained as a priest. “His love of solitude led him first into the wilderness of Monte Morone.” To describe St. Celestine would be to describe a man that looked like a poor beggar; his hair was in knots; a chain of iron encompassed his frame. Extraordinarily, St. Celestine fasted every day except Sunday and for four Lents he got by on bread and water alone. St. Celestine would often spend his days praying or completing hard labor (The Catholic Encyclopedia, www.newadvent.org). 
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The three cardinals begged Pietro to accept the papacy, but at first he was 
reluctant. But, he finally accepted. Pope Celestine was loved by much of 
the Church’s followers, but before the first year was over he felt the 
immense burden of having to be the Sheppard of the Church and her people. 
He did not have the training, education, or patience to deal with the kings, 
cardinals, and nobles of the Church; he was quite overwhelmed with the 
daily tasks of making sure the Church was in “working order”. Thus, Pope 
Celestine, without much opposition, resigned (Didache 396). 

After Pope Celestine had stepped down, Boniface VIII annulled his official acts that did not deal with faith or morals. St. Celestine wanted to return to his life of solitude, but Pope Boniface was afraid that he would side with another papal party and that a schism would ensue. Therefore, Pope Boniface had St. Celestine placed in confinement.  

Boniface VIII and Philip IV: 

Boniface, although a very gifted and talented man, lacked the diplomacy that was needed to deal with the changing political arena. Up until the time that Pope St. Celestine took the papal office, the popes had used their power and authority to dictate the actions of the Kings. Boniface’s papacy was centered on this same concept; he used his papacy to try and force the rulers under his temporal authority. He passed many decrees and attempted to gain the attention of the princes and kings with pageantry. According to tradition, when Boniface instituted the first year of Jubilee he marched in a parade carrying two swords –one representing his papacy and the other representing his temporal authority. 
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On the other end of the spectrum, the grandson of King Louis IX, Philip (the Fair) held no admiration for the Church. His main goal was to extend the boundaries of France; thus he implemented several wars. Soon, however, Philip’s funds ran out. He then turned to the Church, through the Church lands, for more money. He ignored the fact that the Church was free from taxation; King Philip not only collected the taxes but he confiscated Church land. 

Bonifiace’s response to King Philip came out in his work Clericis laicos in which he asserted that the kings did not have the right to tax clergy without the permission of the pope (Didache 396):

Bishop Boniface, servant of the servants of God , in perpetual memory of this matter. Antiquity teaches us that laymen are in a high degree hostile to the clergy, a fact which is also made clear by the experiences of the present times; in as much as, not content within their own bounds, they strive after what is forbidden and loose the reins in pursuit of what is unlawful. Nor have they the prudence to consider that all jurisdiction is denied to them over the clergy - over both the persons and goods of ecclesiastics. On the prelates of the churches and on ecclesiastical persons, monastic and secular, they impose heavy burdens, tax them and declare levies upon them. They exact and extort from them the half, the tenth or twentieth or some other portion or quota of their revenues or of their goods; and they attempt in many ways to subject them to slavery and reduce them to their goods; and they attempt in many ways to subject them to slavery and reduce them to their sway. And with grief do we mention it, some prelates of the churches and ecclesiastical persons, fearing where they ought not to fear, seeking a transitory peace, dreading more to offend the temporal than the eternal majesty, without obtaining the authority or permission the Apostolic chair, do acquiesce, not so much rashly as improvidently, in the abuses of such persons. We, therefore, wishing to put a stop to such iniquitous acts, by the counsel of our brothers, of the apostolic authority, have decreed: that whatever prelates, or ecclesiastical persons, monastic or secular, of whatever grade, condition or standing, shall pay, or promise, or agree to pay as levies or talliages to laymen the tenth, twentieth or hundredth part of their own and their churches' revenues or goods - or any other quantity, portion or quota of those same revenues or goods, of their estimated or of their real value-under the name of an aid, loan, subvention, subsidy or gift, or under any other name, manner or clever pretense, without the authority of that same chair. 

Likewise emperors, kings, or princes, dukes, counts or barons, podestas, captains or officials or rectors - by whatever name they are called, whether of cities, castles, or any places whatever, wherever situated; and any other persons, of whatever pre-eminence, condition or standing who shall impose, exact or receive such payments, or shall any where arrest, seize or presume to take possession of the belongings of churches or ecclesiastical persons which are deposited in the sacred buildings, oi shall order them to be arrested, seized or taken possession of, or shall receive them when taken possession of, seized or arrested-also all who shall knowingly give aid, counsel or favour in the aforesaid things, whether publicly or secretly:-shall incur, by the act itself the sentence of excommunication. Corporations, moreover, which shall be guilty in these matters, we place under the ecclesiastical interdict. 

The prelates and above. mentioned ecclesiastical persons we strictly command, by virtue of their obedience and under penalty of deposition, that they by no means acquiesce in such demands, with. out express permission of the aforesaid chair; and that they pay nothing under pretext of any obligation, promise and confession made hitherto, or to be made hereafter before such constitution, notice or decree shall come to their notice; nor shall the aforesaid secular persons in any way receive anything. And if they shall-pay, or if the aforesaid persons shall receive, they shall be, by the act itself, under sentence of excommunication. From the aforesaid sentences of excommunication and interdict. moreover, no one shall be able to be absolved, except in the throes of death, without the authority and special permission of the apostolic chair; since it is our intention by no means to pass over with dissimulation so horrid an abuse of the secular powers. Notwithstanding any privileges whatever - under whatever tenor, form, or manner or conception of wordsthat have been granted to emperors, kings, and other persons mentioned above; as to which privileges we will that, against what we have here laid down, they in no wise avail any person or persons. Let no man at all, then, infringe this page of our constitution, prohibition or decree, or, with rash daring, act counter to it; but if any one shall presume to act shall know that he is about to incur the indignation of Almighty God and of His blessed apostles Peter and Paul. 

Given at Rome at St. Peter's on the sixth day before the Calends of March (Feb 25), in the second year of our pontificate. 

from Rymer's "Foedera", ed. 1816, Vol. i. Pt. ii. p. 836., translated in Ernest F. Henderson, , Select Historical Documents of the Middle Ages , (London: George Bell, 1910), pp. 432-434 (Medieval Sourcebook, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/b8-clericos.html) 

Unfortunately, Philip’s discontent with the pope didn’t start there. Philip, in a move to gain authority of the Church in France arrested the legate of Pope Boniface. Pope Boniface was quick to react with his letter Unum Sanctum:

Urged by faith, we are obliged to believe and to maintain that the Church is one, holy, catholic, and also apostolic. We believe in her firmly and we confess with simplicity that outside of her there is neither salvation nor the remission of sins, as the Spouse in the Canticles [Sgs 6:8] proclaims: 'One is my dove, my perfect one. She is the only one, the chosen of her who bore her,' and she represents one sole mystical body whose Head is Christ and the head of Christ is God [1 Cor 11:3]. In her then is one Lord, one faith, one baptism [Eph 4:5]. There had been at the time of the deluge only one ark of Noah, prefiguring the one Church, which ark, having been finished to a single cubit, had only one pilot and guide, i.e., Noah, and we read that, outside of this ark, all that subsisted on the earth was destroyed. 

We venerate this Church as one, the Lord having said by the mouth of the prophet: 'Deliver, O God, my soul from the sword and my only one from the hand of the dog.' [Ps 21:20] He has prayed for his soul, that is for himself, heart and body; and this body, that is to say, the Church, He has called one because of the unity of the Spouse, of the faith, of the sacraments, and of the charity of the Church. This is the tunic of the Lord, the seamless tunic, which was not rent but which was cast by lot [Jn 19:23-24]. Therefore, of the one and only Church there is one body and one head, not two heads like a monster; that is, Christ and the Vicar of Christ, Peter and the successor of Peter, since the Lord speaking to Peter Himself said: 'Feed my sheep' [Jn 21:17], meaning, my sheep in general, not these, nor those in particular, whence we understand that He entrusted all to him [Peter]. Therefore, if the Greeks or others should say that they are not confided to Peter and to his successors, they must confess not being the sheep of Christ, since Our Lord says in John 'there is one sheepfold and one shepherd.' We are informed by the texts of the gospels that in this Church and in its power are two swords; namely, the spiritual and the temporal. For when the Apostles say: 'Behold, here are two swords' [Lk 22:38] that is to say, in the Church, since the Apostles were speaking, the Lord did not reply that there were too many, but sufficient. Certainly the one who denies that the temporal sword is in the power of Peter has not listened well to the word of the Lord commanding: 'Put up thy sword into thy scabbard' [Mt 26:52]. Both, therefore, are in the power of the Church, that is to say, the spiritual and the material sword, but the former is to be administered _for_ the Church but the latter by the Church; the former in the hands of the priest; the latter by the hands of kings and soldiers, but at the will and sufferance of the priest. 

However, one sword ought to be subordinated to the other and temporal authority, subjected to spiritual power. For since the Apostle said: 'There is no power except from God and the things that are, are ordained of God' [Rom 13:1-2], but they would not be ordained if one sword were not subordinated to the other and if the inferior one, as it were, were not led upwards by the other. 

For, according to the Blessed Dionysius, it is a law of the divinity that the lowest things reach the highest place by intermediaries. Then, according to the order of the universe, all things are not led back to order equally and immediately, but the lowest by the intermediary, and the inferior by the superior. Hence we must recognize the more clearly that spiritual power surpasses in dignity and in nobility any temporal power whatever, as spiritual things surpass the temporal. This we see very clearly also by the payment, benediction, and consecration of the tithes, but the acceptance of power itself and by the government even of things. For with truth as our witness, it belongs to spiritual power to establish the terrestrial power and to pass judgement if it has not been good. Thus is accomplished the prophecy of Jeremias concerning the Church and the ecclesiastical power: 'Behold to-day I have placed you over nations, and over kingdoms' and the rest. Therefore, if the terrestrial power err, it will be judged by the spiritual power; but if a minor spiritual power err, it will be judged by a superior spiritual power; but if the highest power of all err, it can be judged only by God, and not by man, according to the testimony of the Apostle: 'The spiritual man judgeth of all things and he himself is judged by no man' [1 Cor 2:15]. This authority, however, (though it has been given to man and is exercised by man), is not human but rather divine, granted to Peter by a divine word and reaffirmed to him (Peter) and his successors by the One Whom Peter confessed, the Lord saying to Peter himself, 'Whatsoever you shall bind on earth, shall be bound also in Heaven' etc., [Mt 16:19]. Therefore whoever resists this power thus ordained by God, resists the ordinance of God [Rom 13:2], unless he invent like Manicheus two beginnings, which is false and judged by us heretical, since according to the testimony of Moses, it is not in the beginnings but in the beginning that God created heaven and earth [Gen 1:1]. Furthermore, we declare, we proclaim, we define that it is absolutely necessary for salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff.(Medieval Sourcebook  http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/b8-unam.html) 

Thus, Boniface declared that no one can be “saved” unless they were under the authority of the pope. Philip then responded by calling his own council, the Estates General, to condemn the pope. Pope Boniface was charged with everything from magic to idolatry. Philip and his men then stormed the papal palace and took the pope into captivity for three days. He was tortured and humiliated…he died just a few months later from a fever…an aftereffect, many believe, from the torture that he endured (Didache 397). 

The Avignon Papacy: 
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After the death of Pope Boniface, Italy was in great turmoil. The powerful Italian families ruled Rome and the Italian peninsula began breaking up into a series of independent states. Bl. Benedict XI succeeded Pope Boniface and attempted to restore peace with King Philip. Yet, he also wanted to find out what exactly lead to the death of the previous pope as well as who should be held accountable. Of course, Bl. Benedict XI didn’t last too long in the papal office; he was found dead just after eight months on the throne. 

For almost a year the papal office sat vacant. King Phillip, however, was able to persuade the Papal commission that to appoint his childhood friend, Bertrand de Got (Clement V). In order to avoid the chaos of Rome, Clement established his papacy in the city of Avignon; near the French border. 

King Philip, acting on his hatred for Pope Boniface, tried to get Clement to declare Boniface a heretic and revoke all his anti-regal acts. Clement, despite his close ties with Philip, refused. But, what he did allow was an inquisition by the French into the business of the Knights Templar. The knights captured were brutally tortured and when the order was dissolved, the king seized half of their possessions. 
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Despite the weakness of Pope Clement, the Church at Avignon worked to stem the threats posed by the secular government. In order to do so, the Church worked to strengthen its own administration. However, as nationalism rose and England and Germany began to view the Pope more as a puppet of the French King, the papacy lost its authority. 

With the growing nationalization of the Churches the idea that the 
King had a say in Ecclesiastical affairs began to spread. This ideal
 gave rise to Gallicanism or the idea that the French Roman Catholic 
Clergy favored less papal power and the achievement of each nation 
of individual autonomy(Didache, 398).

The most damaging attack from the followers and promoters of Gallicanism came from Marsiglio of Padua. In his book Defensor Pacis he declared that the faithful were the true authority of the Church: 

Proceeding from what has been demonstrated, we will show here first that no one of the apostles was given pre-eminence over the other in essential dignity by Christ. . . For Christ, giving to the apostles the authority over the sacrament of the eucharist, said to them: "This is My Body which is given for you, this do in remembrance of Me." . . . And he did not say these words more to Peter than to the others. For Christ did not say: "Do thou this, and give the right of doing it to the other apostles," but He said, "Do" in the plural, and to all without distinction. And later Christ said to the apostles: "As My Father has sent Me, even so send I you. He breathed on them and saith unto them, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost, whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained." Now Christ said: "I send you as My Father sent Me;" He did not say to Peter or to any other apostle in the singular, "I send thee as the Father, etc., do thou send the others." Nor again did Christ breathe upon him, but upon them, not upon one through another. Nor did Christ say to Peter: 'Receive the Holy Ghost, and afterwards give it to the others," but he said, "Receive," in the plural and speaking to all indifferently. . . . 

It likewise appears that neither St. Peter nor any one of the apostles had pre-eminence over the others in the right of distributing the temporal offerings of the primitive church; whence it is written in Acts IV: "For as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and laid them at the apostles' feet, and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need." Behold, the distribution of the temporal offerings of the church was made by the apostles in general, not by Peter alone; for it is not said: they laid them at the feet of Peter, but of the apostles. Nor it is said that "Peter distributed them," but that "distribution was made." . . . (From: Oliver J. Thatcher, ed., The Library of Original Sources (Milwaukee: University Research Extension Co., 1907), Vol. V: The Early Medieval World, pp. 423-430.)

Part II: The Black Plague
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Up until the fourteenth century medieval Europe experienced great propriety. However, the feudal system that had served the society so well was beginning to falter. Medieval Europe had become too dependant on the things that brought them their wealth; harvest failures would result to worldwide failures and susceptibility to diseases. 
Famine and Black Death: 
For the first time in two hundred years large famines struck Europe without mercy. With the wide prosperity and the increase in the number of years in life expectancy, the population experienced a large “boom”. With the large population came a shortage of food; the shortage of food was furthered by wet, cold weather that made lands unusable. Peasants feed their families seed to keep them alive, trade declined (there was not only a lack of crops to trade….but farmers no longer had the money to put into the trade system). 
With the lack of food came malnutrition. With malnutrition came susceptibility to disease. Thus, the stage was set for the Black Plague to creep into the population. Those who didn’t die from starvation died from the Black Plague. The Black Plague was, and some would argue that it still is, the greatest catastrophe ever to hit Western Europe’s population. 
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The Confession of Agimet of Geneva, Châtel, October 20, 1348
The year of our Lord 1348.

On Friday, the 10th of the month of October, at Châtel, in the castle thereof, there occurred the judicial inquiry which was made by order of the court of the illustrious Prince, our lord, Amadeus, Count of Savoy, and his subjects against the Jews of both sexes who were there imprisoned, each one separately. [Jews were sometimes imprisoned separately to prevent suicide.] This was done after public rumor had become current and a strong clamor had arisen because of the poison put by them into the wells, springs, and other things which the Christians use-demanding that they die, that they are able to be found guilty and, therefore, that they should be punished. Hence this their confession made in the presence of a great many trustworthy persons.
Agimet the Jew, who lived at Geneva and was arrested at Châtel, was there put to the torture a little and then he was released from it. And after a long time, having been subjected again to torture a little, he confessed in the presence of a great many trustworthy persons, who are later mentioned. To begin with it is clear that at the Lent just passed Pultus Clesis de Ranz had sent this very Jew to Venice to buy silks and other things for him. When this came to the notice of Rabbi Peyret, a Jew of Chamb6ry who was a teacher of their law, he sent for this Agimet, for whom he had searched, and when he had come before him he said: "We have been informed that you are going to Venice to buy silk and other wares. Here I am giving you a little package of half a span in size which contains some prepared poison and venom in a thin, sewed leather-bag. Distribute it among the wells, cisterns, and springs about Venice and the other places to which you go, in order to poison the people who use the water of the aforesaid wells that will have been poisoned by you, namely, the wells in which the poison will have been placed."

Agimet took this package full of poison and carried it with him to Venice, and when he came there he threw and scattered a portion of it into the well or cistern of fresh water which was there near the German House, in order to poison the people who use the water of that cistern. And he says that this is the only cistern of sweet water in the city. He also says that the mentioned Rabbi Peyret promised to give him whatever he wanted for his troubles in this business. Of his own accord Agimet confessed further that after this had been done he left at once in order that he should not be captured by the citizens or others, and that he went personally to Calabria and Apulia and threw the above mentioned poison into many wells. He confesses also that he put some of this same poison in the well of the streets of the city of Ballet.
He confesses further that he put some of this poison into the public fountain of the city of Toulouse and in the wells that are near the [Mediterranean] sea. Asked if at the time that he scattered the venom and poisoned the wells, above mentioned, any people had died, he said that he did not know inasmuch as he had left everyone of the above mentioned places in a hurry. Asked if any of the Jews of those places were guilty in the above mentioned matter, he answered that he did not know. And now by all that which is contained in the five books of Moses and the scroll of the Jews, he declared that this was true, and that he was in no wise lying, no matter what might happen to him. [This Jew does not seem to know that the books of Moses and the scroll of the Jews are identical!]

II. The Cremation of Strasbourg Jewry St. Valentine's Day, February 14, 1349 - About The Great Plague And The Burning Of The Jews
In the year 1349 there occurred the greatest epidemic that ever happened. Death went from one end of the earth to the other, on that side and this side of the sea, and it was greater among the Saracens than among the Christians. In some lands everyone died so that no one was left. Ships were also found on the sea laden with wares; the crew had all died and no one guided the ship. The Bishop of Marseilles and priests and monks and more than half of all the people there died with them. In other kingdoms and cities so many people perished that it would be horrible to describe. The pope at Avignon stopped all sessions of court, locked himself in a room, allowed no one to approach him and had a fire burning before him all the time. [This last was probably intended as some sort of disinfectant.] And from what this epidemic came, all wise teachers and physicians could only say that it was God's will. And as the plague was now here, so was it in other places, and lasted more than a whole year. This epidemic also came to Strasbourg in the summer of the above mentioned year, and it is estimated that about sixteen thousand people died.
In the matter of this plague the Jews throughout the world were reviled and accused in all lands of having caused it through the poison which they are said to have put into the water and the wells-that is what they were accused of-and for this reason the Jews were burnt all the way from the Mediterranean into Germany, but not in Avignon, for the pope protected them there.

Nevertheless they tortured a number of Jews in Berne and Zofingen [Switzerland] who then admitted that they had put poison into many wells, and they also found the poison in the wells. Thereupon they burnt the Jews in many towns and wrote of this affair to Strasbourg, Freiburg, and Basel in order that they too should burn their Jews. But the leaders in these three cities in whose hands the government lay did not believe that anything ought to be done to the Jews. However in Basel the citizens marched to the city-hall and compelled the council to take an oath that they would burn the Jews, and that they would allow no Jew to enter the city for the next two hundred years. Thereupon the Jews were arrested in all these places and a conference was arranged to meet at Benfeld rAlsace, February 8, 13491. The Bishop of Strasbourg [Berthold II], all the feudal lords of Alsace, and representatives of the three above mentioned cities came there. The deputies of the city of Strasbourg were asked what they were going to do with their Jews. Thev answered and said that they knew no evil of them. Then they asked the Strasbourgers why they had closed the wells and put away the buckets, and there was a great indignation and clamor against the deputies from Strasbourg. So finally the Bishop and the lords and the Imperial Cities agreed to do away with the Jews. The result was that they were burnt in many cities, and wherever they were expelled they were caught by the peasants and stabbed to death or drowned. . . .

[The town-council of Strasbourg which wanted to save the Jews was deposed on the 9th-10th of February, and the new council gave in to the mob, who then arrested the Jews on Friday, the 13th.]
THE JEWS ARE BURNT
On Saturday - that was St. Valentine's Day-they burnt the Jews on a wooden platform in their cemetery. There were about two thousand people of them. Those who wanted to baptize themselves were spared. [Some say that about a thousand accepted baptism.] Many small children were taken out of the fire and baptized against the will of their fathers and mothers. And everything that was owed to the Jews was cancelled, and the Jews had to surrender all pledges and notes that they had taken for debts. The council, however, took the cash that the Jews possessed and divided it among the working-men proportionately. The money was indeed the thing that killed the Jews. If they had been poor and if the feudal lords had not been in debt to them, they would not have been burnt. After this wealth was divided among the artisans some gave their share to the Cathedral or to the Church on the advice of their confessors.

Thus were the Jews burnt at Strasbourg, and in the same year in all the cities of the Rhine, whether Free Cities or Imperial Cities or cities belonging to the lords. In some towns they burnt the Jews after a trial, in others, without a trial. In some cities the Jews themselves set fire to their houses and cremated themselves.

THE JEWS RETURN TO STRASBOURG
It was decided in Strasbourg that no Jew should enter the city for a hundred years, but before twenty years had passed, the council and magistrates agreed that they ought to admit the Jews again into the city for twenty years. And so the Jews came back again to Strasbourg iii the year 1368 after the birth of our Lord. 
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(Jacob Marcus, The Jew in the Medieval World: A Sourcebook, 315-1791, (New York: JPS, 1938), 43-48. http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/jewish/1348-jewsblackdeath.html) 

It is not hard to imagine the devastating effects of the plague. For one thing, the 
Christians were quick to blame the Jews; thus the Jews were burned at the stake. 
Sometimes entire towns or monasteries would be destroyed. Mothers would flee 
from their children, husbands from their wives to save themselves from being 
infected. The priests and bishops who stayed behind to aide the victims died in 
great numbers. The bodies left behind were thrown into the streets, burned, or 
thrown into the river. The pope eve consecrated a river so that those who were 
not buried, but thrown into the river were anointed a “proper burial”. 

Petrarch, a poet and historian, wrote vivid descriptions of what occurred: 

O what has come over me? Where are the violent fates pushing me back to? I see passing by, in headlong flight, time which makes the world a fleeting place. I observe about me dying throngs of both young and old, and nowhere is there a refuge. No haven beckons in any part of the globe, nor can any hope of longed for salvation be seen. Wherever I turn my frightened eyes, their gaze is troubled by continual funerals: the churches groan encumbered with biers, and, without last respects, the corpses of the noble and the commoner lie in confusion alongside each other. The last hour of life comes to mind, and, obliged to recollect my misfortunes, I recall the flocks of dear ones who have departed, and the conversations of friends, the sweet faces which suddenly vanished, and the hallowed ground now insufficient for repeated burials. This is what the people of Italy bemoan, weakened by so many deaths; this is what France laments, exhausted and stripped of inhabitants; the same goes for other peoples, under whatever skies they reside. Either it is the wrath of God, for certainly I would think that our misdeeds deserve it…

(Main: Plague: Perspectives on the Plague: Francesco Petrarca: Ad Seipsum (To Himself) (Epistola Metrica I, 14: lines 1-55) http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Italian_Studies/dweb/plague/perspectives/petrarca2.shtml
Part III: The Hundred Years War

Just as the people of medieval Europe thought that things couldn’t get any worse…they did. On top pf the Black Plague that almost destroyed an entire population a war broke out that would last for over a hundred years.

Peace and Truce of God: European Kings recognized a common unity of Faith keeping peace between nations that did not share a nationality or custom. 

Overtime, the religious bonds that kept the kingdoms together were no longer held sacred; many kings were at odds together. The conflict that arose out of England and France would ultimately lead to the beginning of the formation of the European nation-states. 

The English in France: 
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Whoever stated that family should never do business with one another must have lived during the hundred years war. The fighting between France and England rose out of small discontents that each side had with one another. The English and French thrones were intertwined in numerous marital alliances. Often times, the French would marry off their daughters to gain land or power in England and vise versa. Yet, even if the English held lands in France through a marriage, they never did accept the French crown as supreme ruler. This outlook, as one might think, really angered the French. Thus, the disputes continued. 

All these moderate hostilities, however, exploded when the French King died without a heir to the throne. King Philip IV (nephew of King Philip III) and King Edward II of England (whose uncle was King Charles IV of France) laid claim to the throne; the war had begun.

The Hundred Years War: 

The Hundred Years War was a series of short battles that were interrupted by long periods of peace. In sum, the war, by many accounts, was a battle of the English trying to gain complete power in France. Yet, “a succession of young, incompetent, and partially mad kings left France demoralized and subject to the English crown.” 

St. Joan of Arc: 
“In the world's history she stands alone -- quite alone.”








~Mark Twain 
St. Joan is by far one of the most beloved women of the medieval ages. Born in France on Jan 6, 1412 she came into the world as a peasant destined to liberate France from the English Crown. 

Joan’s journey to fulfilling the role God had set forth before her began at the age of 13 when she began to have visions of the Archangel, St. Margaret, and St. Catherine of Alexandria. According to tradition, St. Joan was instructed by these counselors to tell Charles VII that she would make possible his coronation. 
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Dressed as a man, St. Joan convinced the King that she was sincere in her mission. And on May 1429 she led a small army against the captured city of Orleans. Joan was successful, and after capturing a few other key cities, King Charles was crowned. However, Joan was not too successful in furthering the French cause. On top of losing Paris, the Kings grew tired and apathetic toward Joan’s mission. The English later caught her; King Charles did not attempt to barter for her life and with no other support from the French she was placed on trial for heresy and witchcraft. The English not only wanted to kill Joan but they also wanted to discredit King Charles as a false king by having Joan condemned by the Church as a witch and a heretic. To obtain this goal the English used those Church authorities whom they knew to be favorable to them and the staunchest of these was Bishop Cauchon (Didache, 407).

What was St. Joan Accused of? 
The question that has always perplexed many scholars and historians is: what is it exactly that Jon of Arc was accused of? Through the trial transcripts it appears she was accused of deliberate treachery …but is that all? 

Some scholars have argued that beyond Joan’s refusal to submit herself to the Church militant in matters of the faith and insistence on her ability to interpret her own revelation, that Joan was accused of transgressing her gender…something that was far from the orthodox teaching of the Church. In sum, however, the only real “crime” that St. Joan committed was not admitting that she had in fact committed a crime. She did not give into the Church’s accusations…. thus she was burned at the stake. 

The Trial of St. Joan of Arc: 

THE READING OF THE CENSURES OF THE UNIVERSITY

Read and pronounced by M‚itre Pierre Maurice, doctor in theology, together with the University's deliberations upon each of the Articles. Firstly, he addressed himself to Jeanne, saying to her:

 

I

 You, Jeanne, have said that from the age of thirteen you have had revelations and apparitions of angels, of Saint Catherine and of Saint Margaret, and that you have frequently seen them with your bodily eyes; and that they have spoken to you.

 

On this first point the clerks of the University of Paris have considered the form of the said revelations and apparitions and the purpose and matter of the things revealed, and the condition of the person. Taking all these things into consideration, they have said and declared that all the aforementioned things are lies, untrue, pernicious and evil; and that all such revelations are superstitious, and proceed from evil and devilish spirits.

 

II

 You have said that your king had a sign whereby he knew that you were sent from God; for Saint Michael, accompanied by several angels, some having wings, and others crowns, and with them Saint Catherine and Saint Margaret, came to you in the castle of Chinon, and climbed the steps of the castle as far as the hall of your king, before whom the angel who carried a crown, bowed. On one occasion you said that when your king received this sign, he was alone; on another occasion you said that this crown, which you call 'a sign', was given to the Archbishop of Rheims, who handed it to your king in the presence of several princes and lords whom you named.

 

As for this Article, the clerks say that it is not true; but is a presumptuous lie, seductive and pernicious, and a pretence that is derogatory of both ecclesiastical and angelic dignity.

 

III
You have said that you recognized the angels and the saints by the good advice, and the comfort and teaching that they gave you. And you also believe that it was Saint Michael who appeared to you; and you declare that their deeds and words are good; and that you believe this as firmly as you believe the Faith of Jesus Christ.
 

As for this Article, the clerks say that such things are not sufficient to [enable you to] recognize these angels and saints; that you believed too lightly and affirmed your belief too rashly; and that inasmuch as you make a comparison saying you believe these things as firmly as you believe in the Faith of Jesus Christ, you err in the faith.

 

IV

You have said that you are aware of certain things to come, and that you have known hidden secrets; and that you have recognized people whom you had never seen before; and that you have done so by means of the voices of Saint Catherine and Saint Margaret.

 

As for this Article, they say that in this matter there are both superstition and divination, presumptuous assertion, and vain boasting.

 

V

 You have said that, by God's command, you have continually worn man's dress, wearing the short robe, doublet, and hose attached by points; that you have also worn your hair short, cut en rond above your ears, with nothing left that could show you to be a woman; and that on many occasions you received the Body of our Lord dressed in this fashion, although you have been frequently admonished to leave it off, which you have refused to do, saying that you would rather die than leave it off, save by God's command. And you said further that if you were still so dressed and with the king and those of his party, it would be one of the greatest blessings for the kingdom of France; and you have said that not for anything would you take an oath not to wear this dress or carry arms; and concerning all these matters you have said that you did well, and obediently to God's command.

 

As for these points, the clerks say that you blaspheme God in His sacraments; that you transgress divine law, the Holy Scriptures and the canon law; you hold the Faith doubtfully and wrongly; you boast vainly; you are suspect of idolatry; and you condemn yourself in being unwilling to wear the customary clothing of your sex, and following the custom of the Gentiles and the heathen.

 

VI

You have said that often in your letters you have put the two names JESUS MARIA and the sign of the Cross, in token that those to whom you have written should not do that which is contained in your letters; and in others of your letters you have boasted that you would see by the result who had the best right; and on many occasions you said that you had done nothing save by revelation and by God's command.

 

As for this Article, the clerks say that you are cruel and a murderess, desirous of the shedding of human blood, seditious, provoking to tyranny, and blaspheming God and His commandments and revelations.

 

VII

You have said that, following the revelations you had had, at the age of seventeen you left your father and mother against their will, causing them such anxiety that they went almost out of their minds. And you went to Robert de Baudricourt, who, at your request, gave you a man's garments and a sword, and also men to lead you to your king, to whom you said that you had come to drive out his enemies; and you promised him that you would install him in his kingdom; and that he would have victory over all his enemies; and that God had sent you to do so. And you said that you had done all these things in obedience to God's revelation.

 

As for this Article, the clerks say that you have acted wrongly and impetuously towards your father and mother, therein transgressing the commandment of God to honour thy father and thy mother; that you have behaved scandalously, blaspheming God and erring in the Faith. And the promise that you made to your king was presumptuous and rash.

 

VIII

You have said that of your own will you leaped from the tower of Beaurevoir into the moat, preferring to die rather than to be put in the hands of the English and to live on after the destruction of CompiËgne; and that Saint Catherine and Saint Margaret forbade you to leap, but you could not refrain from doing so, although you sinned greatly in leaping contrary to their orders; but you have since learned from your voices that God had forgiven the sin, after you had confessed it.

 

As for this Article, the clerks say that in this was cowardice tending to despair and to suicide; and that you have made a rash and presumptuous assertion in saying that God had forgiven the sin; showing that you wrongly understand [the doctrine of] free‑will and man's right to choose.

 

IX

You have said that Saint Catherine and Saint Margaret promised to bring you to heaven, provided you kept your virginity which you vowed and promised them. And of this you are as certain as if you were already in the glory of Paradise; and you do not believe that you have committed mortal sin; for if you were in mortal sin, Saint Catherine and Saint Margaret would not come to you as they do.

 

As for this Article, the clerks say that herein you are guilty of a rash and presumptuous assertion and of pernicious lies; that you contradict what you previously said, and that you incorrectly understand the Christian Faith.

 

X

You have said that you are well assured that God loves certain others living more than yourself, and that you know this by revelation from these saints, who speak in the French language; and not in English, because they are not of their party. And that, ever since you learned that the voices were on your king's side, you have not loved the Burgundians.

 

As for this Article, the clerks say that this is a rash presumption and assertion, blasphemy against the saints, and transgression of God's commandment to love one's neighbour.

 

XI

You have said that to those whom you call Saint Michael, Saint Catherine and Saint Margaret you made several reverences, kneeling and kissing the ground they walked on, and vowing your virginity to them; and even that you have kissed and embraced them, and from the beginning [believed] that they came from God, without asking advice from your curÈ or from any churchman; but that none the less you believe that this voice has come from God, as firmly as you believe in the Christian Faith and that Jesus Christ suffered His death and passion; and that if any evil spirits were to appear in the form and feature of Saint Michael, you would know it. You have also said that not for anyone in the world would you tell the sign given to your king, save by God's command.

 

To which the clerks say that, supposing you have had the revelations and apparitions of which you boast, in the way that you say, you are an idolater, and invoker of demons, a wanderer from the Faith, and have rashly taken an unlawful oath.

 

XII

You have said that if the Church desired you to do the opposite of the commandment which you say you have received from God, you would not do so for anything in the world. And you know for certain that what is contained in your trial came by God's command; and that it would be impossible for you to do the contrary. And that, concerning all the afore‑mentioned matters, you are not willing to refer them to the judgment of the Church on earth, nor of any man alive, but only to God alone. And you say further that you do not give your answers of your own intelligence, but by command of God, regardless of the fact that the article of the Faith which says that everyone must believe in the Catholic Church has been several times explained to you; and that every good Catholic Christian must submit all his deeds to the Church, and especially facts concerning revelations and such‑like.

 

As for this Article, the clerks say that you are schismatic, having no comprehension of the truth and authority of the Church; and that up to the present you have perniciously erred in the faith of God 

(THE TRIAL OF JOAN OF ARC, Being the verbatim report of the proceedings from the Orleans Manuscript, translated by W.S. Scott, 1956, Associated Book Sellers. The International Joan of Arc Societyπs on-line edition of the 1431 trial record is edited by Dr. Jane Marie Pinzino with permission of Royal Folio Society. http://www.smu.edu/ijas/1431trial.html) 
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After the verdict was read to Joan, she was given one last chance to save herself from death by proclaiming what she had said in the trial was false…thus she would have to deny herself and admit her actions were in fact wrong. St. Joan, the reverent, stoic, faithful follower of Christ, refused to do so. The next day she was burned alive on the stake. Twenty-five years later St. Joan was freed from her sentence after Pope Callistus re-examined her trial. St. Joan, however, was not beatified until 1909. 


”How strange it is! -- that almost invariably the artist remembers only one detail -- one minor and meaningless detail of the personality of Joan of Arc: to wit, that she was a peasant girl -- and forgets all the rest; and so he paints her as a strapping middle-aged fishwoman, with costume to match, and in her face the spirituality of a ham. He is slave to his one idea, and forgets to observe that the supremely great souls are never lodged in gross bodies. No brawn, no muscle, could endure the work that their bodies must do; they do their miracles by the spirit, which has fifty times the strength and staying power of brawn and muscle. The Napoleons are little, not big; and they work twenty hours in the twenty-four, and come up fresh, while the big soldiers with the little hearts faint around them with fatigue. We know what Joan of Arc was like without asking -- merely by what she did. The artist should paint her spirit -- then he could not fail to paint her body aright. She would rise before us then, a vision to win us, not repel: a lithe young slender figure, instinct with "the unbought grace of youth," dear and bonny and lovable, the face beautiful, and transfigured with the light of that lustrous intellect and the fires of that unquenchable spirit”















~Mark Twain

Part IV: Return to Rome and Schism 

The presences of the papacy in Avignon undermined the Church’s ability to restore order and reform itself. Thus, the pope returned to Rome…not only to restore the Church but to escape the turmoil of Europe. Although Gregory at first hesitated to return to Rome…he did so through the strength of St. Catherine of Sienna (Didache. 409). 

St. Catherine of Sienna:

“Charity is the sweet and holy bond which links the soul with its Creator: it binds God with man and man with God.” 

-Saint Catherine of Siena
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St. Catherine came from a very large family: she was the youngest of twenty-five. 
“At a young age St. Catherine not only had a precocious understanding of her own
 vocation, but she had pledged her virginity to Christ by the age of seven” (p 409). 
When she was sixteen she joined the Dominican Tertiaries. 

In Catherine’s early life her mother pleaded with her to marry. After a time, Catherine 
agreed to obey and dressed in gowns etc. Then one day she decided that she was not doing 
what God had asked her…thus she stopped agreeing to take care of her “image.”

“Catherine's father at last came to the realization that further pressure was useless, and his daughter was permitted to do as she pleased. In the small, dimly-lighted room now set apart for her use, a cell nine feet by three, she gave herself up to prayers and fasting; she scourged herself three times daily with an iron chain, and slept on a board. At first she wore a hair shirt, subsequently replacing it by an iron-spiked girdle. Soon she obtained what she ardently desired, permission to assume the black habit of a Dominican tertiary, which was customarily granted only to matrons or widows. She now increased her asceticism, eating and sleeping very little. For three years she spoke only to her confessor and never went out except to the neighboring church of St. Dominic, where the pillar against which she used to lean is still pointed out to visitors” (http://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/CATSIENA.HTM). 

In her early years as a Dominican, St Catherine spend most of her days in seclusion experiencing visions and mystical experiences. In 1366, St. Catherine experienced a “spiritual espousal” or “mystical marriage”
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“Spiritual espousal” or “mystical marriage”: A mystical event in which Christ tells the soul that He takes it for his bride. The apparition is accompanied by a ceremony in which the Blessed Mother, saints, and angels are present. After the experience the soul receives a sudden surge of charity and increased familiarity with God. 

After this experience and years of seclusion, St. Catherine returned to the world and aided the poor and sick; especially those who were dying from the effects of the plague (Didache, 409). 

Although St. Catherine lived a life of extreme poverty and constantly suffered physical pain –she was quite happy and full of practical wisdom. Her spiritual Charismas drew in men and women –they joined her in the binds of mystical love. 

As her visions continued, Saint Catherine heard a call to enter into public life and “help heal the wounds of the Church.”

St. Catherine responded to her call by sending out hundreds of letters to men and women. She not only just sent the letters out, but she entered into correspondence with kings, princes, and other leaders of Italy. St. Catherine even began to beg Pope Gregory to return to Rome. The following is an excerpt from a letter that she sent to him: 

TO GREGORY XI:

In the Name of Jesus Christ crucified and of sweet Mary:

Most holy and dear and sweet father in Christ sweet Jesus: I your unworthy daughter Catherine, servant and slave of the servants of Jesus Christ, write to you in His precious Blood. With desire have I desired to see in you the fulness of divine grace, in such wise that you may be the means, through divine grace, of pacifying all the universal world. Therefore, I beg you, sweet my father, to use the instrument of your power and virtue, with zeal, and hungry desire for the peace and honour of God and the salvation of souls. And should you say to me, father--"The world is so ravaged! How shall I attain peace?" I tell you, on behalf of Christ crucified, it befits you to achieve three chief things through your power. Do you uproot in the garden of Holy Church the malodorous flowers, full of impurity and avarice, swollen with pride: that is, the bad priests and rulers who poison and rot that garden. Ah me, you our Governor, do you use your power to pluck out those flowers! Throw them away, that they may have no rule! Insist that they study to rule themselves in holy and good life. Plant in this garden fragrant flowers, priests and rulers who are true servants of Jesus Christ, and care for nothing but the honour of God and the salvation of souls, and are fathers of the poor. Alas, what confusion is this, to see those who ought to be a mirror of voluntary poverty, meek as lambs, distributing the possessions of Holy Church to the poor: and they appear in such luxury and state and pomp and worldly vanity, more than if they had turned them to the world a thousand times! Nay, many seculars put them to shame who live a good and holy life. But it seems that Highest and Eternal Goodness is having that done by force which is not done by love; it seems that He is permitting dignities and luxuries to be taken away from His Bride, as if He would show that Holy Church should return to her first condition, poor, humble, and meek as she was in that holy time when men took note of nothing but the honour of God and the salvation of souls, caring for spiritual things and not for temporal. For ever since she has aimed more at temporal than at spiritual, things have gone from bad to worse. See therefore that God, in judgment, has allowed much persecution and tribulation to befall her. But comfort you, father, and fear not for anything that could happen, which God does to make her state perfect once more, in order that lambs may feed in that garden, and not wolves who devour the honour that should belong to God, which they steal and give to themselves. Comfort you in Christ sweet Jesus; for I hope that His aid will be near you, plenitude of divine grace, aid and support divine in the way that I said before. Out of war you will attain greatest peace; out of persecution, greatest unity; not by human power, but by holy virtue, you will discomfit those visible demons, wicked men, and those invisible demons who never sleep around us.

But reflect, sweet father, that you could not do this easily unless you accomplished the other two things which precede the completion of the other: that is, your return to Rome and uplifting of the standard of the most holy Cross. Let not your holy desire fail on account of any scandal or rebellion of cities which you might see or hear; nay, let the flame of holy desire be more kindled to wish to do swiftly. Do not delay, then, your coming. Do not believe the devil, who perceives his own loss, and so exerts himself to rob you of your possessions in order that you may lose your love and charity and our coming be hindered. I tell you, father in Christ Jesus, come swiftly like a gentle lamb. Respond to the Holy Spirit who calls you. I tell you, Come, come, come, and do not wait for time, since time does not wait for you. Then you will do like the Lamb Slain whose place you hold, who without weapons in His hand slew our foes, coming in gentleness, using only the weapons of the strength of love, aiming only at care of spiritual things, and restoring grace to man who had lost it through sin.

From: http://www.domcentral.org/trad/cathletters.htm#2Gregory1 

Thus, Pope Gregory returned to Rome with the hope of bringing reform to the Catholic Church. After being sent to Florence, she was summoned back to Rome to advise the Pope. There, she spent the rest of her life reforming the Church. She worked tirelessly to bring legitimacy to the Pope. She also asked Christ to allow her to receive the Stigmata but in such a way that her wounds would not show…they did appear after her death. 

“Although Catherine was only thirty-three, her life was now nearing its close. On April 21, 1380, a paralytic stroke made her helpless from the waist downwards, and eight days later she passed away in the arms of her cherished friend, Alessia Saracini. The Dominicans at Rome still treasure the body of Catherine in the Minerva Church, but Siena has her head enshrined in St. Dominic's Church. Pope Pius II canonized Catherine in 1461. The saint's talents as a writer caused her to be compared with her countrymen, Dante and Petrarch. Among her literary remains are the <Dialogue> and some four hundred letters, many of them of great literary beauty, and showing warmth, insight, and aspiration. One of the important women of Europe, Catherine's gifts of heart and mind were used in the furtherance of the Christian ideal.”  (http://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/CATSIENA.HTM). 

The Western Schism: 

The great happiness that came after the Pope returned to Rome did not last past the death of Pope St. Gregory. After the French had dominated the papacy for over seventy years, the Italians now wanted the office back. A mob stormed the Vatican demanding an Italian pope…The Cardinals responded by electing an Italian Bishop (Pope Urban VI). They told Avignon that the Pope had been chosen “freely and unanimously”. 
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The Cardinals in Avignon were not too pleased with the choice. Urban turned out to 
be aggressive and inflexible. “He clearly stated that there would be no return to 
Avignon and he declared war on every moral abuse, criticizing the materialistic 
lifestyle of the cardinals. Even St. Catherine, in her last years of her life, pleaded 
with the pope to give up his “the violent actions to which your nature drives you”
(Didache 412). The French cardinals marched back to Avignon and elected an 
“antipope”, Clement VII. They cited the reason for this was out of fear…the Schism 
had been done. 

Each country backed their pope. Not only were commoners unsure or confused about the state of the Church, but saints also questioned as to who/what to follow.  The schism would last for forty years…it would be the major contributing factor of the weakening of the Church and the large scale of Mass defections of the 16th century. 

Resolution of the Schism: The Council of Constance:

The situation seemed hopeless in the 15th century…but on the horizon was the dawn of a council that would be somewhat successful in closing the gap between the two churches. 
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Conciliarism: A heresy that that supported the power of a council to appoint a candidate for the papacy, thus placing the authority of an council over the pope. 

This council or movement worked to end the schism by deposing both popes and replacing them with another antipope, Alexander V. Gregory, Benedict, and other European kings, however rejected the authority thus the problem was only made worse…now there were three popes. 

A lasting solution to the schism was not found until five years later under the Roman Emperor Sigismund. He forced the antipope, John XXIII to call a council and to resign his position. Pope Gregory sent a representative to the council with an offer that he would recognize the authority of Constance. Benedict on the other hand refused to cooperate with the council. 

The Council of Constance: This council solidified the authority of the pope over a general council. Further more it put in place three criteria that must be maintained for a council to be valid: 

1. The council must be called by the pope

2. The council must be presided over by the pope or his legate

3. The council’s dogmatic decrees are considered valid only if they are accepted and approved by the pope

Part V: Decline of Scholastic Philosophy and Theology and the Rise of Heresy 
As a result of the schism and other Church divisions, many became more introverted in their faith and increasingly anti-clerical. Some even swung to religious extremes: 
· Flagellants: group who thought that they could escape Divine punishment by scourging themselves

· Others sought support through superstitions and mystical beliefs (this can still be seen in many of the literature accounts we have today involving this time era)

· There were major swings between religious idealism and brutal skeptical realism 
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William of Ockham: 

The decline of scholasticism was the result of it becoming increasingly 
technical. William of Ockham, a Franciscan Friar, was one of the first 
critics of the Old Scholastic method. 

Ockham attempted to simplify the scholastic method by separating what 
he claimed could truly be known by reason and what must be accepted only 
on faith. However, Ockham made the mistake of confusing philosophy with religion (“I believe in God, the Father Almighty”) 

With the statement of faith as his philosophical conclusion Ockham concluded: 

· That God, if he is almighty must be the only direct reason why things are true and false

· That the human mind can only know individual,. Sensible objects (nominalism) Universal concepts are not concepts but merely general names.

· That moral and religious truths are inaccessible through mere human reason, and can only be known through revelation

· It is only because God determines actions to be good or bad that it is morally right or wrong

Religion According to Ockham is a mystery of faith with no room for philosophical discourse. 

Ockham was also an early critic of Church authority and he advocated the supreme authority of the state over the Church. His reasoning as to why the Church should be subordinate to the state was that the Church only worked with the matters of the faith; the state, on the other hand, works with the empirical and sure facts. 

John Wycliffe: 
“The Morning Star of the Reformation” 

Interesting Fact: The first English Translation of the Bible has been, according to some traditions etc, attributed to the work of Wycliffe. 

Wycliffe’s popularity arose in England during the Hundred Years War in a time when the English looked upon the Avignon papacy as being allies to the enemies of England. Wycliffe was a staunch critic of the temporal practices and material possessions of the Church. He preached that the Church should rid itself of all political power and practice strict poverty (“Dominion is founded in Grace”). Wycliffe also claimed that no clergy, monks, or pope could hold possessions without sin. Thus, he advocated that it was lawful for the kings to seize Church lands. 
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Wycliffe not only criticized the papacy for its material wealth, but he attacked the authority of the pope and advocated that religious knowledge was derived from the Bible Only, and not from Tradition. He also promoted predestination and concluded that the Church did not need the clergy or the sacraments. 

Wycliffe’s Activity as a Preacher:

From http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/john-wycliffe.html 

Wycliffe aimed to do away with the existing hierarchy and replace it with the "poor priests" who lived in poverty, were bound by no vows, had received no formal consecration, and preached the Gospel to the people. These itinerant preachers spread the teachings of Wycliffe. Two by two they went, barefoot, wearing long dark-red robes and carrying a staff in the hand, the latter having symbolic reference to their pastoral calling, and passed from place to place preaching the sovereignty of God. The bull of Gregory XI. impressed upon them the name of Lollards, intended as an opprobrious epithet, but it became a name of honor. Even in Wycliffe's time the "Lollards" had reached wide circles in England and preached "God's law, without which no one could be justified." 

Jan Hus: 
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Wycliffe’s ideas, although popular in Bohemia…were even more widely accepted and embraced in Bohemia. The Czechs embraced his ideas as a way to separate themselves from their German oppressors. At the time, the peasants of Bohemia resented the heavy tax burden and corruption among the established clergy. Thus, as Jan Hus began his attack on the clergy he was, at first, accepted by the king and clergy as a reformer. 

Jan Hus, however, did not stay away from heresy: 

· He attacked the abused of the clergy and the authority of the Church. 

· He proclaimed the supremacy of private judgment 

· He advocated the free interpretation of the Bible. 

· He denied the authority of tradition 

· He attacked the veneration of the relics

· He rejected the existence of purgatory 

· He advocated Communion under both species, but denied Transubstantiation

· He argued that faith alone, apart from good works, is the means of salvation 
Hus was excommunicated, but was granted to plea his case before the council of Constance. The council, in order to avoid executing Hus, encouraged him to admit his guilt and recant. Yet, Hun refused and he was burned at the stake. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Questions to Ponder:

1. What, in your opinion, was lacking among the leaders of the Church that contributed to the papacy being moved to Avignon?

2. Among the many charges that St. Joan of Arc was charged with, which of them do you find to be most appalling? Why?

3. How did Wycliffe, Hus, and Ockham’s philosophical and theological ideals contribute to the foundation of the Reformation?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Notes: 
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