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INTRODUCTION

As a member of the Bayou View Middle School Orchestra, you are a member of one of the most outstanding high school orchestra programs in America. This handbook is provided to help you understand the rules and procedures for the BVMS Orchestra.

In anticipation of a successful year, we have planned a year that will be full of opportunities to display all musical abilities.  In addition to our normal orchestra concerts, there will be opportunities for students to participate in various workshops, concerts, and trips.  Involvement in these activities will help our students to grow in knowledge and appreciation.

Materials each student must have each day in class are listed below:

1. Instrument

2. Book/Music

3. Rosin

4. Pencil

5. Chin rest  (violins & violas)

6. Shoulder rest (violins/violas)

7. Soft cloth











8. Black 1” three-ring binder w/ clear pocket on front

9.   Mute

           10.  Tuner & metronome 

Why We Teach Music

Not because we expect you to major in music

Not because we expect you to play music all of your life

Not so you can relax

Not so you can have fun

But

So you will be human

So you will recognize beauty

So you will be sensitive

So you will be closer to an infinite beyond this world

So that you will have more love, more compassion, more gentleness

In short, more life.

That’s why we teach music

---Author Unknown
GULFPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT

ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK
The administration, faculty, and staff of the Gulfport School District take pride in being able to offer a full and varied instrumental music program. We presently offer string orchestra and small ensembles in grades four through twelve.  In addition, we will offer full orchestra at the high school level.  All students with musical ability are welcome and encouraged to participate in the orchestra classes.  Membership in the BVMS Orchestra is by audition.

It is our goal to produce an outstanding orchestra.  It is also our belief that students learn more and develop better self-discipline, responsibility, knowledge, and take more pride in outstanding orchestras than in poor ones.  Producing an outstanding orchestra requires that each student accept certain responsibilities.  The following pages will outline the basic requirements.

ORCHESTRA STAFF

Daniel Martinez, Director of Orchestra Activities

Michelle Martin

Roberto Pineda

Alejandro Salgado
GSD MISSION STATEMENT:

The mission of the Gulfport School District is to inspire each student to become a problem solver, lifelong learner, and a productive member of society.

GSD ORCHESTRA MISSION STATEMENT:  To develop in each student an appreciation of the art of music as part of general culture; to discover and develop the talents of students in the field of orchestral music; to teach techniques of orchestral music expression; to develop students’ knowledge and skills of listening to orchestra music and in reading and performing orchestral music throughout their life, and to encourage students to become life-long advocates of orchestra programs in the school and community.

PROGRAM GOALS   Students will develop the following skills and concepts:

A high degree of music reading encompassing: correct rhythm, tempo, bowing and left hand techniques, dynamics, precision, tone, and the ability to be versatile and adjust to any given musical circumstance.
· The ability to work cooperatively with others in attaining goals of the orchestra.

· The knowledge of a wide variety of orchestral literature.

· A high level of artistic expression, control, and technical facility.

· Self-discipline; self-confidence; responsible and dependable behavior.

· Respect for others, loyalty to the ensemble, and pride in the organization.

· Respect for the proper use of instruments and equipment.

· The ability to comprehend and foster higher-level thinking skills.

SPECIFIC GOALS

1.
Proper care of instruments

2.
Posture and playing position

3. 
Instrument technique


A.
Develop good tone and intonation


B.
Develop right-hand and left-hand techniques


C.
Develop rhythmic skills


D.
Develop proper musical expression


E.
Develop dynamic control


F.
Develop proper articulation and bow styles

4.
Music reading skills


A.
Develop eye-hand coordination


B.
Interpret in actual sound musical symbols and terms written on the music
5.
Musical sensitivity through performance and listening
6.
Evaluation of musical performance quality


A. 
Evaluate progress toward self-established musical goals


B.
Evaluate solo and group rehearsals and performances.


C.
Recognize quality of sound, pitch, style, tempo, rhythm, blend, balance, phrasing, dynamics, and articulation
7.  
Creative self-expression


A.  
Develop musical expression


B.
Explore careers

8.
Develop cognitive skills
ORCHESTRA EXPECTATIONS

ATTTENDANCE

An orchestra cannot perform at its optimum level with members missing; therefore, students are required to participate in all rehearsals and performances unless excused by the director.  It is very important that students are at all rehearsals leading up to a performance.  Performances will be determined by the progress of the group.  

EXTRA REHEARSALS AND SECTIONAL REHEARSALS

Rehearsals outside of school time are sometimes necessary.  There should be little need for this if each person practices his/her part at home; however, this does not always happen and the quality of the orchestra cannot be sacrificed. Students are expected to attend extra rehearsals as needed.  Advance notice will always be given. A tardy or absence from rehearsal or sectional must be approved by the director in advance.  Any unexcused tardy and/or absence from a sectional rehearsal could result in a change of chair position and affect the student’s grade. An unexcused tardy or absence from a sectional or extra rehearsal will effect grade and could result in the loss of membership in that group.

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

Chamber orchestra is a vital part of the orchestra program at Bayou View Middle School.  The chamber orchestra often performs for civic and community groups as well as traveling internationally.  Membership is based on audition, dependability in mastering music, and cooperation with teachers and fellow students.  Students must maintain a ninety-three (93) average in orchestra. Attendance is required at all rehearsals and performances. Other information will be outlined in the chamber orchestra contract. 

ORCHESTRA TRIPS

The opportunity to go on an orchestra trip is a distinct privilege. It is intended to be a reward for outstanding student accomplishments. Students who are selected for a trip must audition for a position, must maintain a ninety-three (93) or above in orchestra, must have demonstrated excellent behavior in class during the year, must maintain an excellent work ethic, and must have an excellent attitude. The orchestra staff will make the final decision regarding student eligibility for any trip based on the above criteria. 

CLASSROOM POLICIES

1. You will be considered tardy if you are not in your seat with your instrument, music, and supplies when the tardy bell rings. 

2. It is your responsibility to see that your instrument and music are put away properly with binders closed.

3. It is YOUR responsibility to see that YOUR instrument is kept cleaned and well maintained; i.e. no rosin dust, good strings, well-haired bow, clean case and cleaning cloth.

4. To play a stringed instrument well, one must have short fingernails; therefore, fingernails must be trimmed short and neat.  Non-compliance will result in lowering of your basic responsibilities grade.

5. We take great pride in the BVMS Orchestra students; therefore, you are expected to represent the BVMS Orchestra in a positive manner at all times.

      6.   No food, drink, or GUM in orchestra room.  (Detention will be assigned.)

      7.  You must always have your instrument at rehearsal even if a string is broken.

CONCERT DRESS

Students are responsible for their concert outfit:
Ladies:
Combination of solid black trousers or long skirt with a solid black blouse, or solid black dress, black hose, and black shoes.
Gentlemen:  Solid black pants, white long sleeve button down shirt, black socks, and black shoes(bow tie will be provided).
All Students:  NO CURRENT “TRENDY” SHOES WILL BE ACCEPTABLE.  Wearing unacceptable attire of any kind to a concert could result in your being denied opportunity to perform and will affect your grade. After each performance, the concert outfit must be cleaned in accordance with the recommendation of the manufacturer.

EXCUSED ABSENCES FROM REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES
The following qualify for excused absences from extra rehearsals and performances:

1. Illness (Student or Immediate Family)

2. Death in the family

3. Family emergency

Director must be notified in advance of an absence unless it is an emergency.

A written note of explanation from parent may be required for all of the above items. 

In the case of rehearsals, time must be made up within one week.

UNEXCUSED ABSENSES

Never assume an absence will be excused.  The student must communicate directly with the orchestra director.  Although it would be impossible to include a complete list, the following identify examples of unexcused absences.

1. Homework

2. Transportation problems

3. Baby sitting

4. Birthday celebrations

5. Oversleeping

6. Working at job

7. Forgetting instrument and/or music

8.  Appointments-unless medical emergency  

PERFORMANCES

Students are required to participate in all performances.  Students must remain for the entire performance. On occasion, requests are made to have a small ensemble perform such as chamber orchestra.  Rules of attendance apply the same for these events as for others.    

FORGOTTEN INSTRUMENT/MUSIC

Time must be made up within one week.

TUTORING SESSION

If extra help is needed to master the necessary skill required, the director will arrange   suitable time after school to help students.  Any student who makes below 90 on their weekly playing test must attend a tutoring session after school the following week. 

CARE OF MUSIC

Students are responsible for all music they receive. Name should be on music with no additional markings unless directed by teacher. 
PRIVATE LESSONS
Private lessons are a vital part of the success of the Gulfport School District orchestra program.  Students are strongly urged to study privately with one of our recommended teachers. Information regarding private lessons is available from your director.

RESPONSIBILITY OF PRINCIPAL PLAYERS

There are six principal players in the orchestra: Concertmaster, asst. concertmaster, principal second, principal viola, principal cello, and principal bass.

Section leaders are chosen by the orchestra directors based on the following criteria: musical ability, attitude, and leadership ability.

Section leaders will:

1.  Provide leadership for the section.

2.  Assist with sectional rehearsals.

3.  Assist in tutoring students after school.

4.  Assist directors as needed.

REQUIRED STRINGS FOR INSTRUMENTS:

In order to produce an excellent tone, it is necessary to have quality strings on your instrument.  All students must use recommended strings or strings of higher quality.

VIOLIN:
Dominant, Helicore, Evah Pirrazi, Larsen, Precision, Vision (Medium)

VIOLA:

Dominant, Helicore, Evah Pirrazi, Larse, Spirocore 
(Medium)

CELLO:

Prim, Jargar, Helicore, Larsen, Spirocore, Precision
BASS:

Belcanto, Spirocore, Helicore (Orchestra Tuning, Medium)
MAKE-UP TEST

Students must make up all tests within one week unless excused by the director.

QUALITY INSTRUMENTS

The level of orchestral literature performed in the high school orchestra necessitates students having a quality instrument in good condition.  An elementary “beginning level” instrument is not acceptable.  When you are purchasing an “up-grade” instrument, you must consult with the director to determine if proposed instrument is acceptable.

GULFPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT

ORCHESTRA GRADING SYSTEM
PART I

BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES

 1.   Student will be respectful and cooperative to all teachers, students, and guests.

 2.   Student will be on time to class and rehearsals.

3.   Student will enter and exit classroom appropriately.          

4.   Student will follow instructions the first time given.   

A.
Be in seat at appointed time.

B.
No food, drink or GUM. (Detention will be assigned.)

C.
Do not get out of seat without permission.

D.
Other directions given by teacher.

5. Student will bring all equipment to every class. (Even if string is broken, etc.)

a.
Instrument and bow (Even if there is a problem with instrument.)

b.
Instructional materials (book and sheet music)

c.
Rosin

d.
Pencil

e.
Chin rest/shoulder rest

f.
Soft cloth

g.   Three- ring binder—1” black with clear front pocket

h.    Mute, tuner-metronome

i.     Cello and Bass end pin anchors

j.     Name tag on instrument

6. Student will play or speak only with teacher’s permission.

7. Student will clip fingernails to approved length.

8. Student will be focused on task and show a positive attitude during class.

      10.   Student will demonstrate willingness to work and make an effort to learn.

11.   Student will leave cases and books in proper place in room.

12.   Student will leave chair and stand in proper position.

13.   Student will attend extra rehearsals when needed. 

      14.   Students will take instruments home each night to practice.

      15.   Students will not leave classroom without permission.

      16.   Students will abide by all school rules.

      17.   Students will greet all guests with courtesy.

CONSEQUENCES FOR CHOOSING TO BREAK A RULE

BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES RULE

1. Warning/Conference with director (s).

2.  Detention and contact parent

3. Points off basic responsibilities grade

4. Five points off of daily grade for failure to take instrument/music home.

5.  In the case of insubordination, student will be written up.  
      6.    Conference with parents, appropriate principal and discipline contract required.   

      7.    Removal from orchestra.

PART II

PERFORMANCE SKILLS

    I.  Posture






                                       

     A.  Bow hold

1. Hold bow with bent thumb

2. Fingers are correctly spaced on bow

3. Little finger on top of bow (violin and violas)

4. Wrist position

    B.  Left hand position

1. Elbow is in correct position

2. Wrist is at correct angle

3. Thumb in correct position

4. Fingers are curved on fingerboard correctly

    C.   General posture                                 





Student sits or stands correctly with weight balanced evenly

1. Feet flat on floor

2. Head position is straight

3. Student will sit with correct posture, without leaning on back of the chair

 II. Display appropriate level of understanding



      A.  Rhythmic concepts

      B.  Note reading

      C.  Musical terms

III. General performance skills-at appropriate level



      A.  Good tone

      B.  Note reading

      C.  Rhythmic counting

      D.  Correct intonation 

      E.  Musical expression

IV. Specific performance skills-at appropriate level

       A.  Scales and arpeggios as specified by teacher

       B.  Sight-reading   

       C.  Bow techniques    

       D.  Shifting

       E.   Bow styles

ORCHESTRA REHEARSALS/CLASS

PROCEDURE

Proper rehearsal procedure is the only way any musical group can improve and reach its potential.  We attempt to emulate the best example possible in this area: the professional orchestra.  Instrument cases, backpacks, and purses should be put in their assigned places. At the beginning of each rehearsal, students should be in their proper seat with their instrument, music, pencil, and other equipment needed at the pre-designated time. Failure to meet these criteria will result in a tardy. Students should check the board for rehearsal order and organize their music accordingly. Bathroom visits should be done before class except in emergencies. 

We will attempt to maintain an atmosphere of relaxed concentration.  Attention should remain focused on the music and the director in charge at all times.  Talking, except for relevant questions (which will require a hand to be raised), or distracting behavior will not be allowed.  Eating, drinking, or chewing gum is not permitted.  Orchestra detention will be given to those who ignore this policy.  

Posture should always be that which encourages greatest playing efficiency.  Remember, we are playing high-level music that demands everyone’s best efforts.

You should be sitting on the front of your chair with both feet flat on the floor to establish proper body balance.  The back should be straight to permit free use of the arms and proper breathing.  The instrument should be held properly to allow the easiest playing technique with the least fatigue.  Fingernails must be trimmed to permit correct playing position.  Proper posture and instrument positions have been developed through centuries of experimentation to produce the best results with the fewest problems.  It is essential that we use this knowledge to enhance our performance.

GULFPORT ORCHESTRAS GRADING SYSTEM 2010-2011
Orchestra grades will be determined as follows:

NINE WEEK PERIOD WITHOUT A PERFORMANCE


Part I 

Sectionals/Extra Rehearsals



10%



Punctuality/Basic Responsibilities


10%
Part II

Daily/Weekly Test grades



20%

Part III

End of Nine Weeks Exam



25%

NINE WEEK PERIOD WITH A PERFORMANCE

Part I 

Daily/Basic Responsibilities



10%



Punctuality/Bellwork




10%
Part II

Weekly Test grades/PERFORMANCE


20%

Part III

End of Nine Weeks Exam



25%

Parents/guardians who wish to discuss student’s progress in orchestra can call the music department at 897-2301 and leave a message or email us.  Your call or email will be returned as soon as possible. 

Email addresses:

<roberto.pineda@gulfportschools.org>, <daniel.martinez@gulfportschools.org> <alejandro.salgado@gulfportschoos.org>, <michelle.martin@gulfportschools.org>
PERFORMANCE DATES:

Thursday, November 3, 2010 
 GSD Orchestra Concert (GHS, CMS, BVMS)      
7:00 PM

             
 
(6:00 PM Roll Check for Students)
Thursday, April 19, 2011
GSD Orchestra Concert (GHS, CMS, BVMS)

 7:00 PM                                   

(6:00 PM Roll Check for Students)
You will be notified in advance of additional performances and activities.  Students must always attend “dress rehearsal” (final rehearsal) before a performance. Chamber Orchestra concerts are to be arranged.

GULFPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT ORCHESTRA

August 04, 2011
______________________________ 

_______________

Student’s Name (Last, First)



Instrument

______________________________ 

________

School






Grade

I have read the orchestra handbook outlining orchestra procedures, policies and requirements for the Gulfport School District Orchestras for the school year 2010-2011 (Located at http://www.schoolrack.com/Strings/). My child and I understand that he/she must abide by the procedures, policies and requirements outlined in this handbook in order to be a part of the orchestra program.

______________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 


Parent Information: 

Parent Print Name: _________​​​​_________________________________






  Last                                    First

Telephone:  W____________ H_____________ Other ______________

Parent email: ________________________________________

Address: __________________________
__________     ____    _______

                Street/Box



City 

  State
  Zip

___________________________________ 

Student Signature 

Student Information:

Telephone:  W____________ H_____________ Other ______________
Student email: ________________________________________

____________ 

Date

Parents please check below if you would be willing to volunteer if called upon to help with various functions of the orchestra.

____Yes
_____No

Please return this form to your orchestra teacher.
