Chapter 17 
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The French Revolution

Part I:

The Old Regime: the Three Estates:

Prior to the revolution the society if France was divided into three classes:

The First Estate: Clergy. Divided between wealthy/influential clerics and poor parish priests

The Second Estate: Nobles. Exempted themselves from taxation and refused to modernize the economic structure. 

The Third Estate: (97% of the population) composed of wealthy lawyers, bankers, etc who could not claim nobility/they exempted themselves from taxes (bourgeoisie) Also composed of the poor/urban workers and rural peasants. 

Estates General: Came together to, as the nobility hoped, to try and organize the three estates. Instead, the first and third estate rejected the nobility. 

The Civil Constitution of the Clergy: In an attempt to balance the budget, the National Assembly (which sprang from the Third Estate) passed laws to seize all Church property and wealth. 

In an effort to establish the Church as a Gallican Church, The Assembly passed The Civil Constitution of the Clergy. This “constitution” prohibited clergy from leaving their parishes for more than two weeks and outlawed the publication of any papal documents. 
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Part II:


The “De-Christianization of France”: From within the 
National Convention, a new committee arose which called 
itself the Committee of Public Safety. The committee 
moved quickly to suppress the counterreformation, this act 
would become know as the Reign of Terror. 

The Church: With the Committee set on “de-Christianizing” France it began to send out “Missionary Reps” who closed down Churches and basilicas, hunted down priests, and killed any who tried to flee. They also seized the Cathedral of Notre Dame and dedicated it to the “Goddess of Reason”

Deistic Religion: The Committee established a deistic society that replaced the Mass with civil ceremonies. Pagan Cults centered themselves on the ideas of justice, liberty, and equality. Saint’s days were replaced with festivals dedicated to the same ideas. 

Directory: bourgeoisie continued to promote chaos/ was extremely hard on the Church/oppressed priests who would not take an Oath to the Republic/ did not replace bishops/ leader was Napoleon. 
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Pius VII: elected by cardinals in Venice who were divided 
over whether or not they should elect a moderate pope or a 
pope who supported the reestablishment of the monarchy 
in France. 


Goal: To revive the Christian Faith


Sympathized with the movement for 
liberty/equality/justice but saw that the French were 
utilizing unjust means to implement or gain these rights. 

Taught that Christ is the fulfillment of these rights, thus the only way to truly achieve them is through Christ

Part III:

Concordat of 1801:
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Napoleon recognized that in order to restore France to the old Regime that he would have to improve the French relationship with the pope. To gain back a favorable relationship with the Church, Napoleon secured from priests a commitment to the laws of France, reopened the churches, got rid of the ten day weekend released the imprisoned priests. 

Concordat: was written by a cardinal and a bishop. 

- guaranteed the free and public practice of Catholicism in France

- Civil authorities could only intervene in Church matters in instances of public safety

- Bishops reduced…due to the reassignment of dioceses

- Napoleon could nominate bishops

- France agreed to compensate for the loss of Church property 

The Organic Articles:

- forbade the publication of all papal documents, decrees of the council without any consent from the government
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- Gallican Catechism introduced to be taught in all schools (seminaries)

- limited the administrative powers of the bishops

Emperor Napoleon against Pope Pius VII:

“Napoleonic Code”

- Equality among religious denominations

- Freedom of religious practices

- Introduced civil marriage and divorce

- Placed heavy restrictions on the Church 
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Pope Pius: asked to annul Napoleon’s brother’s 
marriage/and refused to join Continental System


Napoleon: threatened to abolish priestly celibacy/suppress 
more religious orders/and establish a French Patriarch to 
oppose the pope…Napoleon ordered troops to Rome


Napoleon: seized portions of the Papal states and assumed 
jurisdiction over the pope/the pope as issued a 
salary/pope’s authority restricted to the supervision of the 
papal palaces/Napoleon had the pope arrested after he 
excommunicated him and all of the responsible parties. 
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