






September 19, 2011
Dear Parents,
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Thank you for all your help and hard work over the last five weeks helping your child adjust to “The Anniston Way”.  Thank you to all parents who have encouraged your children to rise to the expectations that abound at our school and in our class.  We try hard to recognize good behavior and effort throughout the day to positively reinforce good manners, kindness, and responsibility.  However, consequences are needed at times to ensure students understand that we are here at school each day to learn.  Thank you for your support.  We are truly a team in helping your child to succeed!
We included several word lists in the blue Class Information notebook we gave you at Parent Night.  In that folder is a Dolch Sight Word List.  The students have begun working on the Preprimer List.  We have also been working on reading color words, number words, days of the week, months of the year, and fellow students’ names.  A great way to help your child would be to take five words a week that your child cannot read, and work to help him/her be able to read them by the end of a school week.  Again, we are working on them in class through reading stories, sight word games, morning carpet time, songs, and centers.  Your extra effort at home will reinforce what is being practiced at school.
[image: image2.jpg]


In handwriting, we have been working hard on writing our names and letters neatly and correctly.  We are working hard to correct when a student writes a letter backward, does not make it the correct size, makes it capital when it should be lowercase, or makes it lowercase when it should be capital.  We have two letter charts on the wall at all times for the students to refer to.  Because incorrect writing quickly becomes a habit that is tough to break, we are beginning to have the students rewrite to practice correct form.
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In math, we have been working on recognizing plane and solid shapes, attributes of shapes, creating and extending patterns, one-to-one correspondence, and number recognition.  Please continue to look over your child’s math papers as they come home.  Math assessments will be included in the weekly red folders.

Great news…the students began checking out library books last Friday.  Today you will find your child’s book inside a Ziploc bag in your child’s binder.  Please do not remove the bag from the binder, only the book.  You may choose to keep the book at home throughout the week or store it in the bag daily.  However, the library book is to be returned each Friday morning in the binder so that your child may return it at library time.  He/she will receive a new book each Friday that the previous book has been returned.  You may also use these books for your child’s reading log.  The same book may be used throughout the week if you choose.
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We are beginning a unit on APPLES this week in class.  We will learn about how apples grow, about different types of apples, how different kinds of apples taste, and about different things that can be made from apples.  Please send one apple with your child by Thursday, September 22nd.  We will use these to taste testing, so we are looking forward to having a variety of apples sent in.  We will also use the remaining apples to make applesauce in class next week!  Thank you in advance for your help with this project.

We hope your child is enjoying kindergarten here at Anniston!  It has been a wonderful beginning, and we are already seeing great progress and growth academically and socially.  Thank you so much for your support as we strive to meet the needs of your child and help him/her succeed.  We have a great bunch of students, and that can be attributed to having a great bunch of parents!  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us!
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Sincerely








Mrs. Chambliss and Ms. McNeill (







angie.chambliss@gulfportschools.org
