Chapter 12: 

The Renaissance 

As education became widely available, people began to turn their attention away from scholasticism and towards Latin and Greek or the classics. Thus, the “Renaissance” had begun… 
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Part I: The Fall of Constantinople and the Rise of Italian Free Cities
The economic growth of the Italian cities was the key to the Renaissance (p. 425). 
The Italian families influence had expanded beyond Italy due to the decentralization 
of the papacy. Likewise, because of the instability of Constantinople, many of the 
Greek workers began to flock to Italy to seek work and safety. Thus, Italy not only 
was able to expand their influence on other states and countries… but this flourishing 
country was rediscovering ancient civilizations and their great thinkers. 

The Council of Basel – Ferrara- Florence (1431 – 1445) and the end of the Byzantium Empire
After the Christians sacked Constantinople during the fourth crusade, Byzantium never did quite recover. 

The Ottoman Turks also threatened Byzantium. At first however, this threat had a positive outcome. The Greeks and Latins united in forces to drive out the hated Turks. 
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Pope Eugene IV recognized the possibility of ending the Great Schism by declaring a crusade against the Turks. He thought that a war that unified both sides would help end any ill feelings that the Latins and Greeks had towards each other. So when the Council of Basel – Ferrara – Florence was called (original to deal with heretics in central Europe) Pope Eugene used the opportunity to call for a crusade. 

The four main disagreements discussed at this council: 

· The Greeks objection to the Latin Church’s teaching of Filioque 

· The Greeks use of leavened bread for the celebration of the Eucharist 

· The Greeks objection to the existence of purgatory 

· The Greeks objection to the primacy of the Roman See over the whole 
Church of Christ

To Pope Eugene’s disappointment, the above theological issues were the primary focus of the council rather than military strategy. However, an agreement was reached that brought much applause from the Church: 
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Agreement/result of the Council: 
· The Greeks accepted the question of Filioque 

· The Greeks accepted the existence of purgatory 

· The Greeks accepted the primacy of the pope 

Thus, there was TEMPORARY unification between the two churches. 

The unification of the Church, however, was strained by hostile feelings that the Greeks had towards the Latins. The Greeks believed it was the Latin’s fault that Byzantium was weakened and many bishops campaigned against the teachings of the Catholic Church. 

A popular saying arose “Better the turban of the Prophet than the Pope’s tiara” and the Greek people refused to attend the reunification ceremony. Thus, the ills feelings that each side felt toward each other only deepened. 

The fall of Constantinople happened on May 29, 1453. The Turks took over the city and Islam immediately replaced Christianity. 

Part II: The Birth of Humanism and the Flourishing of Arts and Letters
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As education began to shift its focus away from scholasticism, students became more interested in the classics. Many students and other respective scholars began to look back to antiquity for lessons that could help them bring European society out of wars and disease and into a new era modeled after the Great Civilization of Rome. 

Thus, the students began to return back to humanism – they began to emphasize the individual: his form, his beauty, and usefulness or place in society. 

Furthermore, the Renaissance world began to teach that every man controlled his own destiny, nothing hinged on God’s omnipotence. Man was no longer at the mercy of chance; he could now protect himself with skill and craft/ The Renaissance man focused on the here and now rather than seeking his fortune in the next world. 

Humanism 
Humanism really began with the growing discontent that many scholars and students felt towards scholasticism. Many felt that scholasticism failed to seek the answers to such perplexing questions such as: What am I? What is my final purpose? What ought I do? What should I love? What follows death? 

In sum, Humanism is an intellectual and literary movement that began in the city-states of Italy during the late fourteenth century. The followers of humanism thought that education had a moral purpose, the end of which is to make the individual a better, wiser, and more virtuous human being. 

To achieve their goals, humanist thinkers turned to Classical Greek and Latin. However, from a Catholic perspective, humanism/the Renaissance underscored the revealed Truth that the person is made in thee image and likeness of God. This problem, consequently, not only exists today but is also gaining more tolerance by many westerners… including Christians!! 
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Petrarch (1304-1374) 

· Crowned “poet laureate” by a Roman Senator 

· Known as the “Father of Humanism” because 
of his love of learning and study of Latin

· Was often torn between his love of the present 
and his love of eternity 

· Was a devout/devoted Christian 
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Tried to resolve his inner turmoil with his writing Secretum in which he developed a personal dialogue between himself and St. Augustine under the eye of Lady Truth 

Boccaccio (1313 – 1375)

· Never completely mastered Latin 

· Was a good friend of Petrarch 

· Wrote Decameron: a collection of one hundred 
stories told by travelers who fled the Black plague

· Didn’t reject Christianity, but based most of his 
writings on the weaknesses of human nature

· Became more devout at the end of is life and often times expressed regret for some of the writings that he completely earlier in his life
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Nicolo Machiavelli (1469 – 1527) 

· One of the founders of modern political thought 

· Wrote The Prince which reflected his ruthless, underhanded conduct 

· After spending some time in politics, became disgusted with the state of political affairs 

· Disliked the papacy, which he saw as an obstacle to Italian unity 

· Viewed the virtues (mercy, humility) as obstacles to political effectiveness 

·  “The ends justify the means” (Machiavellianism) 

Michelangelo

· Master at depicting the contours of the human body 

· Sculpted “David” 

· Was supported financially by the popes

· Was commissioned by a pope to paint the Sistine Chapel as well as design the dome of St. Peter’s Basilica

Raphael 

· Painter commissioned by the pope 

· Best known for his “Madonnas” or paintings of the Blessed Virgin Mother 

·  Hired by Pope Julius II to paint a series of rooms in the papal apartments 

· Is buried in the pantheon in Rome 

St. Thomas Moore (1478 – 1535)

· Wrote Utopia in which he describes a religious society, heavily influenced by Divine Revelation in which goods are held in common and the state regulated business

· [image: image9.jpg]


Was a heroic Christian witness who refused to take the Oath of Supremacy 
· Was beheaded by King Henry VIII 

Erasmus of Rotterdam 

· Views the Middle Ages and Scholasticism as unenlightened 
while holding the classical thinkers to the highest esteem 

· Had a deep desire for reform and progress through education 
and tolerance 

· Highly critical of the way that many societies of the Church functioned 

· Handbook of a Christian Knight confronted the question, how does one remain a good Christian while taking part in world affairs? 

· Called for meditation and study on the writings of the Church 

· He encouraged research into the classical thinkers together with continuous practice of rational virtue and adherence to the “philosophy of Christ” 

· Wrote “Praise of Folly” in which the main character concludes that “All favor Folly over Reason” 

· Expressed a need for necessary reform within the Church 

Part III: Popes and Politics 

The Renaissance Popes 
Unlike our pope today, the popes during the Renaissance period acted more like royal princes seeking to increase their temporal authority rather than focusing on strengthening the spiritual life of the Church. However, there were a few popes from within this period that brought a breathe of fresh air to the Church and its people. 

Nicholas V (1447 – 1455) 

· Had a lifelong hobby of collecting and caring for rare books

· Undertook three major tasks as pope: 

· To make Rome once again a city of grand monuments 

· To make Rome a center of art and literature 

· To strengthen, both spiritually and temporally, the capitol of Christendom
· Set out to restore Churches, repair the Roman infrastructure, to clean the city, and repair ancient aqueducts 

·  Laid down the foundation for the future St. Peter’s Basilica 

· Saved hundreds of texts from neglect in monasteries 

· Founded the Vatican Library 

· Worked to restore the authority of the Church by finalizing the condemnation of the Conciliarist heresy and winning the submission of the antipope Felix V. 

· Made attempts at achieving greater political unity in Europe as a way to counter the growing Turkish threat

Callistus III (1455 – 1458) 

· Focused most of his energies on controlling the 
Turkish threat (the Turkish threat remained an obstacle to Church reform) 

· Sent missionaries throughout the West to raise money, recruit for volunteers, 
and to preach for a crusade

· Secured some artistic treasure for the Vatican 

Pius II (1458 – 1464) 

· Was involved in the humanist movement 

· Led a dissolute life and indulged himself in many worldly goods before fully converting to the Faith 
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At one time supported the Counciliar movement against the pope 

· Central focus of Pius’ pontificate was to overcome the Turkish threat 

· Tried to reform the Church 

· Canonized St. Catherine of Siena 

· Gave papal support for humanist writing 

Sixtus IV (1471 – 1484) 

· Franciscan Monk 

· Professor of Philosophy and Theology before being called to being a Cardinal 

· [image: image11.jpg]


Took great interest in the most well known of Scholastic Thinkers 

· Most efforts as pope was to maintain Church strength and independence 

· Tried to build Church unity by practicing nepotism 

· Took steps to suppress the abuses of the Inquisitions and fought heresy 

Innocent VIII

· Lived a worldly life 

· Demonstrated poor moral leadership 

· Interested in taking action against the threat of Islam, but never really did anything to combat it

· Was pope during the time that the Moors and Jews were expelled from Spain during the Reconquista 
Alexander VI

· Attempted to unify Italy under his control by placing family members in various positions within the states 

· Gifted leader/ambassador

· Put an end to lawlessness in Rome

· Negotiated a peace settlement between Spain and Portugal (Line of Demarcation) 

· Sent the first missionaries to the new world

· Decorated the ceiling of Saint Maria Maggiore with a shipment of Gold from Columbus’ travels to the Americas 
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Julius II

· Rival to Alexander VI

· Devote his pontificate to military campaigns and artistic glorification of Rome 

· Sponsored the works of Michelangelo and Raphael

· Firmly established the temporal authority of the temporal authority over the papal states

· Abolished simony in the papacy 
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Established the first bishoprics in the new world

· Authorized Henry VIII to marry Catherine of Aragon 

Part IV: The Rise of the New Monarchs 

France and England

King Louis XI emerged as the new monarch of France and due to the Hundred Years War this King and his successors were able to develop a professional army that was able to keep rebellious nobles under wraps. In addition to this, King Louis was able to institute the taille a perpetual tax that made it possible for him to rule his domain without the need to call upon the Estates General for more money. Finally, King Louis also looked to institute a strong French national spirit and sought to remove all restrictions to the exercise of his authority by promoting a kind of Conciliarism within the Church of France. 
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After the Hundred Years War, England found itself suffering through a civil battle, The War of the Roses. The Tudors won over the houses of York and Lancaster. The new king that arose was Henry VII. Henry VII expanded trade, encouraged private enterprise, ended the practice of maintenance and support of local nobles, and consolidated his kingdom. He also was able to enhance his financial institution by avoiding war and granting monopolies. The most effective move made by Henry VII, however, was his offering for marriage his son and heir to the powerful Spanish kingdom. 
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Spain – Isabella, the Catholic Queen
Before the fifteenth century, the country of Spain did not exist. Thus, the Catholic Faith, the only institution that crossed cultural and feudal boundaries, was used to unify the kingdom of Spain. 

[image: image16.jpg]



Queen Isabella: 

· Devoutly Christian Ruler 

· Allowed the Catholic Church to regain much of its authority it had lost 

· Ruled Spain with determination and prudence 

· Worked to restore the authority of the monarch and bring about internal reforms 

· Marriage to Ferdinand of Aragon in 1469 paved the way for the Reconquista of the peninsula. 

· Sponsored Christopher Columbus’ expedition in 1492

· Brought Medical care to the wounded and administered justice in the field to those fighting during the Reconquista

· Prohibited slavery of native Africans and sent missionaries for their conversions 
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Worked to protect those accused of witchcraft 

· Expelled Muslims and Jews who would not convert from Spain 

Cardinal Ximenes De Cisneros 

· Devoted his life to simplicity and prayer 

· Franciscan 

· Was Queen Isabella’s personal confessor 

· Was made Bishop after Isabella’s insistence that he be Bishop of Toledo 

· Built the University of Alcala and introduced the first humanist school in Spain 

· Protected African slaves and Native Americans 

· Prepared the Church for reform 

Modern Humanism and Relativism: 
Although this is a step away from our current discussion, I think that it is important that some time is spent evaluating the threat of modern humanism and relativism. 

In sum, modern humanism is a movement that solidifies the belief that every individual is their own "guide" through life. Thus, the majority of modern humanists today are atheists or agnostics who believe that it is not necessary to turn to God to understand who we are or what our purpose in life is. 

To best describe modern humanism, let's take a look at various examples from a book written by Judith Hayes (an atheist) who claims to be a "Happy Heretic"
: 

A one-year-old child is trying to take her first steps, alone, with no helping hands. Surrounding her are seven adults, all family. Seven pairs of eyes are glued to the child, transfixed, accompanied by seven daffy, involuntary grins, eagerly awaiting the outcome of the swaying toddler's struggle against gravity. She loses the battle and topples unceremoniously, face first onto the living room carpet. A chorus of sympathetic sighs augments Amy's cries of frustration. Swift arms scoop her up, with kisses of commiseration. Not to be deterred, the tiny tot wriggles mightily to be let loose, once more to do battle with the forces of nature. This time she takes three steps, shakily to be sure, but steps they are. Her proud smile is ear to ear—as are all the other smiles in the room. Then, weary from her efforts, she plops down on her bottom and graciously accepts the expected cheers and applause. 
This is humanism.

_______________________
Amy and Ned face each other on a flower-bedecked lanai, dressed in old lace and scratchy tuxedo material, as they say their vows. In front of people they love and honor, they vow to love and respect each other as they begin their lives as husband and wife. Their love and commitment bind them; their vows are solely between each other; there are no gods to obey or appease. Just love. A kiss for luck, and it's time to celebrate. The music is wonderful, the refreshments are wonderful, the dancing is wonderful, and life is wonderful. 

This is humanism. 

_______________________
Something had gone horribly wrong. The tiny embryo insider her would never turn into a normal human being. The test had been redone, twice, but with the same result: there would be multiple deformities. There would be no chance ever for this child to live outside a hospital setting. Never.
Amy and Ned agonize over their decision. This planned pregnancy had been eagerly hoped for. But in the end they both agree that a life with no possibility of happiness was not a life at all. A weeping Amy has an abortion.
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Seven months later Amy is again pregnant. And joyous. She ultimately delivers a healthy eight-pound baby girl—Melinda. The baby talk begins immediately. Ned is conversant immediately. Three-way baby gibberish begins. The proud parents are giddy and silly. 

This is humanism.
_______________________
"Daddy, who is Jesus?" 

It is now Ned's turn on the hot seat. 

"He is what some people think of as a god. Like the Hindu god, Vishnu. Or…." 

"Fishnu?!" 

"No. Vishnu. In different parts of the world, people believe in different gods. They believe the gods live up in the sky or someplace invisible, and Jesus is one of those gods." 

"Jody said he prayed to Jesus for his dog not to die, but he died anyway." 

Ned thought, Bingo! What he said, though, was "Jody and a lot of your friends believe in a god and they pray to the god to help them." As a preemptive strike he added, "Even though they don't usually get any help." 

"Then why do they pray?" 
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"That's a good question. But most people pray to feel better. They want to believe there is someone watching over them, taking care of them." 

"Do we believe in a god?" 

"No." 

"Why not?" 

"Well, have you ever seen a god?" 

"No." 

"Neither have I. Have you ever heard a god or talked to a god?" 

"No, but I've seen a picture of Jesus." 

"That was a drawing, not a picture. People can draw anything—like Donald Duck. Is he real?" 

Smiling, "No. But why do people believe something that's not real?" 

"It makes them feel better. They don't understand where the planets and the sun and stars came from, so they figure it must be from some kind of god." 

"Where did they come from?" 
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Sigh. "There are some things we may never understand. But enough for now. We'll talk about the universe tomorrow. I promise. Okay?" 

"Okay. Are there any Oreos left?" 

This is humanism.
_______________________
Racing into Amy's study, Melinda sputters breathlessly, "Danny just told me that if I don't believe in Jesus I'll go to hell and I'm gonna burn forever and scream and everyone around me will be screaming and…" 

Amy turns away from her computer and keels on the floor, hugging her frantic daughter. "Now calm down, Melly." 

"But Danny said I won't ever stop burning and there'll be flames coming out of my mouth and…" Tears flow down her cheeks as she gasps for air. 

"Shhh. Quiet now. Listen to me, okay? I want you to listen to me." 

A slow nod, a few more tears, then silence. 

Staring down into the huge, frightened eyes, Amy says, "What Danny told you is what some people really believe. But we don't believe it, and a whole lot of other people don't believe it either. Your friend Sandra doesn't believe it, does she?" 

"No. She said she was Jewish." 

"See? We all believe different things." 

"But Danny says if you kill someone or steal something God will send you to hell." 

"Do you want to kill someone or steal something?" 

Indignantly, "No!" 

"I don't either. Grandma and Grandpa taught me to love other people, not to be afraid of a god. And that's what we want for you. So the next time Danny tries to scare you, you tell him you don't believe in hell and you don't want to talk about it any more. All right?" 

The response is a slow nod and a look of relief. 

This is humanism.
_______________________
Christian Humanism: 

There are Christian humanists. To be a Christian humanist is to look at oneself and then back at God to understand who you are and what your purpose in life is. In sum, Christian Humanism is the belief that human freedom and individualism are intrinsic (natural) parts of, or are at least compatible with, Christian doctrine and practice.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Questions to Ponder:
1. How did the rise of the Italian free states directly affect the Church?

2. What humanistic thinkers and ideas have directly affected the Church the most not only during the Renaissance age, but in modern times as well?

3. What are the main differences between humanism and Christian humanism?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
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� I do not agree nor support the ideas of Judith Hayes. However, to understand modern humanism it is best to look at humanism through the eyes of a modern humanist. 
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